
 Year 11 are currently in the process of completing their final 
GCSE mock exams before embarking on the real thing next term. 
They have worked incredibly hard to be as fully prepared as 
possible and I would like to take the opportunity to thank all the 
staff who have put on extra sessions for the students, as well as 
parents for all their support. The next piece of support coming 
up will be Easter Revision school, that will once again be running 
in the first week of the Easter Holidays for year 11. In the past 
this has always been extremely popular and immensely 
important in providing a catalyst for extensive revision over the 
holidays. In light of the current uncertain climate, we will of 
course keep parents fully informed of any changes to such 
preparations being made. 

Once again you will find the newsletter packed full of student 
achievements in all aspects of the academy and it is great to see 
so many students from every year group going the extra mile 
both in and out of lessons. They should be extremely proud that 
their hard work has led to such high achievements and that they 
are representing the Oakwood Academy with distinction. We 
very much look forward to better weather and our summer term 
Oakwood Plus activities commencing soon after the Easter 
break. Can I finish by thanking all parents for their comments on 
the recent Curriculum surveys and wider parents evening 
surveys. They were overwhelmingly positive about the direction 
the academy is taking, and as always comments for further 
improvement will be taken on board and carefully considered. 

 

Mr M Hardy 

Headteacher 
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The school is committed to supporting the key values of: 

 Democracy 
 The rule of law 
 Individual liberty 
 Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs 
 Equality 
 

We have introduced and embedded a number of initiatives to promote these important values. 
These have been through our PSHE programmes and through our focus on characteristics of The 
Oakwood Learner. In addition, these values are covered in many aspects of the curriculum, our 
tutor and assemblies programme and through other aspects of school life such as student 
leadership. 
 

DRIVE is our specific approach to promoting and embedding these values in our academy. These 
are outlined below: 

British Values and The 
Oakwood Academy Values 

At Oakwood, we believe…  

Democracy Everybody has a role to play and people should be able to 
voice their opinions about the issues that matter to them 
in a DEMOCRATIC way  

The rule of law 
Responsibility 

Laws and rules are there to keep us safe. Everyone needs 
to respect them and take RESPONSIBILITY for their actions  

Individual liberty 
Independence 

In the importance of individuals developing the self-
esteem, confidence and initiative necessary to think 
INDEPENDENTLY  

Tolerance of those of different 
faiths and beliefs  
Value  

Everyone’s beliefs, religious or otherwise should be 
VALUED and respected unless they exchange hatred or 
harm towards others   

Equality  People should be treated EQUALLY regardless of their age, 
gender, sexuality, religion or background  

Congratulations to 58 Year 11 Oakwood students who 
were interviewed for the Redhill Academy 6th Form, 
and have been offered conditional places.  
Our students have applied to a wide range of colleges 
in the city. We also recently attended an 
apprenticeships fair with a group of Year 11s, who 
really engaged with the event.   



After a long journey to Cambridge, the students went on a tour of the campus, took part in 
sessions about University life and note-taking, and then had their first tutorial with their PhD 
tutor, Kinkini Chatterjee, from the University of Leicester.  The students also had lunch in the 
main dining hall in a scene that could have been taken straight out of Hogwarts! 
 

The students involved are investigating the impact of neo-liberalism on co-working spaces and 
will have to complete their assignment by the beginning of April, with a graduation ceremony 
due to take place in the summer term. 
 

There is no underestimating how difficult this challenge is for the students involved, but they 
were brilliantly engaged with the activities and tutorials on the day and have worked hard and 
with enthusiasm in the tutorials so far.  I know they will do the Academy and themselves proud. 

On the 21st January, I had the pleasure of taking 
12 Year 9 and 10 students (Ieva, Cadence, Toni, 
Tyler, Macie, Indiyana, Caleb, Lilli-Anna, 
Courtney, Harvey, Angelo and Courtney) to The 
Brilliant Club launch at Trinity College, 
Cambridge. The Brilliant Club is a programme 
designed to get students engaged with the style 
of learning and assessment that takes place at 
University.  They work with a PhD specialist in a 
given area, who leads their learning and supports 
them, through regular tutorials, to create an 
assignment which will then be graded in a similar 
fashion to a University dissertation. 

A group of Year 8 students visited The University of Nottingham on 10th February to find out 
about what it is like to be a student and what facilities the University have on offer. It was a 
fantastic day; Year 8’s worked with existing university students to find out about what courses 
can be studied,  they were given a walking tour of the campus and enjoyed lunch in one of the 
halls of residence.  

In the afternoon, they participated in a team 

task designing what they thought University of 

the future would look like, presenting back to 

the whole cohort. We had a great day and the 

students were a credit to the Academy. 

Olivia, Bethany, Ivy and Abigail enjoying the 

culture and atmosphere of their trip to the 

University of Nottingham. 

Oakwood students enjoying the 
atmosphere at Cambridge University 



On the very last day before the Christmas Holidays, we 
gathered for the highlight of the school year - 
Oakwood's Got Talent. The show is performed each 
year to students in KS3 but is open to entries for any 
student in any year. Auditions are held first before the 
final acts are chosen for the big day.  

 

Testament to the popularity of the show, the number 
of acts this year increased and it was good to see a 
greater diversity of acts from singers to magical acts. 
The judges chose Blake as the winner after he spell 
bounded us with his card tricks. Blake will go forward 
to represent the school in the Trust's Talent Show later 
in the year.  
 

A big thank you to Mrs Murray and Miss Bonney for 
hosting the show and all those that took part: 
 
Mie-Li,  Estera, Keira, Keanu, Ellie, Faye, George, Blake,  
Millie, Lucas, Isabella, Mason, Charlotte, Ivy, Olivia,  
Rhianna, Chloe, Sophie, Sharnay and Josh. 

Pictured here is Blake, our resident 
magician and winner of the 2019 
Oakwood’s Got Talent Competition. 

A group of 9 students from Years 8, 9 and 10 were invited to Boots to take part in the Dove self-
esteem workshop. The aim of the day was to come back with an action plan to help boost self-
esteem in our school. The day started with a talk and warm up with the amazing Ayo. Students 
were then spoke to by representatives from Boots and Dove. The students found the talks 
inspirational and were then excited and ready for the rest of the day.  

The day ended with all schools gathering back together and presenting their ideas to each other. 
Our students all had a role in presenting their ideas and all got on stage to present their work in 
front of 100 people. They were all confident, well spoken and got their ideas across to the rest of 
the schools present at the event. At the end everyone was invited on stage for a group photo.  



Language Barriers 
Tsvetina V10  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Time to restart, 
Leave that special place in my heart, 
I announced my last goodbyes, 
Beads of water overflowing from my eyes. 
Few months into the future, 
I got used to the new culture, 
However one vital fact I forgot, 
An English speaker I was not. 
Firstly attending the new school, 
I had nothing to ridicule, 
Until time came to meet the students, 
For every minor issue they had rude comments. 
Days upon days insecurity grew, 
Although the meaning of the words they said I rarely knew, 
By the time my linguistic skills improved, 
The location of my home had moved. 

Students spent the day at the Royal Concert Hall in Nottingham listening to poets performing 
their work in preparation for Literature Paper 2.  Students study a cluster of 15 poems and are 
assessed on their comparative abilities and analysis in the exam.  They have to compare two 
poems but only one is named on the paper and so, the other poem is from memory.  The 
students do not know until they open their exam paper which is the named poem.   
 
This was an opportunity to speak to real poets about their work and gain a greater insight to 
further deepen their understanding, as well as strengthen their English Literature 
result.  Students also heard from a chief examiner who gave essential advice not only on the 
cluster poetry but on the unseen poetry and how to tackle it in the exam.   
 
The Poet Laureate, Simon Armitage also performed and read his poetry aloud as well as his 
predecessor Carol Ann Duffy.  This forum helps to attract people towards poetry and 
illuminate important issues within society.  Students were positive about the experience and 
have gained even more confidence in their preparedness for the mock and public exams. 
 

Across Key Stage 3 and 4, students took part in a writing competition: MyVoice, a Creative 
Writing Competition as part of Nottingham City of Literature.  They had to write a piece 
reflecting their ideas about social injustice.  Congratulations to Year 8 student, Tsvetina, who 
was one of three winners in the 10-13 category across the City. We are incredibly proud of her 
and feel that her poem is a prime example of the talent and ability of all our students. 



 

 

We would encourage you on your next visit to the academy to view a new wall of photographs of 
our Alumni students. So far we have 28 role models which of course will be added to each year. 
The display is situated on the ground floor of Birch block and features students who, in the last 
few years, have moved on, in most cases, to further education resulting in some fine 
achievements and very strong potential to develop a great career for themselves. 
  
We are very proud of all our former students and would like to find out more about their 
successes, higher education and careers. 
  
To Join our Alumni or see the work we have done so far please visit our website: 
  
 http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form 

http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni-contact-form


We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



On 15th January, 4 students from Oakwood Academy 
competed in the Regional Finals of the Royal Society's Top 
of The Bench Chemistry competition. They were 
Goodnews, Kian, Marta and Dakota. The students had 
already completed an assessment round in the winter 
term, and won through to the event in Derby.  On the day 
the students completed another Chemistry quiz and were 
given a very challenging practical task which they worked 
very hard indeed to complete.  

On the week of the 24th February, the Music 
Department held the Music House event for solo 
performances. There were some outstanding 
performances in KS3 and the range of instruments 
used and ability on them was a pleasure to hear.  
Special mention goes to Charlie in Year 8 and Isis 
in Year 7 for some incredible performances and 
such high standard of technical ability, confidence. 

Despite their valiant efforts they didn't finish in the top three but took great pride in 
representing the Academy at such a prestigious event. The students in Year 9 and 10 were keen 
to have a go again next year.  

Well done to all that entered and great to see and hear so much talent here at Oakwood. 

All students in RE lessons this term will be making a 40 day promise to the environment. So far 
promises range from not dropping litter to taking the bus or even using shanks’ pony for short 
journeys instead of the car! Some students have promised to help out at home with the 
recycling or even reduce their food waste. There are promises to stop or reduce eating fast 
foods and stop using single use plastics for drinks. It is hoped that these apparently small and 
individual actions will build to having some local impact on our environment, and that after the 
40 days we will get so used to keeping our promise that we will continue. This idea began in 
our Year 10 lessons and will spread further. Our Eco group who look after the school allotment 
have just planted our first Organic crops (Strawberries), and have vegetables from seed 
growing in our Greenhouse. Your Envirolent promise could be to join that group. Whatever 
your promise we can all make a difference and help to stop or possibly begin to reverse some 
of the damage which is threatening our environment. 



Annually, the Oakwood Academy doesn’t just 
celebrate World Book Day but celebrates every 
aspect of reading in what we call our Week of 
Words.  As you will read below, lots of 
excellent activities, competitions and 
workshops are organised for students to take 
part in.   

The aim of the week is to really get students to celebrate their love of reading and understand 
the power and importance of reading in their lives.  Alongside our Week of Words we also 
launched our involvement in the Redhill Academy Readathon.  All of the schools in the Trust use 
World Book Day as their launching point for getting students involved in a sponsored read with 
the aim of raising money for a charity called Read for Good.  Read for Good supply new books 
and organise storytellers to go into the country’s largest hospitals, including our own QMC, to 
support children who are terminally ill or who have to spend extensive times in hospitals.  It is 
such an amazing thought that our students contribute to help these young people out in their 
toughest times.  

Countdown 

Book Swap 
Many students and teachers took part in this event 
to find something new to read, recommend good 
books and have fun in the process! It was a great 
success! A huge thank you to those of you who 
donated books, and also if you gave spare book 
tokens to someone who didn’t have any.                           
Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

On  Friday 6th March as part of the Week of Words, the Library 
held a Countdown competition. This is an annual event where 
the students compete against each other to be crowned the 
Countdown Champions. There were seven teams that took 
part across all year groups. It was an extremely close 
competition and all teams played excellently. Well done to the 
winners Cadence, Jack, Harrison and Caleb. Special mention to 
our glamourous assistants Thomas and Karla for being 
Oakwood’s own Rachel Riley.  

Pictured here are students 
enjoying an anagram 
activity and a story teller 
session with Nicky Rafferty 
which the students were 
really engaged in and eager 
to learn more about story 
structure. 



Throughout the year, each House will take a 
moment to consider how it can best support and 
raise funds for it's chosen House Charity. When 
the House system was established, Virtus 
students chose Macmillan Cancer Support and 
over the years we have worked hard to raise the 
profile of the charity's work. This year, 
Ambassadors for Virtus collectively decided to 
raise funds by selling cakes and holding a 
competition to 'Guess the Sweets in the Jar'. 

 

 

In addition, they created their own Valentine's Cards to be sold and hand delivered during Tutor 
Time on Valentine's Day itself. Overall we raised a staggering £240. Well done to all!  

Many thanks to all who entered last week’s House competition either as tutor groups or 
as individuals for the other competitions. There were many entries which focused on 
calling our period of time something to do with environment, population and the 
damage this period of time seems to be doing to our natural world. Others focused on 
technological ideas and the huge progress made in science and technology over the past 
century, and others focused on war and conflict. All were valid and good ideas; however 
we judged the winners to be… 

 
 

R4 = “The Advancing Period” 
A7 = “The Pollution Era” 
V7 = “Diversity Decades” 
V9 = “The Age of Development” 
 
 
 
 
 

For those who entered either the “would most like to meet” or “most important person 
in History”, again there were some very thoughtful and considered entries. Rosa Parks 
was a popular choice and understandably so for such an unassuming yet important 
individual in the continuing story of Civil Rights in the USA. There were entries including 
“all of the soldiers who fought in WW1” which gave food for thought. The most popular 
choice was Martin Luther King Junior and there were two entries which explained 
beautifully his importance not only as a role model for Black people and minorities in 
the USA but as a role model to us all for campaigning and so eloquently speaking for all 
about the importance of equal Rights and equality of opportunity. The winners for this 
were… 

 

Vernon – A7 – Martin Luther King Jr 
Connor – V1 – Alan Turin 
Callum  – V7 – William Shakespeare 
Valentay – V7 – Martin Luther King Jr 
 



The Year 8 girls attended the city athletics and finished 
2nd in the heats and then came 3rd overall in the city. All 
girls that participated showed excellent enthusiasm, 
spirit, talent and great sportsmanship supporting and 
encouraging each other. Well done girls!!  

Pictured here are Lucrezia, Gift, Shelby, Eleora, 
Madison, Ivy and Charlie. 

The Year 7 boys competed in the Nottingham City 
schools Futsal competition. The boys showed excellent 
teamwork and ability during all games. They finished 
4th in the City! A great Effort!!  

Pictured here are James, Jude, Theo, Mckenzie, Alfie, 
Teagan, Taylor and Aidan. 

 

A large group of students competed in the City schools 
Cross Country this term. Each student represented the 
academy is a very positive way. One student in 
particular, Lucrezia did exceptionally well finishing 1st 
in the City! Well done Everyone!!  

A special thanks to Emeka, Aiden, Lucas, Lucrezia, Zain, 

Harry, Elliot, Ellis, Riley, Declan, Zion, Ashton, 

Mohammed, Taylor, Aiden, Jude, Myles, Farzan, Alex,  

Rebecca, Scarlette, Ceara, Christian, Toby, Harvey, Taylor, Owen, Kya, Angel, Jessie, James, Josh, 

Naomi, Chanel, Phoebe, Tia, Natalia, Claudia, Ivy, Acadei-Kaja, Ellie and Amy for taking part. 



Monday 24th February ................................ Year 11 Assertive Mentoring Week 

 ..................................................................... Music House Event This week                        

Tuesday 25th February ................................ Year 11 Art Exam 

Wednesday 26th February ........................... Year 11 Art Exam 

Thursday 27th February ............................... Year 8 Parents’ Evening 
 

Monday 2nd March ...................................... Year 11 Mock Exams                                                   

 ..................................................................... History House Event This week  

Thursday 5th March ..................................... Year 11 Mock Exams     

 ..................................................................... Year 8 Options Evening (7pm)                        
 

Monday 9th March....................................... Year 11 Mock Exams  

Wednesday 11th March  .............................. Year 9 Visit to Big Bang Fair 
 

Monday 16th March  .................................... MFL House Event This week  

 ..................................................................... Science House Event this week 

Wednesday 18th March ............................... Pint Size Theatre Company 

Thursday 19th March ................................... Year 11 Photos 
 

Monday 23rd March .................................... Year 10 Mock Exams  

Wednesday 25th March ............................... Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 26th March ................................... Year 10 Drama Exam 

Friday 27th March ........................................ Year 11 Reports Issued 
 

Monday 30th March .................................... Year 10 Mock Exams  

 ..................................................................... Year 11 Assertive Mentoring week                                                        
 

EASTER HOLIDAYS  Monday 6th April to Friday 17th April 

  Monday 6th April Tuesday 7th  April 

Session 1:  

9.15-10.30 

Business, Comb Science (C), Triple Science (B), 

History, Geography, Spanish (F) 

English, Maths, History 

10.30-10.40 Break Break 

Session 2:  

10.40-12.00 

Business, Comb Science (P), Triple Science (C), 

History, Geography, Spanish (H) 

English, Maths, History 

12.00-12.40 Lunch Lunch 

Session 3:  

12.40-2.00 

Business, Comb Science (B), Triple Science (P), 

History, Geography,  

English, Maths, History 


