
It is the end of another very busy term at The Oakwood Academy, which has 
seen many successes for our students. I am delighted that this newsletter 
highlights so much of the work we do to widen students’ experiences beyond the 
classroom, as well as providing high standards of teaching and learning every 
day. 
 

In this newsletter you will read about our new ‘Pledges’ system, which 
encourages all students to take part in activities, to take on responsibilities and 
develop their confidence. This system is common across all schools in the Redhill 
Trust, and along with other programmes such as the Duke of Edinburgh scheme, 
helps students to become confident, well rounded individuals.  
 

I want to say a special thank you to all the parents and family members who 
joined us for our recent Expressive Arts Christmas Extravaganza on Thursday 7th 
December. It was amazing to see so many of our students involved in drama, 
dance, fashion and music performances. The bravery of students to stand up and 
perform in front of peers, staff and family was both impressive and heart-
warming. 
 

I also want to thank the staff and parents who have gone the extra mile to 
support students this term, whether that be at sporting events, transition 
events, or school trips and carol concerts. It is so important that students are 
involved in these activities, and the time given up by staff and family members is 
greatly appreciated. 
 

Christmas can be a wonderful time of year for children and families, and I hope 
that you are able to enjoy the time with those closest to you and make some 
special memories. School starts back on Monday 8th January, and our Year 11 
parents evening is on Wednesday 10th January. Please make every effort to join 
us for the parents evening to discuss the progress your child is making. 
 

On behalf of all the staff, I wish you a very Merry Christmas and a prosperous 
and healthy New Year. 

Mr Wylie, Deputy Head Teacher 



2017 has seen the introduction of the Pledges System to The Oakwood Academy. 
Pledges are an exciting initiative designed to encourage students to experience a range of 
activities and opportunities both in and out of normal school life.  
 
Whilst our students come to school every day in order to ensure they leave year 11 with 
the best results they possibly can to give them the best possible opportunities, we know 
from experience that students who have a well-rounded education and who take part in a 
wide range of activities and experiences outside of the classroom give themselves the 
best fighting chance when competing with their peers for places at further education and 
for employment.  
 
We have therefore provided students with ten very different ways that they can 
contribute to their house, academy life and develop their personal skills. Each of the 
pledges are aimed at encouraging students to step out of their comfort zone and try 
something new. To support our programme, each student has been issued with a ‘Pledge 
Passport’ where they will record each contribution 
they make towards their pledges. Around school there 
are displays for each pledge which show students 
examples of what they can do to complete them. 
Students have already been introduced to their 
pledges and have received support in tutor time to 
identify opportunities to achieve their pledges.  There 
will be dedicated time to help students to focus on 
pledges that they need to complete and to celebrate their accomplishments.  
 
The pledges are: 
 
1)  To contribute to Academy Sporting events.   
2)  To contribute to Academy Expressive Arts events. 
3)  To contribute to Academy STEM subject events.    

4)  To organise and actively participate in assemblies. 
5)  To organise and actively participate in at least three 
 fundraising events or House charities. 
6)  To represent your House in at least ten different 
 House activities. 
7)  To participate in activities that support others within 
 the Academy. 
8)  To attend cultural or sports events outside of school. 
9)  To participate in wider community projects. 

10)      To read three novels per year and complete a book review for each. 
  
Students will be rewarded for the completion of their pledges at key milestones and will 



be celebrated in house and academy 
assemblies.  
 
Apart from the enriching nature of the 
pledges the ultimate goal is for students 
to complete enough pledges in order to 
earn their invitation to their prom. This will help to instil in our students the sense that the 
best things come to those who wait and who earn them. It will encourage students to give 
back to the academy and be a good citizen in order to be rewarded with the party of a life 
time after five years of very hard work.  
 
As this is the first year that pledges have featured at The Oakwood Academy, we are 
phasing them in. This is only fair, as our older students have a much shorter time to be 
able to complete them.  
 
To that end, the number of pledges that students are expected to have achieved by the 
end of Spring Term in their year 11 are: 
Year 11: 3 pledges 
Year 10: 5 pledges 
Year 9:  6 pledges 
Year 8:  7 pledges 
Year 7:  8 pledges 
 
We hope that parents and carers will support and encourage our students to seize every 
opportunity that comes their way in order to help them achieve their pledges, and we 
look forward to sharing the successes of students with you in the weeks and months to 
come.  
 

 

This year, The Oakwood Academy have enrolled 23 
year 9 and 10 students onto their Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh Award.  Students started in October with 
a parent information meeting with Ms Stokes, DofE 
Manager, David Ashurst, Operations Manager for our 
region along with students, Megan Crane and James 
Bird.  Megan and James showed true DofE traits presenting to parents and answering key 
questions on their DofE experience.   Well done to both.   
 
DofE lessons have now begun, students are completing expedition training in readiness for 
their practice expedition in April.  We are really pleased at The Oakwood Academy that 
each year our number of participants increases.  The DofE award is a great opportunity for 
students that embark upon it. 

Pictured : William Gadsby who has started his skill section working on IT and robotics.  
William along with Mr Harbour will run an after school club in the new year. 



 

The Oakwood Academy choir performed at The 

Bestwood’s Christmas Lights Switch On event at the 

Bestwood Church on Thursday 30th November.   Our 

students have participated in this event for the last few 

years and their performance was outstanding again, 

even singing outside in the snow.   Mr Gillott accompanied his choir and said, “I am very 

proud of our students, they showed our community what talent we have here at The 

Oakwood Academy. Well done to, Corey Barlow, Lily Dalley, Jessica Oliver, Goodnews 

Nwuso, Olivia Ellis, Jade Green and Jodie Gough.” 

 
On Thursday 7th December, The Oakwood Academy hosted the Christmas Lights Switch 
On event in partnership with the Warren Action Group (WAG).  For the last couple of 
years the WAG has raised money to have lights around our schools and this year a 
fabulous Christmas tree.  The choirs from The Oakwood Academy and Warren Primary 
Academy started the event with a spectacular performance for the community at the 
front of school, ending with the classic, ’We wish you a Merry Christmas’ and the light 
switch on.  Parents, friends and family were then invited into school to join our Christmas 
celebrations including Santa’s grotto funded by The Oakwood Academy’s PTFA and 
Christmas stalls by the WAG and Friends of Warren. 
 
After a small interval, the Expressive Arts 
performance began.   Mrs Johnson, said. “We are 
so very proud of all our students who performed 
in dance, drama and music. The Christmas spirit 
was certainly in the air as well as incredible 
talent, dedication and passion for performing. 
The evening had a warm and cheerful atmosphere that made us all smile with admiration 
for our wonderfully gifted students.  Thank you to every single person involved, it was 
another truly memorable evening.” 
 
 



What an exciting start to the academic year! 
 
In September, the Expressive Arts department thoroughly enjoyed a fun-filled and very creative 
day with 60 year 6 students from Southglade and Robin Hood Primary school.  Based on the play 
‘Mystery at Magpie Manor’ students learnt the Charleston in Dance,  composed a soundtrack in 
Music, bought a script to life in Drama and designed and made a window of Magpies in Art. 
Students were invited to bring their families along to see their work which was on display at our 
Open Evening.  
 
Year 5 Students from Warren Primary Academy welcomed our English department for a morning 
of creative writing based on the Rainforest. Our staff thoroughly enjoyed the visit and look 
forward to returning to work with the students in the near future.   
 
On 19th October, 60 Rise Park students joined the World Studies faculty to 
take part in three sessions taught by History, Geography and RE teachers. 
Student’s skills were put to the test as they built their own countries, made 
medieval medicine to cure the plague and studied mindfulness and 
techniques to deal with stress. It was a fabulous day and all of the students commented on how 

much they enjoyed the experience.  
 
Our Technology department had the pleasure of 
entertaining 60 year 5 students from Westglade and 
Carrington Primary’s for a ‘party’ themed project. They 
completed some challenging tasks, in ICT, Textiles and 
Food but walked away with huge smiles on their faces 

and a party bag full of the goodies they had designed and made during the day.  
 

We very much look forward to working with our primary schools on the following projects next 
term: 

 

 

 

 

The Children's University (CU) Trust is a charitable trust that provides 7 to 14 year olds (and 5 

to 6 year olds with their families) with exciting and innovative learning activities and 

experiences outside normal school hours. The Oakwood Academy are pleased to be working 

with Nottingham Trent University on this project.  We have over 30 students taking part who do 

extra enrichment activities in their own time.  We celebrate achievement and reward 

participation through our certificates. Raising children's aspirations is important to us and we aim 

to develop the understanding that learning can be "...a satellite navigation system to better 

places in life…". 

Students have worked with NTU on their promotional video, ready for the next groups of 

students to start the project. 



In October, the year 9 Rugby team played four games at Moderns RUFC. There were a number of 
stand out performances notably Ciaran McBride, Declan Tatton, Ciaran Allen, Michael Straw, all team 
members represented the school fantastically.  But more importantly, great team performances with 
some very close results against larger schools. Many thanks to Mr Harbour for giving his time, he has 
also been instrumental in securing Oakwood coaching from his connection with Nottingham RUFC. 
Oliver Wesson, C Allen, Josh Hammans, Martins Okojie, Jermaine Hamilton, George Walton, Terese 
Williams, Michael Straw, Declan Tatton, Ciaran McBride, J.Shaw, Mitchell Rowley and Riko Attride-Mason 
 
Next match - The results of this weeks games are below. We have more than fought our corner in the 
City playing some well established Rugby Schools. At the end of the competition we placed fourth out of 
the eight school’s that attended. This is a big achievement and put us on the Rugby map within the City. 
We narrowly missed out on third place to a last minute score against us in the game we drew having 
dominated for large periods. Well done to all the boys involved. 
 
Week 1 
Trinity v Oakwood, 3-1 (lost) 
Oakwood v Emmanuel, 2-0 (lost) 
Oakwood v Bluecoat,  2-2 (lost) 
Oakwood v Farnbourough , 5-0 (Won) 
Week 2 
Oakwood v Fernwood, 3-3 (draw) 
Oakwood v Nusa, 7-3 (won) 
Oakwood V Ellis Guildford, 4-2 (won) 
 

The following girls represented the Academy in a series of games 
in the Netball Central Venue League on Tuesday 26th September 
and Tuesday 3rd October: 
 
Keona Kennedy, Madison Hartshorn, Mia Walker, Neve Burdus, 
Bijonsze Vida, Ella Weightman, Tiegan Paterson, Demi Tatton, Ellie 
Hopkins, Abbie Whitehead, McKenzie Bradshaw and Megan Crane 
 
The came a very impressive third place. 
 
Over the past three weeks the following girls have represented the 
Academy in the City Development League.  They have played against some of the best schools in the city 
and came out victorious, proudly winning the Gold medal. 

 
The girls started the tournament on Monday 2nd October playing at 
Bluecoat Wollaton, winning every single game they played.  They headed to 
the second round on Monday 9th October playing at Park Vale again winning 
every single game they played and not allowing the other teams to score one 
goal past them.  This then lead the girls to the finals against other schools in 
the south of the city, playing on Monday 16th October at Bluecoat 
Wollaton.  After a few tough games and the side line support from Mr 
Eddyshaw, the girls were announced the winners - well done ladies!   
 

Francia Goth, Ivana Kennedy, Brogan Paterson, Isabelle Churchill, Katie Dao, Manar El-Faquih, Loren 
Collin, Summer Clark, Carys Rogers and Paris Bainbridge 



 

1st Certus (400points) 1st Robus (400points) 1st Virtus 
2nd Robus (300points) 2nd Animus (300points) 2nd Certus 
3rd Animus (200points) 3rd Virtus (200points) 3rd Animus 
4th Virtus (100points) 4th Certus (100points) 4th Robus 
 
Well done to all houses 
 

On Wednesday 22nd November, Mr Eddyshaw and Miss Fowkes took the 
year 7 Sports Hall Athletics Teams to Ellis Guilford to compete in the Sport 
hall athletic Secondary Event Round 1.   Both teams compete in a series of 
events from an obstacle rely, shot put, vertical jump to different running 
events and many more.  It was a great atmosphere and both teams scored 
exactly the same points, a grand 183 which has sent them through to the Plate 
Final. 
Boys Team: Girls Team: 
Elliott Baker Chanel Martin 
Curtis James Edwards Skye-Olivia McFarlane-Lees 
Christian-Lee Bentley Amanda Sena 
Harvey Sharpe Sarita Hibbert 
Steven Davis-Waplington Faye Buck 
Shane Richardson Tia Topham 
 
The following students represented the academy in the Plate Final for the 
Sports Hall Athletics on Wednesday 6th December at Ellis Guilford.  Both 
teams had massive success; the girls achieved the Gold medal and the boys 
achieved the Bronze  - well done! 
Girls:  Boys: 
Chanel Martin Elliott Baker 
Sarita Hibbert  Curtis James Edwards 
Amanda Sena  Harvey Sharpe-Boothby 
Faye Buck  Steven Davis-Waplington 
Tia Topham  Shane Richardson 
Skye-Olivia McFarlane-Lees Oliver Roberts 
 Christian-Lee Bentley 
 
The PE department are continuing their partnerships which they have forged over the years with 

Nottingham Forest Football Club and the University of Nottingham.  Every Monday after school, NFFC 

are coaching a team of 30 girls in football, some of the students are using this as a section for their Duke 

of Edinburgh Award.  The programme runs for 30 weeks and the girls will get to compete against other 

schools in the City. 

Following on from the success of last year’s trampolining club, University of Nottingham are coaching 

students and helping them improve upon their technique.  Some of the students are able to use this club 

as part of their GCSE PE. 

We are naturally indebted to our partners, their support helps shape our PE curriculum and provide 

additional enrichment after school. 



The Oakwood Library recently held a Christmas Literacy Event 

which saw all sorts of activities take place. A book fair was held 

over the week and students in years 7 and 8 were able to look 

around it whilst in their Accelerated Reader lessons. The fair was 

also open at break, lunch and after school. A Christmas character 

hunt took place which saw students having to find out which book 

characters certain members of staff were. This had a great 

response and the winner won a book of their choice.  

Finally, a Bring-a-Book house competition ran over the week. We 

asked students and staff to donate a book to send to a charity 

called, Books Abroad. The charity provides books for schools, 

colleges and universities in developing countries. We had a 

fantastic response from all the houses and we are currently in the 

process of counting them up!  

 

Miss Hough from the Library and Ms Stokes from Careers ran a four week Literacy project for 

year 5 students at Southglade Primary School. Over the course of the project we read the book, 

Billionaire Boy by David Walliams, and engaged the students in activities such as hot seating, 

writing a letter of advice to the main character and creating their own awards ceremony for the 

characters. At the end of the project, year 5 were invited to Oakwood for a celebration event to 

watch the Billionaire Boy film. 

This term during film club, we have watched, A Monster Calls, Lilo and Stitch, Warm Bodies 
and the Grinch. Students have also written their own fable style story, designed their own 
monster, took part in quizzes, written film reviews, created film posters, ate a lot of biscuits and 
received plenty of prizes.  
 

 
On the 15th 
November, 60 students from Rise Park Primary visited The Oakwood Academy’s Science 
department to look at different scientific techniques used in forensics.  
 

Students used microscopes to determine the fabric found, Bunsen burners to determine what 
metal ions were in the powder and analysed fingerprints to determine the weapon used. They 
then put all the evidence together to figure out who committed the crime.  
 

Crest award has continued with students looking at circuits and how these are used in 
robots with the ultimate aim of producing a robot.   Other students have looked at how solar 
powered cars work and have started to build them.  



As part of the enrichment experiences that we offer 
at The Oakwood Academy, we are proposing to 
arrange a five day residential visit to Valencia, Spain 
from Saturday 16th June to Wednesday 20th June 
2018.   The trip is aimed at year 7, 8, 9 & 10 students 
to give them the opportunity to recognise the 
cultural, social and historical contexts of Spain and 
the Spanish language. 
 
Students will fly to Spain and a full programme of activities will be offered whilst abroad, 
including a tour of some famous sights in Valencia, the chance to visit the Valencia 
Football Club Museum and Grounds, The Old Town and the Arts and Sciences Park.  
Students will also have a guided tour of the city, a visit to Albufera with a paella for lunch 
and spend some time on the beach.  Furthermore, we intend to visit a school in Valencia 
so the students can experience the life of young people in Spain.  If you would like your 
son/daughter to take part, please contact Mrs Blasco, L.blasco@oakwoodacademy.org.uk . 
 

At The Oakwood Academy, students are very lucky to be able to access a reserved place 
at the Trust Sixth Form based at The Redhill Academy. The Redhill Academy has an 
excellent reputation locally for their high quality provision in a growing Sixth Form and the 
academic success which it delivers for our students. This summer saw the best ever results 
at A Level, with 34% of grades being A*/A.  
 
As an aspirational Sixth Form, we also pride ourselves on the number of students who 
progress on to University, with 80% of last year’s cohort securing places for September. 
Over the past two years, Oakwood Academy have 30 students progress and flourish at the 
Trust Sixth Form. They continue to achieve excellent results at AS and A level with a view 
to continuing their academic journey at University. It is pleasing to report that a 
respectable number of our current year 11 students have applied to continue their post 16 
studies at The Redhill Academy and we look forward to supporting their transition within 
the Trust.  

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.pixabay.com%2Fphoto%2F2015%2F11%2F18%2F16%2F03%2Fvalencia-1049389_960_720.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fpixabay.com%2Fen%2Fvalencia-spain-calatrava-sunset-1049389%2F&docid=t5GN-z2urCSq4M&tbnid=-CpV1GacEp7


On the 18th October a group of year 7,8 and 9 ICT students visited 
Bletchley Park , the home of the code breakers in World War 2. The 
students explored the site and enjoyed a talk about the secret services, 
spies and how the site cracked and translated the Enigma encryption. 

 
Students had the opportunity of cracking a code 
themselves and even having the opportunity to 
use an Enigma machine and a reconstructed 
bomb machine from World War 2. 
 
 

 

As part of their GCSE Art course, our year 10 students have been 
working in partnership with the Nottingham Contemporary 
Gallery. They visited the States of America photographic 
exhibition and took part in workshops both in the gallery itself and 
back at Oakwood. 
 
Working with outside artists is a brilliant way to develop 

professional practice and really get to grips with the nature of Art beyond the classroom.  The 
resulting work will be on display in the New year at the Gallery . 
 

This term, Mrs Johnson and Mrs Reid took their year 11 students to watch ‘The Curious 
Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time’ at Milton Keynes. It was a wonderful afternoon 
watching the incredibly fascinating play which the students will have an examination on this 
component next year. The amount of performance conventions the students saw and will be 
able to demonstrate in their examination answers were plentiful. A fabulous time had by all.    
 

Up and down the country GCSE Geography students no longer have a requirement to 
complete a coursework investigation. Final results rest on their performance in the Summer 
Exams but schools are still encouraged to take students on two fieldwork excursions during the 
course. At the end of the last Summer Term, our students visited Hornsea and Mapppleton 
along the Holderness Coast to see first-hand coastal erosion and defences in action.  
 
The second investigation took place just before the October half-term, but this time a little 
closer to home. Students from four classes took turns over two days to visit the Lenton Abbey 
and Wollaton areas of Nottingham, where field work was conducted to investigate variations in 
housing quality. I am pleased to report that both trips were a great success and we were blessed 
with lovely Autumn sunshine as an added bonus. A big thank you to all that helped organise and 
participated in the trips and a well done to all students who were a real credit to our school. 



This term students across the year groups have experienced a variety of workshops and 
learning sessions which have enriched their knowledge and understanding of the PSHE 
core themes, which are: 
 

 Health and Wellbeing 
 Relationships 
 Living in the wider world 
 

Students experienced a very fun and engaging roadshow which 
educated them on the environmental and social impact of littering. 
There was a particular focus on the need for cleaner community 
areas and the cleaning expense to UK taxpayers! Hopefully they’ll 
spread the word further afield encouraging a change in attitudes. 
They are certainly our new advocates for a cleaner and happier school. 

Did you know….. 
“1 in 4 teenage girls has experienced physical abuse from their 
partner” (NSPCC, 2009) 
Year 7 and 8 students experienced informative and interactive 
specialist workshops in which they explored the issues of identifying 
types of potential abuse, what sexual consent means, gender 
equality, self-esteem, mental/emotional wellbeing and resilience 

skills. 
 

Did you know…… 
“There has been a 417% increase in sexual images and videos since 
2013” (IWF 2016) 
Students gained knowledge around what sexting actually is and the 
implications in sending and/or receiving digital sexual content. 
Understanding the more serious legal consequences for anyone 

involved proved to have particular impact. 
 

To embed and expand on the PSHE learning in KS3 in year 9 
witness a very lively and informative performance/workshop 
from Pintsized Theatre which explores various life issues as 
well as teenage pregnancy. This year it included alcohol 
abuse, sexual consent, careers, mental health, emotional 
wellbeing and positive peer relationships. 



This term, we have completed a number of lessons on the Top 10 Employability Skills 
identified by Employers.  Year 7 students, during their English lesson wrote a letter to their 
‘year 11 self’, highlighting the skill of aspiration.  Next term, during English they will be looking 
at Communication.  Year 7 also completed a lesson during ICT on our careers software for KS3, 
JED (Job Explorer Database).  The software enables students to identify the type of jobs that 
they may enjoy by matching their interests and skills.  KS3 will then go on to use Higher Ideas 
which will allow them to research their Post 16 choice.  Year 7, were also given a Careers 
Planning Employability Skills workbook.  Students can work through this to identify their 
strengths and weaknesses.  During RE lessons, students in years 7 and 8 have also completed 
further work on their Employability skills.  In year 9,  Mrs Perry completed a NHS competition 
working with the Health and Social Care group.  All students have the opportunity to improve 
these vital ‘work’ skills as sessions also run during tutor time and assemblies. 
 
During October, Year 10 attended their Work Experience assembly and were given their 
information pack to advise them on how to get a placement.  I am pleased to say that some 
students have secured placements already, well ahead of the March deadline.  If students need 
support, please ask them to speak to their tutor or Ms Stokes. 
 
Year 11, have had the opportunity to complete their CV during PSHE and have also discussed 
how to write a personal statement.    In October, the year group took part in a mock interview 
session with 23 businesses engaged to carry out the interview in the hope that it would give 
year 11 some idea of what to expect when they go onto apply for college/sixth form courses and 
jobs in the future.  We had some excellent feedback for our students, they all did so well.   
 
A group of students also met with Cambridge University representatives and completed a higher 
education session to increase their aspiration.  Students in year 10 will have the opportunity to 
visit Cambridge in the new year. 
 
Year 11 have also started to research their Post 16 choice and have started completing 
applications to College, sixth form and apprenticeships.  If you feel your child needs support, 
they can have a one to one careers interview with Ms Stokes. 
 
Students were also invited to attend Careers Talks during lunch, these sessions are offered to all 
year groups.  This term we have had sessions on Accountancy and IntoUniversity.  In January, 
we will have sessions targeted specifically to year 11, i.e. apprenticeships but again, all year 
groups are welcome so that they are informed.  If you think you can offer a Careers Talk session 
and have some time, please contact Ms Stokes on m.stokes@oakwoodacademy.org.uk for more 
information. 
 
The Oakwood Academy are working with National Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP). 
There  programme (IntoUniversity) runs from Year 9 to year 13 and includes a variety of 
aspiration raising workshops about university and future careers, leadership and 
communication.  A group of year 9s have started their sessions by attending The University of 
Nottingham and year 10s have started to research post 16, i.e. what are A levels and the 
different types of apprenticeships that are available.  Year 11 begin mentoring and tutor 
sessions after school beginning Wednesday 10th January 2018. 
 


