
 We are once again coming towards the end of an extremely 
busy and successful term at The Oakwood Academy. At the 
time of writing this, Year 11 have just completed their mock 
exams and been involved in a mock results day. For most this 
will give them the confidence and momentum needed, 
through hard work and dedication to push on in the new year 
to even greater achievements. For some however, there will 
be some difficult choices to be made in accessing regularly the 
raft of extra support available after school in all subject areas, 
in order to improve next term. 

As you will see in this addition of the newsletter, there have 
been many more exciting events this term. The Academy is 
proud to celebrate becoming City Champions in both Indoor 
Athletics and Dodgeball, as well as visiting both Wembley and 
Old Trafford for enrichment trips. The Year 7’s have also been 
out to Hagg Farm for their House team building outdoor 
adventurous activities trip. In all these areas student conduct 
and engagement was outstanding. Also we are immensely 
proud of the staff and students involved in this year’s 
production of Little Shop of Horrors. A full house would agree 
that there is some real musical and theatrical talent at the 
Academy. We look forward to more students joining them in 
future events. 

Finally it has been a pleasure to welcome both Year 5 
students from local primaries for exciting transition events 
and also last year’s GCSE graduates back for awards evening. 
We were grateful to former student and Oakwood Alumni 
member Natalie Finnie for giving up her time as guest speaker 
to impart some inspirational words of advice. 

All that is left is for me to wish all staff, students and parents a 
very Happy Christmas and New Year. We look forward to 
seeing you all in the new year. 

Mr M Hardy                                                                            
Headteacher 
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The Oakwood Academy were 
exceptionally proud to have had 
former student Miss Natalie 
Finnie as guest speaker at our 
recent Year 12 Awards Evening, 
see page 2 for details. 



The Oakwood Academy celebrated the achievements of the class of 2019 during our annual 
Awards Evening on Wednesday 13th November. 
 

The event recognised the hard work and commitment of the students and included speeches 
from each of our Heads of Faculty, Pastoral Leaders and members of the Senior Leadership 
Team.  
A range of prizes were given for academic excellence within each subject area, contribution to the 
house system, performing arts, excellence in sport, student leadership and the 'all round 
achiever' award which this year was presented to Emily Sharp for making exceptional progress in 
all of her subjects. 
 

Headteacher Mr Hardy said: "The Awards Evening is an opportunity to extend our heartfelt 
thanks to parents, families and staff, whose support and unwavering belief underpin the success 
of The Oakwood Academy's students. 
“Congratulations to every single student receiving an award, all of whom have excelled amongst 
many and represent all that we value at Oakwood” 
 

The Academy also welcomed Natalie Finnie as guest speaker for the evening. As a member of The 
Oakwood Alumni, she is now working as a teacher at Southglade Primary School. Natalie 
delivered an inspirational speech to the students about her journey and the opportunities that 



On Tuesday 11th December, Year 5 pupils became 
trainee Forensics Scientists for the day! As part of 
the Year 5 Science Transition Day, The Oakwood 
Academy's Science Faculty became a 'Crime Scene' 
for a Murder Mystery Cluedo style event. 
 

Pupils were given 'Scene Of Crime' evidence and 
using scientific techniques including: 
chromatography, microscopy, flame tests and pH 
analysis, were able to identify the murderer from 
our line-up of likely suspects. With our new 
recruits no criminal mastermind is safe!  

The mock election was a great way to show students how our democracy works! It was a 
pleasure to be involved and help out. Giving students a chance to feel involved in what an 
election would feel like really helps to introduce a new generation to the things that matter! 
Hopefully it helped to inspire some to think about how important democracy truly is. 
 

Labour, who were represented by Millie and Abdalla, won with a majority of 40%.  
 

Thank you to Owen (C2) for this contribution to the newsletter. 



Zip wires, assault courses, climbing walls and team building challenges all seem like a different 
world to a typical day at The Oakwood Academy but this October, a brave band of Year 7 students 
ventured into the wilds of north Derbyshire to visit Hagg Farm near Hope Valley. 
 

The welcomes were warm and courteous, the food stupendous, and the accommodation was 
outstanding. The students took part in a number of activities including rock climbing, assault 
courses and team building exercises with the emphasis on encouraging the students to develop 
their communication skills, determination, resilience and teamwork.  
 

Here’s what some of our students said about the event: 
 

‘It was one of the best trips of my life, I wish I could do it all over again.’ Rihanna, C3 
 

‘I wish that we could go there again, we had so much fun, it was amazing.’ Alex, R1 

Be afraid, be very afraid, on Friday the 13th (of all days!) December, we stepped into Mr 
Mushnik’s Little Shop of Horrors for a spectacular musical production, packed with sensational 
singing, impressive American accents, botanical world domination and a touch of mutilation! It 
was an outstanding performance and congratulations to everyone involved.  



 

 

We would encourage you on your next visit to the academy to view a new wall of photographs of 
our Alumni students. So far we have 28 role models which of course will be added to each year. 
The display is situated on the ground floor of Birch block and features students who, in the last 
few years, have moved on, in most cases, to further education resulting in some fine 
achievements and very strong potential to develop a great career for themselves. 
  
We are very proud of all our former students and would like to find out more about their 
successes, higher education and careers. 
  
To Join our Alumni or see the work we have done so far please visit our website: 
  
 http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form 

http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form


We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



The Girls football team represented 
competed in the 9 aside City football 
tournament earlier this year. The team made 
up of Year 7/8 and 9 girls have been training 
every week after school and this was their 
first experience of competing together in a 
competitive format. The team performed 
well and won 3 out of 6 games. They were 
crowned 3rd in the city!  
Well done girls! Keep up the good work! 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7 students competed in the City 
Indoor Athletics competition this half term. 
Both the Boys and Girls team qualified for 
the finals night, finishing 1st and 3rd 
respectfully in the heats. The girls were 
outstanding on Finals Night and 
comfortably won the Heat, finishing 1st in 
the Development City final. The boys also 
gave a very strong account of themselves 
and finished in Bronze medal position. A 
great effort!! 

The Year 8 boys competed in the City Dodgeball competition this half term. The event was 
hosted at Oakwood with 6 schools competing. The boys showed tremendous grit and 
endeavour to grind out results.  

They won all 5 games on the 
evening and were crowned Gold 
Medalists and City Champions. 
This group of students has showed 
amazing commitment to 
Extracurricular this year!!  
 
Keep up the hard work Boys. Well 
done!!!  



Week 1 

Monday 6th January..................................... Year 11 Assertive Mentoring Week 

 ..................................................................... Year 9 and 10 Holocaust Trip this week                        

Tuesday 7th January ..................................... Into University Visit 

Wednesday 8th January ............................... iMedia Exam (pm)                                                           

 ..................................................................... Into University Visit  

 

Week 2 

Monday 13th January .................................. Geography House Event this week                          

 ..................................................................... Year 7 Visit to Leicester Space Centre 

Tuesday 14th January................................... Year 5 DT Transition Event 

Wednesday 15th January ............................. Year 11 EPA Gallery 

Thursday 16th January ................................. Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

 

Week 1 

Monday 20th January .................................. Year 7 Review Week 

Wednesday 22nd January ............................ Year 11 Poetry Live Visit 

Thursday 23rd January ................................. School closes at 2pm 

 

Week 2 

Monday 27th January .................................. Year 9 Review Week 

 ..................................................................... Science House Event this week 

Wednesday 29th January ............................. School closes at 2pm 

 

Week 1 

Monday 3rd February .................................. Year 8 Reading Tests 

Wednesday 5th February ............................. Billionaire Boy Literacy Project 

Friday 7th February ...................................... HSC Exam (am) 

 

Week 2 

Monday 10th February ................................ PE House Event this week 

 ..................................................................... Year 8 NTU Visit 

Wednesday 12th February ........................... Year 11 Visit to Science Live 

Thursday 13th February  .............................. HPV Vaccinations 

 ..................................................................... Visit to Theatre (Inspector Calls) 

Friday 14th February  ................................... End of Term 

 

 

 


