
We have reached the end of another successful year at The Oakwood Academy. I am 
always humbled when I have sight of the newsletter before it goes to print, by the number 
of students and academy staff who have gone that extra mile. One of the guiding 
principles of the Redhill Trust is “widening students’ experiences through a range of extra-
curricular activities.” I am sure you will agree with me that there are plentiful opportunities 
for students to widen their experiences beyond and within the classroom at The Oakwood 
Academy. 
 

From September Top Valley Academy will be part of the Redhill Trust and be known as 
Park Vale Academy. I am delighted that our nearest neighbour will be part of the Trust and 
already staff from The Oakwood Academy and the wider Trust have been working with 
staff at Top Valley. In a recent meeting with Headteachers from our local primary schools, 
it became apparent that over 85% of students in the current Year 6 will be attending a 
Redhill Trust School from September. This provides us with an excellent opportunity to 
build on the good practice already in existence in our primary schools to deliver an 
outstanding education to local children. 
 

At the end of this academic year we will be saying farewell to several members of staff. Mr 
Tsemo is leaving us to take up the position of Head of maths in a Doncaster school. Mr 
Turner will move to Park Vale Academy to teach music and Miss Gilbert is moving to the 
Redhill Academy to teach English. Miss Moore will be starting a new job as teacher of 
maths at Nottingham Free School and Miss Renshaw is moving to a school more local to 
where she lives to teach history. Mr Gratton who has covered various periods of teacher 
absence over the last two years will also leave us at the end of this academic year. I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank these colleagues for their commitment to The 
Oakwood Academy and to wish them good luck for the future. 
 

Mrs Cabourn who has taught art at the school since 2003 will also leave us at the end of 
the year. Again I would like to thank Mrs Cabourn for her contribution over the last 
fourteen years. She leaves the academy with our very best wishes.  
 

A strong partnership between school and families is essential for the continued success of 
the academy and so I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued 
support over the last academic year. May I wish you all an enjoyable summer.  
 

Mrs Healey, Head Teacher 
 



On Thursday 4th June our Year 10 upper band students were off timetable to take part in an enrichment 
day.  The day was introduced by a keynote speech from Sarah Perrot, who talked through her own 
education and career, on her road to working in International HR at Boots.  Her story resonated with 
many of our students and her messages of doing something you are passionate about and making 
mistakes makes you resilient and stronger were echoed throughout the day. 
 
During the rest of the day the students worked in small groups to design and promote a brand of eco-
friendly clothing.  This involved them designing clothing out of recyclable materials, pitching their brand 
to a leading fashion store (ably headed by Mr Luckhurst), creating advertising material and putting 
together a business plan. 

In the afternoon, each group had to model their clothing in the 
Oakwood Academy Eco-Fashion show, before pitching their design and 
product to our three judges, Mrs Healey, Mr Pinkett and Ms Stokes.  The 
winning team of Jorjie-Louise Abell, Cheronnie Carr, Fredryco Gordon, 
Jake Lee, Elise Palmer, Elli Smith and Kian Wilson did an excellent 
presentation and Kian and Jake did an unforgettable catwalk routine.  
Special mention was also made of Jack Page’s pitch to both the fashion 
store and the judges in the afternoon.   
 

All students involved really got into the spirit of the event and developed a range of skills throughout 
the day.  They were all exceptional! 
 
Following the enrichment event, every upper band students’ parents were invited to attend an 
information evening where Mr Hillyard and Mr Pinkett went through how the Academy supports upper 
band students to reach their full potential.  Parents were also introduced to the Redhill Sixth Form 
through a presentation by Susan Sharp, Director of Sixth Form in the Redhill Trust.  After the events, 
many parents took the opportunity to visit representatives from NCN, Nottingham Trent University, 
Redhill Sixth Form and the University of Nottingham, who discussed options for students after they leave 
The Oakwood Academy.  The event was very positive and well-attended, with around 160 parents, 
carers and students in attendance. 
 
Should you wish to discuss our upper band provision further, then please contact Mr Hillyard, Assistant 
Head Teacher at g.hillyard@oakwoodacademy.org.uk. 

This has been a busy year in terms of embedding enrichment for our upper band pupils. The Ambition 
Nottingham scheme has continued to run for Years 7 - 10, each year group having had a trip to the 
University of Nottingham and Key Stage 3 pupils also having an introductory "in school" session. These 
will continue to run next year for all year groups, including a new cohort of Year 7 pupils (who will be 
called 'Sutton Scholars' from now on).  
 
A group of Year 8 pupils took part in a Model UN project which lasted for 6 weeks in the Spring term. 
This was enjoyed by all and culminated in a lively summit at Nottingham Trent University. This too will 
run next year. 
 
There have also been university visits for Key Stage 4, including our annual Year 10 'Oxbridge' visit, 
which took place at the University of Cambridge. This gave a great insight into what life is like at one of 
the World's leading higher education institutions.    Alongside visits, we have also held an in-school, off-
timetable day for both Year 10 pupils and Year 7 pupils. These days focus on group work, 
communication and presentations skills, as well as creativity, problem-solving and entrepreneurial skills. 
Next year, these days will take place with each year group, from Years 7-10. 
 
It has been busy and exciting, and I have enjoyed taking part in all of the activities and visits that I was 
involved with. I look forward to continuing and expanding our provision next year. 

Mr Pinkett, Lead Practitioner 



In June, Year 9 and Year 10 Geography students travelled to Hornsea, a small seaside town on 
the Yorkshire coast. They 
successfully collected data on 
the beach about the 
effectiveness of coastal 
management schemes for their 
GCSE. The weather was 
gloriously sunny, and students 
worked excellently in groups 
measuring defences and 
recording their findings. A great 
two days, and everyone 
deserved their ice drink slushies as well as fish and chips after working so hard in the heat.  

 

On 27th April students from Year 9 and 10 had the opportunity to 
visit the Imperial War Museum in London. The day started early – 
yes very early – although this proved wise due to the M1 car 
park!!! However, students were excellent and with their positive 
attitude and our very cheerful driver, the journey didn’t feel as 
long as it was. We arrived at the museum with its huge battleship 
guns and magnificent building nestled in beautiful grounds. 
Students on arrival were split into two groups to either explore the 
vast galleries with a range of interactive displays and real artefacts 
and weapons from wars and “peacetime” faced by soldiers from 
Great Britain and the Commonwealth, or to head to the thought 
provoking Holocaust Exhibition and Educational session.  

 

The questions and thoughts students expressed in the education and feedback sessions truly did 
them proud. As ever the empathy and care shown meant that these sessions were particularly 
effective. Students were able to study a range of sources and human stories, and even relate 
some to the suffering of some communities in our world today. Whilst in the galleries students 
were able to choose and explain which artefacts and events they found the most interesting or 
surprising. The scale of the V2 rocket in the foyer was of particular interest, but others included 
a metal tree which First World War soldiers hid in No-Man’s Land, and a 
very badly “beaten up” journalist’s Land Rover from Israel/Palestine, 
caused a lot of conversation.  
 

The weather was quite kind to us which meant we could have lunch in 
the grounds; and have some “close encounters” with the pigeons! On our 
return journey our driver took a little detour past some of the famous 
London sites such as parliament, Westminster Abbey and the London 
Eye. A great day was had by all, and we hope to extend the trip next year.  
 

Mr Luckhurst – Faculty Leader – World Studies.  



Another great year for the Duke of Edinburgh Award 
at The Oakwood Academy with ever increasing 
participants.  This year 17 students completed their 
Bronze award, enjoying great weather supported by 
Mr Healey and Miss Brown.  They gave their final 
presentation to Mrs Healey and Ms Stokes on 26th 
June.  No sooner was this complete that twelve 
students started their Silver Award, a great 

commitment from them to continue their award.   
 
The Oakwood Academy is fourth in the City for students 
who take part in the DofE Award, beaten only by the High 
Schools.  The Academy has just become a ‘Directly Licensed 
Centre’ (DLC), which means that the whole award is 
managed by the school.    
 
We look forward to the next round of Bronze participants. 
Students will be invited to write a letter of application in 

September.  If you would like more information please email the DofE Manager, Ms Stokes 
on m.stokes@oakwoodacademy.org.uk. 
 

Last week, a group of four students 
from Year 9 were selected to take part 
in the annual Team Maths Challenge at 
The Redhill Academy. The students were 
asked to compete in a range of different 
Maths activities from “Countdown” to a 
relay race. All four students did the 
school proud both with their attitude 
and their performance. At the end of 
the competition we won the BRONZE 
medal!  Thank you to Josh Penama, 
Aiden O’Loughlin, Cole Godfrey and 
William Gadsby. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

See if you can answer the competition question above! 

Miss Brown, Key Stage 3 Co-ordinator - Maths 



On Thursday 15th June, the PE department held their very first Oakwood Academy Sports 
Awards Evening celebrating the talented students' we have at the Academy.   
 

During the evening awarding the students with their medals and certificates we had three 
fantastic guest speakers, Maria Bertelli 'British Olympic Volleyball player', Kelsie Campbell 
'Jamaican International Swimmer' and Will Swaithes from the Youth Sports Trust.   The 
event was a great success, commending the sporting achievements of numerous students 
from the Academy.  Chloe Hanrahan took away the 'Inclusive Sport Special Recognition 
Award' for her willingness to try an array of activities from Climbing to Trekking, gaining 
National Awards in a selection of sports.  Annalea Bearder received the 'Special 
Recognition Award' for her outstanding achievements in Kickboxing, where she gained 
Bronze and Silver in the European Championship of the World Martial Arts Competition.   
 

We closed the awards evening with the brilliant news that The Oakwood Academy are the 
first school in Nottingham to be awarded the Gold School Games Mark Award for our 
commitment, engagement and delivery of competitive school sports in 2016-2017, which 
we are extremely proud of.  We would like to thank all parents, students and staff for 

supporting the evening and we look forward to next year. 

 

We would like to thank all staff, student spectators and to 

the athletes who competed for their house, you all helped 

make Sports Day a great success.  We kicked the morning 

off with glorious sunshine and with students competing in 

field events: long jump, shot put and javelin, and long 

distance track events.  We had some fantastic results and 

distances thrown, starting off what was a close 

competition from start to finish.  The afternoon brought 

more delightful weather and even more talent for 

the sprints and relays.  After a new nail biting finish, with Ms Stokes providing us with photo 

finishes, Robus came out victorious.  It was a great day had by all, well done Robus.     

Miss Fowkes,  Head of Girls PE 



As we prepare for the year ahead, we have taken the opportunity to reflect on the hard 
work by students and staff that has happened this year.  The English team have worked 
relentlessly to prepare the Year 11 for the exams, offering holiday revision; half term 
revision; period 6; morning exam booster 
sessions – to name but a few! And more 
recently the Year 10 have stepped up and 
signs of their dedication to excellence are 
starting to shine through, with their 
attendance to extra sessions.  
 

The annual ‘Harry Potter’ trip went out with a 
group of students eager to uncover the 
mysteries of Hogwarts! Perhaps we have the next J.K Rowling at Oakwood…  Thanks to 
Sue Wright who has organised the trip and made it possible; it is always a great day and 
really inspires those keen on reading and creative writing. 
 

Planning for the year ahead is well underway and much time has been spent on 
reinvigorating the Key Stage 3 curriculum.  In the coming academic year we hope to 
enrich the Key Stage 3 provision further by inviting back ‘Dreadlockalien’ (who appeared 
at Glastonbury this year) and possibly another poet/boxer who  promises to ‘pack a 
punch.’  English will also be inviting the Academy to celebrate International Literacy Day  
under the banner “Reading the Past, Writing the Future.”  The idea behind the day is to 
promote literacy as a tool to empower not only individuals, but communities and 
societies around the world – a privilege that many of us take for granted. 
 

It looks like another busy year ahead for the English Faculty… we wouldn’t have it any 
other way! 

Miss Murray, Faculty Leader - English 
 

We have introduced our Accelerated Reader programme which has proved a great 
success.  Students are able to read and quiz on their books during a dedicated hour each 
week during an English lesson.  This is also supported with 15 minutes of DEAR (Drop 
Everything and Read) time each day.  Students have read an amazing range and number 
of books this year; prizes awarded termly for a variety of achievements.  This success is to 
be continued next year with our new Year 7 and Year 8 will be able to continue their 
Accelerated Reader programme. 
 

In English lessons we have continued to broaden the texts and skills we build on from 
Year 6.  We are introducing a wider range of novels including: 'Artemis Fowl', 'Noughts 
and Crosses' and 'Harry Potter' and a range of modern drama scripts to give our students 
a broad understanding and breadth of knowledge to prepare them for their GCSE journey. 
 

Miss Chambers, Key Stage 3 Co-ordinator  - English 



It has been another action packed term for Year 5 & 6 students!  
 
Miss Duke and Miss Hough have thoroughly enjoyed visiting Robin Hood and Seely 
Primary Schools whilst delivering a four week literacy project based on David Walliam’s 
book ‘Billionaire Boy’. To mark the end of the project all students involved were treated to 
a cinema afternoon at The Oakwood Academy where they watched the film with some 
light refreshments.  
 
On 21st April, we were pleased to welcome Year 5 students from the Seely Primary for a 
morning of Spanish. The session taught students keywords and terminology based on the 
weather. Students were put to the test by creating a weather report which was filmed and 
shared. It was a fun morning and they all commented on how much they enjoyed the 
experience.  
 
The Maths department had the pleasure of entertaining sixty Year 5 students from 
Southglade for an introduction to secondary maths. They completed some challenging 
exercises but walked away with huge smiles on their faces and some excellent examples 
of Tessellations. We look forward to having them back for more Maths in the future.  

 

Miss Lake, Director of Animus House and Transition Co-ordinator 
 

During the start of the summer term the Library staff went to two feeder primary schools, 
Seely and Robin Hood, to deliver the Billionaire Boy literacy project. Over four weeks Miss 
Hough and Miss Duke read the book ‘Billionaire Boy’ by David Walliams with each class 
and also engaged in lots of fun and educational activities such as drama performances, 
producing agony aunt letters and hot seating.  
 
During the last week of the project both schools 
came to visit the Oakwood library for a cinema 
celebration event where the children watched the 
Billionaire Boy film and were given certificates for 
their involvement. The aim of the project was to 

encourage 
reading for 
pleasure.  
The feedback from the groups was fantastic, many 
seemed keen to continue reading other David 
Walliam’s books. Overall the project was a success 
and the library staff will be looking forward to 
continuing the project with other primary schools 
in September.  
 

Miss Hough, Learning Resource Manager 



As we approach the end of year 2016-2017 it is a good time to reflect on our student leadership 
model, our leaders and all that they have done. 
 

As ever, our student leaders have been exemplary. We have over sixty students in role as 
ambassadors and as house captains. Students who are ambassadors have represented the 
school beautifully in their public relations role, meeting and greeting parents and visitors, 
interviewing new members of staff and working in a transition role to help our potential new 
comers get used to the idea of coming to secondary school next academic year. We expect them 
to be respectful, well turned out and eloquent and they never fail to deliver.  
 

This year, Boots worked with our ambassadors on a range of leadership activities to allow them 
to consider what really matters to them, devise leadership goals of their own and create a range 
of strategies to bring them to fruition. At the end of the day with Boots, our students were able 
to leave with five potentially transformative projects including petitioning our councillors to 
improve security in our local area, creating a uniform bank and fundraising for victims of war. 
Truly inspiring. Our existing ambassadors and newly appointed ambassadors will have the 
opportunity to develop these ideas in the next academic year.  
 

Our house captains have been equally as challenged, working to rally teams and develop team 
spirit within their respective houses. We have had a range of competitions including ‘Oakwood’s 
British Bake Off’, Spelling Bee and a range of sporting events. For each one, our leaders have to 
be persuasive, encouraging and organised in order to create the winning team. They have used 
all of these skills to work alongside their respective Director/Head of House to try and lead their 
house to success. We will see the results of this hard work in our end of year Academy 
Assembly. 
 

Student leadership does not stand still at The Oakwood Academy, and we have already gone 
through a process of application and interview for new ambassadors and for the coveted roles 
of Lead Ambassador and Lead House Captain. I am delighted to share the results below: 

 
  
These young people are the model students, who strive for excellence, display impeccable 
behaviour and continually give back to the school. I am delighted to be working with them in the 
coming year, focussing on whole school projects, community projects and their own personal 
development as leaders.  
 

As well as appointing our Year 11 leaders we have also appointed 24 new ambassadors and six 
house captains, all of whom are listed below. They will have responsibilities in public relations, 
transition, modelling good behaviour, working with staff and fundraising, as well as leading on 
school projects decided upon through our student voice programme.  
 

I look forward to sharing with you the work that they do and the experiences they have in the 
coming year. I’m sure you will join with me in congratulating our newly appointed ambassadors 
and house captains as well as our Lead Ambassadors and Lead House Captains.  

Mrs Reid, Director of Robus House 

  Animus Certus Robus Virtus 
 

Lead Ambassador Tiegan Paterson Mazen El Faquih Cheronnie Carr Xhuljana Novaku 

Lead House Capt Alexia Hunter Demi Tatton Imogen Atkinson Ned Walker 



In Science over this term we have had two groups of  year 6 primary students taking part 
in a Discovery CREST award after school. Over the last ten weeks, as part of the award 
they have studied the following units:  
 
 safe science 
 hazard symbols 
 bunsen burner safety and use 
 equipment and how to use it safely 
 
After the initial introduction the students completed a number of experiments and 
collected their results. They also had several demonstrations, going out with a bang on 
the last day with a pringles can hydrogen demo.  It is hoped that when they start The 
Oakwood Academy in September they will feel more confident in the science 
laboratories. 
 

A group of Years 7 and 8 students have completed Bronze 
CREST Award. To do this they had to research a topic of their 
choice and do a form of practical work. Well done to the 
following students who will receive their certificates in 
September; Jodie Gough, Kayley Iron-Mclean, Nurdine Housia, 
Tagidini Housia and Lilli-Anna Ellis. 
 
Students have carried out various research projects, including - 
 food intolerance tests and then made a three course meal 

for a person with that condition.  
 solar powered car research, researching different types of 

energy and how the car would then work.  
 A hot wire game which was completed after some research 

into circuits, conductors and insulators. 
 
Kayley Irons-McLean made slime at home, testing methods for the best recipe.  All the 
ingredients used can be bought in your local supermarket.  Kayley was awarded her 
Bronze award after leading a science after-school club on slime and supporting other 
students to make their own. 
 
The following year 10 students received their Silver Award with the project, ‘Space 
Seeds’; Tiegan Paterson, Grace Mitchell, Jack Page, Jack Powell, John Hills, Holly Poole and 
Sophie Spouge.  Well done to our future Scientists! 

Miss Wheeler, Senior Science Technician 



The Big Tent Project allowed schools from 

across Nottingham to create a decorative textile 

panel to celebrate the diversity and culture of our 

city. The Panels were then sewn together to create a 

walk through display that was exhibited in the Old 

Market Square. Students at The Oakwood Academy 

contributed by stamping their unique fingerprint leaf 

on the 'Oakwood Tree', celebrating the coming 

togetherness of students at our school.  The Big Tent 

Project was on display  from Monday 19th June to 

Wednesday 21st June. Mrs Perry 

This family show was put together by the whole faculty which was performed by the Year 
9 GCSE Drama and GCSE Dance students. The live orchestra brought each number to life 
with skill and talent from the Year 7 and Year 8 musicians.  
 
A very special addition to this year’s production was year 5 pupils from Seely Primary 
school who stole the first act with their cute characterisation of the munchkins.   
 
Everyone involved were amazing and their dedication was outstanding. It has been an 
absolute pleasure to work with these young talented performers and it has been a 
successful beginning to their GCSE. Lastly I cannot emphasise enough how lovely it was to 
see staff in the audience as well as their children making the evening a real family 
occasion.  The positive feedback and emails of their thorough enjoyment has been the 
icing on the cake.  There has been many requests for next year’s production which has 
also made me smile.  Thank you to everyone involved in making this production happen. 

Mrs Johnson , Head of Drama 



The Oakwood Academy students  have been encouraged to develop 
and demonstrate a range of positive character traits which promote 
improved wellbeing, success and happiness for all within school and 
the wider community. 

 
This formed the PSHE “Free to be 
Me” Campaign and a day of 
celebrations were held to mark 
its now yearlong success. 
Champion students across the 
ASPIRE partnership group of 8 schools took part in 
balloon launch activities 
at Nottingham Castle 
alongside the Sheriff of 

Nottingham Glyn Jenkins, followed by a guided tour of the 
current exhibitions. 
Later in the afternoon a further group of “Free to be Me” 

Oakwood Champions launched a set of balloons with Mrs 

Healey, each travelled far into the distance carrying their 

personal pledges for continued good luck! 

Year 7 experienced an informative theatrical performance and participated in workshops 
which explored the issues and consequences around alcohol abuse. This involved 
identifying the possible risks to themselves and others by examining the behaviours of 
the characters in the play. 

  
Although primarily an Alcohol Awareness performance 
associated with health it also covered a whole array of other 
social and safeguarding issues including: 
 
 21st Century families 
 School achievement and career aspirations 
 Bullying/cyber bullying/sexting 
 Healthy positive relationships and friendships 
 Road/workplace health and safety 
 Anti social behaviour 
 

Ms Kandola, Head of PSHE 
 




