
 It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to The Oakwood Academy 
end of term newsletter. Despite the challenges we have all undoubtedly 
faced since school re-opened in September, the students at Oakwood 
continue to impress in so many ways. A look through the newsletter 
will tell you what I mean. One of the most remarkable things I have 
noticed is the resilience so many students have shown in coping with 
the pressures that have come their way. This has been demonstrated 
by the focus and concentration students display in their lessons on a 
daily basis, as well as the work they have had to complete remotely 
while school has been closed or when they are at home self-isolating. 
All this while living through a period of uncertainty. 
 

The pandemic has changed all our lives over the past months and the 
impact on young people should not be under-estimated. The opening 
of schools has at least been the return to some semblance of normality, 
despite the masks, bubbles, social distancing and relentless squirts of 
hand-sanitiser! We have of course focused on creating a safe 
environment for our students while doing all in our power to identify 
and close gaps in learning. And we have been extra mindful of the 
mental health of the young people in our care too. 
 

I have thoroughly enjoyed my term working with all members of the 
Oakwood community and really appreciate the support given. I want to 
thank all staff for their incredible hard work and contributions, students 
for getting on with things and trying their best, and parents too for 
working together during this challenging period.  
 

I send congratulations to Andy Gilbert, Oakwood's Headteacher from 
January. I know he will enjoy this next stage in his career and that the 
Oakwood community will benefit from his excellent experience.  
 

Mrs Messent - Head of School - The Oakwood Academy  
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The Oakwood Academy pays 
tribute to the brave men and 
women who gave their lives in 
times of conflict for Remembrance 
Day. See page 2 for details. 

You may notice a new face around school in 
January. The Oakwood Academy is proud to 
announce the appointment of Mr Gilbert as 
our new Headteacher.  Mr Gilbert is very 
much looking forward to heading up the 
team here at Oakwood and to further build 
on the progress the school has made in 
recent years.  



During Remembrance week our students were able to participate for their year group outdoors in 
a social distanced, but still very poignant, service. Students laid wreaths and crosses at the foot of 
our soldier statue and a roll call was read of the names of those from Bestwood and what 
were the Top Valley and Red Hill farms, who were killed during World War One. We also read 
poems and took part in a reflective silence especially this year to match the Royal British Legion 
focus on those who served, suffered or experienced the horrors of World war Two; in 
particular the impact of such a huge conflict on civilians. The "Last Post" was played each day for 
each year group by Lewis Jackson of Year 10 who did an incredible job in a range of elements to 
play it so well. In each year group 10 students participated in their respective services and showed 
great respect and care in these difficult times of our own. Students who were unable to participate 
due to restrictions on numbers made poppies for a display for Remembrance week 2021 and took 
part in recorded assemblies looking at a range of experiences of the two world wars from 
across the world. I would like to thank all students who participated.  
Mr Luckhurst 

The Oakwood Academy is proud to announce that staff and 
students raised £252.74  for the Poppy Appeal/British Legion. 



The achievement of our students is paramount to the work teachers, TAs and support staff do 
on a daily basis.  However, we also recognise the importance of a core set skills that students 
need to be successful young people and adults in the C21st.  We call these our 4Cs. 
  
 
We firmly believe that students need the ability to COMMUNICATE effectively.   
This doesn’t just mean in terms of their writing, which is undoubtedly and 
essential skill, but also in terms of their confidence to articulate their view 
verbally, enter into classroom debates and use extensive vocabulary to support 
their arguments.  Equally important is the ability to communicate with numbers, 
having high levels of numeracy skills being essential for day-to-day life.   Also 
incorporated into our Communication strand is the ability to read.  Being a 
confident and strong reader really is the key to opening up a vast range of opportunities in 
life. 
  
 

The capacity to be a CRITICAL THINKER is also an essential skill.  The ability to ask 
questions and develop their own enquiries, make links and connections between 
topics and ideas, reach well-informed conclusions, evaluate evidence and the 
reliability of sources of information and consider problems from different angles 
are skills that are essential to virtually any job a young person could aspire to, so 
we invest time in planning opportunities for students to develop these skills. 
  
 

There are very few situations in life where COLLABORATION is not needed.  We 
want to ensure that our pupils leave The Oakwood Academy with the ability to 
listen actively and share opinions, give and respond to feedback, take 
personal  responsibility for working with others and evaluate their own 
contribution to the group and respect the views and opinions of others and reach 
agreements using negotiation and compromise. 

  

 

Finally, CREATIVITY is a skill that students often link to Arts subjects but it is 
much more than this.  Being creative involves experimenting with ideas and 
questions, learning from and valuing other people’s ideas, making ideas real by 
experimenting with different designs, actions, and outcomes, seeing 
opportunities in mistakes and failures and taking risks in and for learning.  The 
Oakwood Academy values creative thinking and constantly encourages students 
to widen their thinking and explore new ways of looking at the tasks they are completing. 
  
By ensuring that opportunities are planned into our curriculum to explore and develop these 
skills, students are being supported to become the fully-rounded students we want them to 
be, leaving us in Year 11 with a core set of skills which will underpin their future successes. 
  
Over the coming Newsletters we will visit it of these skills in turn, sharing with you what we 
do to develop them and how you can support your child to continue to develop these skills at 
home. 

 



At the beginning of term Year 7 took part in a project entitled 'Heroes'. The students spent time 
discussing the concept of a 'hero', considering personal heroes such as family members and idols, 
superheroes and working heroes. The students were particularly inspired by 'heroes' who have 
recently been supporting the world during the current coronavirus pandemic such as doctors, 
nurses and NHS fund raiser, Captain Tom Moore. The students went on to produce artwork 
inspired by their descriptions of said heroes. Using Pop Artist, Roy Lichtenstein as inspiration for 
their work, the students created vibrant, eye-catching oil pastel pieces showcasing words that 
they felt best described a hero. Here are some examples of their fantastic work: 

This term Year 9 Art students have been creating work connected to the theme, 'The Great 
Outdoors'. As a part of this project, the pupils have produced a range of drawings and mono-
prints, taken photos and created collages. One of the main tasks this term has been to produce a 
primary source observational shoe drawing using charcoal, (an art medium new to the students). 
Focusing on skills such as creating accurate sizes and proportions, applying tonal shading and 
building finer detail and textures, Year 9 have produced some fabulous outcomes. Here are a 
few examples:    



We are acutely aware of the importance of sharing with you information about upcoming events, 
celebrating student success and keeping you up-to-date with the latest news and information 
and we are constantly looking at ways of sharing this with you in ways that are easy for you to 
access.  This is why we are expanding our presence on social media.   
We have begun to put information videos onto our Academy YouTube page:  

 
 

http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/youtube  
 
You can now also follow our new Oakwood Academy Twitter account.  By following the page, 
you will receive regular updates, links to key letters and information about the key events that 
you child will be involved in.  We look forward to you following us at twitter.com/TOA_Notts 
  
COMING SOON – The Oakwood Academy Facebook page! 

Homework has continued to be submitted to be of very high quality this term as these examples 
from English, Design and Art demonstrate. Homework plays a vital role in developing independent 
learning skills and these amazing examples show what a fantastic group of creative and 
independent learners we have here at The Oakwood Academy, well done.  



As the term and year finally comes to an end, we here at The Oakwood Academy would like 
to say a huge thank you to all the students who have shown an excellent attitude to learning 
and demonstrated an extremely positive attitude to learning a school life in general. 

Grace 7A 
Nominated by Mrs 
Dawkins in French. She 
contributes frequently 
every lesson and always 
works to the best of her 
ability.  

Ellie 8A 
Nominated by Mr Hunt 
for outstanding positive 
attitude in Tutor and for 
always being eager to 
help others. 

Thomas 7V 
Nominated by Mr Wylie 
for exceptional effort in 
class, and always asking 
interesting and 
thoughtful questions.  

Isis 8AC 
Nominated by Ms Sheppard 
in Food for outstanding 
positive attitude and for 
always being eager to help 
others. 

Blake 9A 
Nominated by Mr Lowry in 
Science for consistently 
outstanding attitude to 
learning and overall 
positive attitude.  

Lucrezia 9A 
Nominated by Mr 
Hayes for an absolutely 
amazing positive 
attitude towards Design 
and Technology 

Dylan 9RV 
Nominated by Mrs 
Blackwell for outstanding 
positive attitude in 
Business Studies. 
 

Mariana 10AC 
Nominated from Maths 
by Mrs Chapman for 
improved attitude to 
learning and being fully 
engaged with her Maths 
studies. 



Tiernan 7RV 
Nominated by Mr Arif 
for PRE. He is hard 
working, aspirational 
and always working 
towards getting 
achievement points.  

Violet 7AC 
Nominated by Mrs 
Dawkins for exceptional 
positive attitude in 
French and always 
willing to try and meet 
her full potential.  

Jessie-Leigh 10V 
Nominated by Ms A 
Dawkins in Science for 
outstanding attitude to 
learning and a real 
pleasure to have in the 
classroom.  

Lacii-Loren 7V 
Nominated by Miss 
Kennedy for outstanding 
effort in class. She has a 
positive attitude and she 
puts 100% effort into 
everything she does!    

Ben 9R 
Nominated by Mr 
Luckhurst for superb 
participation and 
contributions in History 
lessons. Outstanding 
classwork and homework.   

Aisha 7RV 
Nominated by Miss 
Kennedy for excellent 
positive attitude and 
commitment to reading 
in our library lessons.  

Bartek 9RV 
Nominated by Ms Grey in 
English, attitude to 
learning is excellent.  He is 
a polite, mature young 
man.  Classwork and 
homework are exemplary.  

Shelby 9AC 
Nominated by Mr 
Luckhurst for excellent 
work in History - 
consistently strong 
effort and contributions 
to lessons. 



Rhys 11RV 
Nominated by Miss 
Murray in English for 
positive attitude and 
taking the opportunities 
offered to him.  He also 
contributes well to tutor. 

Eleora 9V 
Nominated by Mrs 
Dawkins for exceptional 
positive attitude in 
French and always 
willing to try and meet 
her full potential.  

Nathan 11A 
Nominated by Ms Grey 
in English for exceptional 
progress in English.  He is 
mature, resilient and 
determined to maximize 
his potential.   

Ieva 10AC 
Nominated by Miss Murray 
in English for consistently 
positive attitude in English. 
She produces work of an 
outstanding quality.  She is 
a pleasure to teach.  

Oliver 10C 
Nominated by Mr 
Redfern in Science for an 
outstanding attitude to 
learning and for making 
high levels of progress in 
lessons.  

Porsha 11AC 
Nominated by Mr Wood 
in Geography for positive 
attitude and always 
being willing to try and 
meet her full potential.  

Ashton 9V 
Nominated by Ms Parkin 
Music as he has become 
more confident this 
term. He is focused and 
keen to learn. Well done 
Ashton!  

Roberta 8RV 
Nominated by Mrs Crosby 
in Geography as she 
consistently works hard, 
produces amazing quality 
homework always with 
brilliant effort.  



Jasraj 7A 
Nominated by Mrs 
Wiltshire for exceptional 
positive attitude in 
Spanish and always being  
willing to try and meet his 
full potential. ¡Bien hecho! 

Rebecca 8A 
Nominated by Mr Arif in 
PRE for demonstrating a 
great attitude to learning 
as well as taking 
leadership initiative when 
doing group work.  

Kyle 7AC 
Nominated by Mr 
McNeil for outstanding 
positive attitude in PE 
and always being willing 
to try and meet his full 
potential.   

Leasha 11A 
Nominated by Ms Stacey in 
Art for outstanding positivity 
and effort in class. She has 
shown a genuine flare for 
Art and puts 100% effort 
into everything she does!    

Caden 8RV 
Nominated by Ms Stacey 
in Art for outstanding 
positivity and effort in 
class.  Consistently 
strong effort and 
contributions to lessons. 

Brogan 11A 
Nominated by Mr McNeil 
for outstanding positive 
attitude in PE and for 
always being eager to 
help others. 

Aimee 8R 
Nominated by Ms Eames 
for excellent work in 
Drama and always being 
willing to try and meet 
her full potential.  

Paris 11A 
Nominated by Ms Eames 
for excellent work in 
Drama and for 
consistently strong effort 
and contributions to 
lessons. 



Eleora 9V 
Nominated by Mrs Perry 
in Health and Social Care 
for consistently having a 
positive attitude towards 
her learning.  
 

Kaitlan 9V 
Nominated by Mrs Perry 
in Health and Social Care 
for always participating in 
lessons and sharing great 
ideas with the class.  

Faye 10AC 
Nominated by Mrs Perry 

in Health and Social Care 

for consistent effort and 

independent learning. 

Taniesha 10C 
Nominated by Mrs Perry in 
Health and Social Care for 
consistent effort and 
independent learning.  

Summer 11R 
Nominated by Ms 
Dawkins in A Science for 
improved attitude to 
learning and always 
being willing to try and 
meet her full potential.  

Caitlin 11AC 
Nominated by Mrs Perry 
in Health and Social Care 
for always putting 100% 
effort into her work.  

Preity 10AC 
Nominated by Dr Inglis 
in Science for always 
being willing to try and 
meet her full potential 
by always putting 100% 
effort into her work.   

Ellie 9AC 
Nominated by Dr Inglis in 
Science for outstanding 
attitude to learning and a 
real pleasure to have in 
the classroom.  



For the last three years, students and staff at The Oakwood Academy have collected donations to 
be given to the Bestwood and Bulwell Foodbank, which is part of a network supported by the 
Trussell Trust. Across the UK, this food bank network provided 1,239,399 emergency food parcels 
to people in crisis between April and September 2020. 2,600 parcels to children every day on 
average in the first six months of the pandemic in the UK.  

 

A typical food parcel contains a minimum of three days of nutritionally balanced, non-perishable, 
tinned and dried foods that have been donated by the local community. Last year the Bestwood 
and Bulwell Foodbank provided 3125 parcels to the local community. Demand for the foodbank 
has been such that a satellite centre has recently opened in Bulwell. Organised by Dr Inglis and 
publicised by Mr Hunt, Year 8 and Year 11 collected donations from all over the academy, 
throughout two weeks and transported the donation to the foodbank at St. Phillip's Church in Top 
Valley. Evie (8A) and Ellie (8A) are pictured below with the kind donations from the staff and 
students. Commenting, Dr Inglis said, "Yet again, the excellent generosity of staff, students and 
their families to support to a charitable cause in the heart of our school community is incredibly 
heartening for all, particularly when demand for its services is greater than ever. A huge thank 
you and well done. 

Evie and Ellie said ‘I think 
at this time of year it’s 
really important that 
people try and think of 
other people, especially 
with the Covid 19 
situation and the huge 
amount of donations 
shows how kind and 
generous people can be.’ 



 

 

We would encourage you on your next visit to the Academy to view a new wall of photographs of 
our Alumni students. So far we have 28 role models which of course will be added to each year. 
The display is situated on the ground floor of Birch block and features students who, in the last 
few years have moved on, in most cases, to further education resulting in some fine 
achievements and very strong potential to develop a great career for themselves. 
  
We are very proud of all our former students and would like to find out more about their 
successes, higher education and careers. 
  
To Join our Alumni or see the work we have done so far please visit our website: 
  
 http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form 

http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form


We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



A warm welcome to our first cohort of Year 12 
Health and Social students who started their 
course in September at the Redhill Academy Post-
16 centre for Health Related Studies.  
 
Restrictions haven’t stopped the Sixth Formers 
from making the most of the opportunities on 
offer and it has been a busy term for them.  
 
In October, students attended a workshop called Sensory Loss Awareness.  By becoming involved 
in practical scenarios, they gained an awareness of the knowledge, skills and attitude required to 
be able to recognise and understand a full range of sensory impairments.   
 
We have been fortunate to have two virtual guest speakers from the NHS who have inspired our 
students towards an in-depth interest in their future careers, helping them identify their own 
strengths and developmental needs and motivating them to realise their dreams.  
 
Sarah, a registered nurse for the NHS for 30 years and trainer and assessor in learning and 
development gave a really beneficial insight about working in the health sector which left the 
students excited to start thinking about work experience and future 
career prospects.  
 
Alumni member Alishe who works as a midwife at Nottingham 
University Hospitals (NUH) spoke to the students about her 
experiences since leaving school and her journey to becoming a 
midwife. Alishe really inspired our students, who rarely get the 
opportunity to hear from relatable role models, particularly ones 
who once sat where they are now sitting!  
 
Our year 12 students were very grateful for their time and left both 
sessions with a clearer idea of their future aspirations. We look 
forward to following their progress in this new and exciting chapter!  
 
Next year the Redhill Academy post-16 centre for health related studies will be offering three 
Level 3 Courses, namely; Health and Social Care, Applied Science and Sport. 
 At the Oakwood Academy, students are fortunate to be able to access a reserved place at the 
Redhill Academy sixth form. It is pleasing to report that a good number of our current Year 11 
students have applied to study ‘A’ levels or a Level 3 BTEC at the Redhill Academy and we look 
forward to supporting their transition within the Redhill Trust.  
We would urge Year 11 students to complete an application form and reserve a place even if 
they have other applications pending. As one can appreciate, choices and situations change 
over time and we wouldn’t want them to miss out on their entitlement to a place.  



 
 

In September, the following Oakwood Academy alumni have gone on to higher education at 
the following post 18 establishments: 

Jorjie Louise Abell The Northern School of Art Acting for Stage and Screen 

Brandon Bonnar Nottingham Trent University Psychology 

Molly Cottee Tantum Nottingham Trent University Journalism 

Lauren Darbyshire Nottingham Trent University Primary Education (QTS) 

Mazen El-Faquih Loughborough University Mechanical Engineering 

(with placement year) 

Aydan Hatherley Loughborough University Chemical Engineering 

Ben Humphreys Nottingham Trent University Mechanical Engineering 

Fitzroy Adolphus Martin Loughborough University Chemistry with a 

Foundation Year 

Xhuljana Novaku Sheffield Hallam University International Business with 

Spanish 

Jack Page Nottingham Trent University History and International 

Relations 

Elise Palmer Nottingham Trent University Psychology with Sociology 

Tiegan Paterson Nottingham Trent University Interior Architecture and 

Design 

Jack Powell University of Leicester Chemistry 

Joe Stanley Reader Liverpool John Moores 

University 

Geography 

Elli Smith University of Lincoln English 

Sophie Spouge University of Leeds Geography 

Odette Stewart University of Derby Criminology and Law 

Kian Taylor Nottingham Trent University Mechanical Engineering 

(with Foundation Year) 

Brandon Wun Nottingham Trent University Mechanical Engineering 

Patrycja Maria Zawieja De Montfort University Criminology 

We wish them all the very best and look forward to hearing about their progress in the future.  



Since joining Oakwood in September, I wanted to award students who have shown outstanding 
achievement in and around our subject. We now have a notice board that presents who PE staff 
have nominated from each Year group. Success criteria is below:  

 

 Attitude to learning  
 Willing to help and support staff and peers in lesson  
 Representing the school (Period 6 extra curriculum)   
 Effort in lessons   
 Positive behaviour   

 

 

 

 

Last terms nominated students were: 

Year 7  

Isabelle 7V - Well done for excellent effort and attitude in Dance. Nominated by Miss Lake  

Archie 7A- Archie has started extremely well in PE. He is clearly very able but also has a great 
attitude to learning. Nominated by Mr Watkins  

Year 8 

Kyle 8R- Kyle always works hard in PE and shows a great attitude towards the subject. 
Nominated by Miss Fowkes  

Ceara 8C - Ceara shows a great attitude around PE, her excellent effort has really been a 
pleasure to teach this half term. Nominated by Miss Watson  

Year 9 

Bartek 9RV - Fantastic effort during GCSE PE, continually striving to perform well practically 
and theoretically. Nominated by Miss Fowkes and Mr McNeill  

Madison 9V - Always ready to learn in core PE lessons, she has shown great determination 
throughout this half term. Nominated by Miss Watson  

Year 10 

Tyler 10C - Tyler is showing high standards consistently in his GCSE theory lessons. Keep up 
the fantastic work. Nominated by Miss Watson  

Jessie-Leigh 10V- She is focused, hardworking and driven to succeed in her GCSE and core PE 
lessons. Nominated by Miss Fowkes  

Year 11 

Tyrell 11R - Tyrell has shown great understanding of Anatomy and Physiology in his GCSE 
theory lessons. His understanding has helped support others in the classroom, well done. 
Nominated by Mr McNeill  

Skylar 11R- Consistent effort during PE, as demonstrated in her theory booklet. Her attitude 
to learning is excellent and has a positive influence on other students. Nominated by Miss 
Fowkes  


