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The Oakwood Academy Aiming High 

 

We have now completed our first academic year as The Oakwood 
Academy and I am delighted by the progress the school has made in 
terms of its reputation with the community and across the City.   
 
This newsletter is bursting with 
examples of the success of 
many of our students in a 
variety of areas from sport, art 
and drama to English and 
Modern Languages.   
 
The culmination of the 
achievements of many of our 
students was recognised during 
our Annual Awards Evening on 
Tuesday 19th July.   A list of 
award winners is enclosed within. 
 
This last year has seen many changes as we have aligned ourselves 
with The Redhill Academy Trust.  I am confident with the ongoing 
support provided by the Trust the school will continue to go from 
strength to strength and have ‘outstanding’ within our grasp. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
An additional parent letter will be posted home to outline 
arrangements for the next academic year. 
 
Have a restful summer. Mrs Healey 

On Saturday 2nd July, The 
Oakwood Academy held its first 
Food Festival.  
 
The event was a great 
success with 
stallholders ranging 
from Tesco’s, 
Nottingham City 
Catering, Team Ollie, 
Pasta King and the 
Warren Action Group.   
 
Thankfully the weather 
held off for The 
Oakwood Academy 
Choir and Dance Group to 
perform outside to the 
community.  The bouncy castle 
was always busy along with our 
fruit tasting stall.  The closing 
event was our very own staff 
Ready Steady Cook session 
with three teams of two. A minor 
technical hiccup did not stop the 
winning team of Miss Hough 
and Miss Duke. 

Overall, a great day for the 
community.   
 
The school and the PTA 
welcome you all again.  Future 
dates to follow.   
 
Go online to: 
www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk 
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AWARDS EVENING 2016 

This year we asked staff to nominate students who have produced truly excellent work in their subject areas. Students were 

nominated for 'academic excellence' in years 7 to 10. There will be a separate and special awards celebration evening for our 

Year 11 students in September. 

Students were awarded either bronze, silver or gold commendations for achievement, based on the number of different 

subjects they were nominated for. There were also special Head Teacher's Awards and Director of House Awards to recognise 

the outstanding achievements of students across our school. 

Year 7 
Michael Adjaidoo 
Brandon Allchorne 
William Bailey 
Reece Bird 
Daisy Brooks 
Bailey Campion 
Rabi Ceesay 
Naailah Chaudry 
Millicent Churchill 
Abbie Darbyshire 
Ty  Jay Davis 
Giorgia Della Rocca 
Siobhan Domleo 
Tenzin Gautier 
Kai Green 
Joshua Hammans 
Nurdini Housia 
Tagidini Housia 
Kayley Irons-McLean 
Benjamin Jeffrey 
Sean Jenson 
Shannon Kelly 
Lillian Kiehne-Jones 
Roksana Kielb 
Anya Kosogorin 
Charis Kwofie 
Kristopher Kyamanywa 
Milly Lawrence 
Libby Lewis 
Chloe McClusky 
Jessica McWhirter 
Kacey Mitchell 
Pawel Mlynski 
Deegii Nyamdavaa 
Tess Nyathi 
Grace O’Dowd 
Nyla Oliver-Mighten 
Amie Pack 
Megan Penwarden 
Megan Pickard 
Sophie Pullen 
Jamie-Dylan Reed 
Charlie Rhodes 
Kelsey Sales 
Reace Shaw 
Siana-Jai Shaw 
Elleei Shelton 
Joshua Giddons 
Kaydian Walker 
Oliver Wesson 
Sharney Whittaker 
Elijah Williams 
Elouise Woodward 

Jordan Wright 
Keya Young 
 

Year 8 
Kyle Banning 
Harley Beech-McPhilbin 
Shannon Blair 
McKenzie Bradshaw 
Neve Burdus 
Gemma Carr 
Collette Cleverley 
Taea Daly 
Olivia Davey 
Keona Eguakhide-Kennedy 
William Gadsby 
Jasmine Garratt 
Courtney Handley 
Madison Hartshorn 
Aimee Herrick 
Joanna Hughes 
Zarach Hunter 
Cherie Mullings 
Shannon Neal 
Paige Nind 
Rachel Ollerenshaw 
Aiden O’Loughlin 
Zoe Pearce 
Joshua Penama 
Holly Poole 
Anna Russell 
Kealum Sharpe 
Spencer Sharp 
Courtney Simpson 
Millie Smith 
Tegan Smith 
Thomas Street 
Lewis Taylor-Gorey 
Mitchell Tran 
Bijonsze Vida 
Sophia Wagstaff 
Kyle Watson 
Ella Weightman 
Courtney Wilson 
Jack Wisher 
Charlotte Woodward 
 

Year 9 
Jorjie-Louise Abell 
Imogen Atkinson 
Corey Barlow 
Kaliyah Barnes 
James Bird 
Brandon Bonner 

Vinnie Brown 
Kately Burrows 
Cheronnie Carr 
Charlie Clifford 
Lily Dalley 
Lauren Darbyshire 
Ellie Davies 
Ewan Domleo 
Mazen El-Faquih 
Kai Frost 
Zyta Galaszewska 
Chloe Gamble 
Dante Gibbs 
Fredryco Gordon 
Alicia Grant 
Eden-Grant Guncil 
Aydan Hatherley 
John Hills 
Ben Humphreys 
Alexia Hunter 
Emanuil Ivanov 
Alyssa Jenson 
Jahmar Johnson 
Neve Jones 
Dylan King 
Kwofie Kwame 
Jake Lee 
Tyler Lees 
Fitzroy Martin 
Jack Mayfield-Dudley 
Millicent McWhirter 
Dylan Minns 
Grace Mitchell 
Liu Nembhard-Lee 
Collins Okojie 
Jack Page 
Tiegan Paterson 
Amelia Porteous 
Jack Powell 
Joe Reader 
Dani Regan 
Jack Scott 
Ashanti Shand 
Ellie Smith 
Brodie Southall 
Sophie Spouge 
Odette Stewart 
Demi Tatton 
Kian Taylor 
Felicia Topolnischi 
David Townsend 
Mia Walker 
Ned Walker 
Lewis Walsh  

Sophie Wright 
Brandon Wun 
Kai Zimmerman 
 

Year 10 
Mark Adjaidoo 
Ben Atkinson 
Georgia Baker 
Daniel Bettaney 
Molly Bevis 
Charlie Breslin 
Rodell Brown 
Ryan Brown 
Erin Burdus 
Chloe Cassidy 
Jade Chaplin 
Aaron Charles 
Katrina Cleverley 
Jae Daly 
Florence Gawtry-Morris 
Amy Gleedwood 
Fredryco Gordon 
Dehonte Hamilton 
Callum Hines 
Joshua Hopkins 
Daniel Hughes 
Martika Jarrett-Powell 
Levi Plumb-Kelly 
Olivia King 
Jarrell Kirkland 
Keany Kissingou-Mabiala 
Leah Mangham 
Joshua Martin 
Jack Musson 
Ayesha Nadeem 
Mitchell Perkins 
Saraeya Pinnock-Fyfe 
Jamie Leigh-Riggs 
Kieran Rogers 
Ellie Rook 
Mackenzie Russell 
Bethany Sharpe 
Emily Silver 
Rikki Stacey 
Rebekah Street 
Megan Taylor 
Malachi Thompson 
Elle Tinsley 
Jamie-Lea Todd 
Ashley Turton 
Connor Walsh 
Levi Walker 
Osob Yusuf 
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C A R E E R S  a n d  P O S T  1 6  C H O I C E S  

 

It has been a busy year for students focussing on 
their future and post 16 options. 
 
Year 7 started work on key skills and their 
aspirations, writing a letter to their future self.  Year 
8 have worked with their tutors and teachers to 
decide on their future option choices culminating in a 
parents evening.  Students will now study their 
option choices for three years.  During ICT lessons 
they have also used the Careers software, JED (Job 
Explorer Database).  JED has searches, quizzes, 
pictures and text to help students find out more 
about different jobs. 
 
Year 7, 8, 9 & 10 have continued working on 
Ambition Nottingham in partnership with the 
University of Nottingham. 
 
Year 10 students organised their own work 
experience placements during June to gain valuable 
experience.  They have also started looking at Higher 
Ideas, a careers software that inspires them by 
showing how opportunities in higher education 
relate to their interests, school subjects and career 
ideas.  It helps them see what they could achieve, 
and plan for how to make it happen. 
 
A group of students in Years 10 and 11 also visited 
Oxford University to inspire them to work hard and 
follow their dreams.  Sian Reid and Anna Stokes-
Singleton also attended a Chemistry Camp at 
Cambridge University. 
 
As well as taking their final GCSE exams, Year 11 have 
visited the What Next? event organised by Futures 
and an Apprenticeship Fair.  Students have had the 
opportunity to attend drop in sessions at lunch times 
run by Nottingham City Council, Wrights Roofing, 
Faithful & Gould to name but a few.  These sessions 
are intended to give them an idea of their future 
progression routes.   
 
In November all year 11 students had a mock 
interview with one of the 20 companies that came in 
for the day to help our young people understand 
how to manage and cope in an interview scenario. 
 
More to follow in September, where students will 
continue working on the careers curriculum as well 
as working on their employability skills.  For more 
information on careers go to our website: 
www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/careers . 

English Stars – Summer 2016 
 

I would like to introduce myself formally as the new Acting 
Head of English at Oakwood Academy. I have been an English 
teacher for 13 years now and have been in post since Easter. I 
am very proud to have joined an Academy, and particularly an 
English Department, with such drive and ambition to make sure 
our students achieve the very best that they can. We are all 
part of an exciting time of transformational change. From an 
English point of view I hope to raise aspirations and challenge 
our students to be the best English students they can. Below 
are a few of our shining English stars from the last few weeks 
who have exceeded our expectations in many different ways. 
 

Miss Sanderson 
Shannon Kelly, Year 7 – ‘Outstanding classwork and homework’ 
Courtney Jade Watterson-Lowe, Year 8 – ‘Exceptional 
homework’ 
Emily Cope, Year 9 – ‘Effort and consistent positive attitude 
towards learning’ 
Miss Gray 
Mitchell Perkins, Year 10 – ‘Achieved the highest score in the 
class for his Macbeth Assessment and achieved his MEG’. 
Miss Briscoe 
Ben Atkinson & Daniel Hughes, Year 10 – ‘Both students are 
fully engaged and focused in all lessons and both have made 
continued effort throughout the year; they are also both 
working at their MEG and pushing for the AGs.’ 
Miss Boak 
Olivia King, Year 10 – ‘has worked hard all year; her enthusiasm 
for the subject means that she always produces over and above 
what is expected.  As a result, she is working above her MEG 
and is still striving for more!’ 
Ms Ford 
Levi Plumb-Kelly, Year 10 – ‘Excellent effort in intervention 
sessions – his ideas are so thoughtful and insightful!’ 
Mrs Chambers 
Logan Pass, Year 8 – ‘for representing the class very well 
whenever we have visitors; giving clear and enthusiastic 
information on the current tasks.’ 
Collette Cleverley, Year 8 – ‘for always producing excellent 
homework projects.’ 
Jack Campion, Year 9 – ‘for growing confidence in reading to 
the class.’ 
Eden Grant-Guncill, Year 9 – ‘for continuous effort and 
dedication to improving his levels.’ 
Felicia Topolinischi, Year 9 – ‘for working hard at improving her 
English grammar and syntax by asking for additional help 
during her lunchtimes.’ 
Miss Gilbert 
Mackenzie Wheatley, Megan Pickard & Connor Simpson, Year 
7 – ‘For consistent effort and excellent homework’ 
Jan Kemmett, Dylan Godfrey-Clamp & Chloe Coates, Year 8 – 
‘excellent independent learning and teamwork.’ 
Miss Marriott 
Morgan Jade Edwards, Year 9 – ‘Excellent effort’ 
Mitchell Rowley, Year 7 – ‘Excellent effort’ 
 
Well done to everyone, I have no doubt we will continue to 
have many more English stars in the future! 
 

Miss Gray 
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On Tuesday 3rd May with Mr Eddyshaw at the 
wheel, Mrs Hazzeldine and myself took the 
Alternative Curriculum group of year 9 and 10 
students to Yorkshire Sculpture Park.  
 
A great day was had by all with exploration in the 
beautiful grounds, lots of observational sketching 
and we even managed a lunchtime picnic in the 
sun!  
 
The sculptures of the American artist KAWS were 
our primary focus. The students were amazed at 
the scale and size of these and the exhibition of his 
work in the Long Gallery was stunning. The 
students really enjoyed being out of the classroom 
and experiencing the work at first hand is always 
far more inspiring than just looking on paper or 
the internet. 
 
So here’s to many more educational, fun inspiring 
artistic trips and thank you to Mr Eddyshaw and 
Mrs Hazzeldine for their assistance and to the 
students for being so brilliant. 
 

Mrs Cabourn - Art teacher 

The Alternative Curriculum Group spent the 
day at Screveton Eco Centre this term to 
develop and gain knowledge towards their 
Food and cookery qualification. 
 
During their visit the students enjoyed fun 
practical sessions in the farm kitchen creating 
healthy pizzas. Students were also given the 
opportunity to explore the farm, interact with 
the animals, collect 
eggs and even feed 
orphaned lambs. The 
staff at the centre 
provided an 
educational fun 
packed day that 
included interesting 
lessons on food 
processes and milling. 
The day proved to be 
a valuable experience 
for all students involved.  
 
“I fed a lamb with milk, I loved it” Chloe 
Hanrahan Year 10. 
 
“It was a very fun trip. We all enjoyed it. I held a 
lamb and fed it and I know about where food 
comes from.” Peter Poullet. 
 
“It was a wonderful experience and I learnt a 

lot!” Jasmine Jordan Year 10. 

Miss Hopkins 
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Oléééé, olé, olé, olééééé!!!!! What an amazing Trip The Oakwood Academy has just returned from! Nineteen 
students across all years are the protagonists of this unforgettable trip to one of the most iconic cities in the 
world. This has been a school trip full of adventure (some of those rides in the water park are definitely not for 
the teachers!), discovery of new places and a different culture and first time experiences for some (first time in a 
plane for some, first time in a boat for others, first time away from home…).  
 
Barcelona will never cease to make us wonder about its beauty: we visited the Gothic Cathedral, walked down 
Las Ramblas and enjoyed La Boquería market. The students were in awe at the sight of Gaudí’s masterpieces 
both Sagrada Familia and the magic Park Güell. Of course, we still managed to do a bit of shopping at the Maremagnum shopping 
centre after taking a few pictures riding the lions that stand underneath Cristopher Columbus column. A visit to the Barcelona FC 
stadium and museum is a must whilst in Barcelona so we really enjoyed visiting the grounds and watching scenes from their top stars 
Messi, Neymar and Suárez.  
 
Aside of all the cultural enrichment, we still had time to spend a full day at the biggest water park in Europe and another day enjoying 
the beautiful resort of Tossa del Mar with its crystal clear waters and medieval castle. The Oakwood Academy students were a credit 
to the school, Mr Luckhurst and myself could not have been prouder of taking these students abroad: they were polite and 
considerate and even when tired, they were ready to have fun and try new things. 
 
All in all, an unforgettable experience. Thank you Oakwood students for making a success of this trip. I am already starting to plan 
next year’s! 

Mrs Blasco-Albelda 
Head of Modern Foreign Languages 

On Friday 8th July the Expressive Arts hosted a fantastic evening for 
friends and families. 
 

To start with our Year 9 GCSE dancers took to the stage for the first time as a group. The 
performance to Bruno Mars 'Runaway' was choreographed by the students who have 
worked very hard to develop their choreographic and performance skills over this 
academic year.  
 

Following a brief musical interlude parents and friends were guided around the grounds of 
the school to uncover a dark story of death and deception.  
 

The students performed DNA by Dennis Kelly in the style of promenade theatre.  The 
audience move amongst the action that takes place within a defined space which has minimal props and that echoes the medieval 
performances in town centres and through city streets. Promenade demands real commitment from the audience and control from 
the actors in order to direct the audience’s attention towards where the next scene is going to take place. Mrs Johnson said “the 
students certainly achieved this, performed professionally and at an incredibly high standard”.  Their projection and characterisation 
was developed throughout the rehearsal process concluding in an accomplished piece of theatre, enjoyed by all.  Well done Year 9.   
 
The GCSE Art final exhibition truly showcased some of the best and most exciting work we have produced. Students are looking 
forward to record results in Art and the quality, finish and imagination on show was something to behold.   See their artwork on page 
8 of this newsletter. 
 
Finally we all gathered ourselves to enjoy the music into the night. The students performed a variety of music from piano solos, 
popular music and heavy metal to an engaged audience who witnessed live music throughout. All students performed to an excellent 
standard outside in our amphitheatre which was a new experience to us all but worth every minute. The whole of the music 
department was proud to see many of our students performing confidently and finishing off a wonderful evening.  
 
All in all a brilliant end to a wonderful year in Expressive Arts. 
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We are currently working with sky 
sports to raise the profile of PE and 
to inspire students through the 
power of sport. We have been 
assigned an athlete mentor, Dermot 
Gascoigne; who beat the British, 
European, Commonwealth & 
European champions. He has been in 
the ring with Frank Bruno & Evander 
Holyfield to name but a few. Mr 
Burrows first met Dermot a few 
months ago and being a big boxing 
fan quickly asked if Dermot would 
work with our students. He will be 
working closely with Mr Eddyshaw 
and a number of students to develop 
practical skills, confidence, resilience 
& independence. Dermot has begun 
lessons with a Q&A session. We are 
lucky to have a professional athlete 
like Dermot to be working alongside 
the department. 
 

On the 15th July, 9 primary schools 
competed in the primary Olympics 
event.  Over 270 year 4 & 5 pupils 
attended and had a great day.  Well 
done to Burford Primary School who 
came first overall.  Mr Eddyshaw 
said, “It was a fantastic day despite 
the last minute rain shower.  Pupils 

showed excellent drive and team 
spirit.  The Oakwood Academy 
Student PE Leaders were exemplary 
leading and managing the event”. 
 

On Wednesday 20th July we held 
The Oakwood Academy Sports Day.  
A fantastic day of sports with all 
participants competing for their 
House with honour in field and track 
events. 
Final results: 
Certus .......................................... 1st 
Robus .......................................... 2nd 
Virtus ........................................... 3rd 
Animus ......................................... 4th 
 
Well done to Certus, Mr Watkins, Mr 
Wright and House Captain, Levi 
Plumb-Kelly. 

 

The PE Department are launching an 
initiative within the Academy called 
'My Personal Best'. This is in 
association with the Youth Sport 
Trust.  
 
During the last six weeks students 
have beem encouraged to stretch & 
challenge themselves in the Athletics 
unit being delivered. Students have 
recorded times/distances to strive to 
achieve the best score possible in 
each event. We have built in time to 
reflect on the power of PE and how 
it can help develop resilience, 
independence, creativity, aspiration, 
social skills, respect, teamwork, 
empathy, dedication, 
communication and decision 
making. These are key traits that are 
needed to succeed in life which have 
direct links to PE. We are trying to 

raise the profile of PE with our 
students, so they see it as more than 
just an opportunity to play sport.  
 
Participating in Sport regularly has a 
proven link to academic achievement 
in developing young people's skill set. 
Those students who have shown 
great determination and produced 
outstanding outcomes in relation to 
their best efforts will be rewarded for 
their hard work at the end of the year 
by the PE department. 
 

 

During May the Inclusive Sports team 
took part in three events across the 
City with Mr Eddyshaw.  Their first 
event they competed against 10 City 
schools and came away with the Gold 
and Bronze Award.  At the Athletics 

event at the Harvey Hadden 
Stadium, The Oakwood Academy 
won 1 Gold and 2 Silver Awards.  
Well done to Bryce Parris for 
winning Gold.  Mr Eddyshaw said, 
“Of the 10 schools we came 1st, 
3rd and 4th against some strong 
teams.  I am very proud of all the 
students that took part but 
special mention must go to 
Brodie Southall and Max Harper 

for their outstanding performances.” 
Students ended the season 
competing in the 2016 
Nottinghamshire School Games 
winning the Bronze medal in Boccia.  
Well done to Brodie Southall (Capt), 
Kyle Green, Max Harper and Archie 
Routledge. 
 

 

Over the last few months The  
Oakwood Academy have been 
competing against the other 
secondary schools in The Redhill 
Trust in the year 7, 8 and 9 Quad 
games. 
 
Students have competed in various 
sports demonstrating excellent 
individual & team performances.   
 
Students competed in Netball, Rugby, 
Handball and Table Tennis with many 
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excellent individual & team 
performances.   
 

Netball 1st  ...................... Miss Jones 
Rugby 2nd  ..................... Mr Burrows 
Handball 2nd  ............. Mr Eddyshaw 
Table Tennis 2nd  ............. Mr Pitman 

Volleyball 4th .............. Mr Eddyshaw  
Rounders 2nd .................. Miss Jones 
Ultimate Frisbee 2nd  .... Mr Burrows 
Basketball 1st .................. Mr Pitman 

very well as it was our first experience of 
playing the game. Only beaten by 
Redhill. 
 
The Basketball dished out a lesson to the 
rest of the Trust winning all of their 
games convincingly. This is through their 
hard work and dedication on Friday 
nights with Mr Pitman. They really were 
outstanding  
 
“We were very proud of our student’s 
performances and behaviour, they 
have done us all proud.” 

1st - Redhill 
2nd - The Oakwood Academy 

3rd -  Hall Park 
4th - Carlton  

 
Mr Burrows said, “My thanks goes to 
Mr Pitman, Miss Jones & Mr 
Eddyshaw for giving time up to go to 
the event and all their time working 
with students leading up to it. Stand 
out performances in the Ultimate 
Frisbee was Ben Humpreys and the 
towering Collins. As a team they did 



 8 

 

It is hard to believe that I have been a member of staff at The Oakwood Academy for one 
year now. It seems like yesterday I walked into Big Wood School as a new member of staff 
faced with the challenges of meeting new colleagues, new students, getting to grips with 
the classes I would be teaching and the role of a Pastoral Leader responsible for the well-
being and achievement of a brand new house.  
 
One of my whole school responsibilities is the embedding and promotion of student leadership. A 
year ago, we had 39 prefects already chosen by the time I joined the school in June. It was clear 
straight away that the year 11 students who had been chosen wanted to do a good job, but didn’t 
quite know how to go about it.  
 
Some training was put in place to try and get the best out of them, and four were chosen as 
leaders of the prefects but I wanted to change things even at that stage. We changed from 
‘prefects’ to ‘ambassadors’, and whilst that may seem a very minor change, it was important to 
me that these young people realised the role of leader isn’t about being ‘perfect’ but representing 
the school, leading by example and setting standards for others to follow. Our ambassadors have 
done a fantastic job this year, leading engagements that have required interaction with the 
general public, supporting staff in a variety of ways and developing their own leadership and 
communication skills. That being said, it became clear quite quickly, that year 11 have 
responsibilities to themselves to ensure that they do the best they can academically and this 
meant that understandably, they weren’t always able to act as leaders in the way I wanted them 
to. This provided an opportunity for reflection on what we want leadership at The Oakwood 
Academy to be. 
 
In the Spring term this year, we asked for applications from students of all years who would like 
to be ambassadors for the school. We had hundreds of applicants and after a gruelling selection 
process we now have 68 ambassadors from all year groups in place. The ambassadors have 
specific responsibilities including working in the area of transition for our new students, peer 
mentoring and working with staff to improve teaching and learning. In addition, we held elections 
for House Captains, again drawing on talent from across all year groups. These students have 
been selected for their ability to gain the trust of their peers, whilst leading by example and 
building team spirit.  
 
Finally, four students from each of the Houses were selected to be Lead Ambassadors with the 
emphasis being on their ability to engage and lead all of the other student leaders in the school. 
They will head projects for the community, transition, teaching and learning and anti-bulling to 
name a few. They will hold meetings and develop the skills of younger students whilst increasing 
their own. In short, our Lead Ambassadors will be a driving force behind moving our school 
forward, raising the self-esteem, achievements and skills of our students.  
 
I have invited Tiegan, Olivia, Daniel and Osob to introduce themselves as Lead Ambassadors to 
you and to outline how far they have come and how they plan to fulfil their roles in the future. 
 

Mrs Reid - Director of House 
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I’m Tiegan, I applied to be a student ambassador for Animus House because 
I want to be here for anyone who needs to talk to me, whether it be about 
bullying, friendships or even family problems.   

 
I wanted to be a student ambassador so I can show myself that I have the 
confidence to do whatever I want and I should have the confidence to do 
so.  I am a very approachable person and I would make people feel at ease 
to help them feel better.  I am told I am funny so may try and crack a few 
jokes! 

 
I look forward to representing the school in a range of activities and sports. The Oakwood 

Academy is a massive step up from my previous school,  it provides lots of opportunity and I will 

take every opportunity that comes my way. 

 

 
Hello, I’m Osob and I am going to be the Lead Ambassador for Certus House.  I 
am a very organised and considerate leader.  I’ll listen to my peers and any problems 
they bring forward, and these will become my priorities to solve.  I’m thoughtful and I 
listen to anyone, despite the matter, time or place. 
 
 

 
My name is Daniel and I have been chosen to be the Lead Ambassador for 
Robus House.  I think I am good for this role as I have many ideas on how 
we could improve and help the school to encourage and support the students to 
strive for success.  I think it is important to involve year 7s and 8s in House 
activities with older students so that in the future they aren’t worrying about 

participating in events with other students.   
 
If we are able to achieve some of the ideas that I have in mind, I think we 
will become a better school with a more friendly atmosphere! 
 

 
 
 

I’m Olivia, your Lead Ambassador for Virtus house and my job is to be a 
great leader within our house.  In my opinion, lead ambassadors require 
good leadership, a good leader should have all the basic but effective traits such 
as good communication, a good listener and able to give people what they want 
in terms of their education. I think I have what it takes to be an outstanding lead 

ambassador, my characteristics represent my willingness to not just 
succeed but to prove myself as a leader. 
 
What can I do to improve Virtus house? I think I will be able to keep the 
students focused on the importance of their education also I will be able to 
contribute to, and come up with ideas for house activities. 
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GREENAWAY AWARDS 

Every year, year 7 and 8 students take part in the Greenaway Award 

Library Lessons. The Greenaway Award is given to the most prestigious 

children’s picture book of the year and the winners of the prize receive a big 

cash prize to fund their next book.  

This year, there were eight books in the short list and it was up to Oakwood 

students to judge which they thought was the best picture book. They had 

to look out for outstanding artistic quality, whether or not the book was 

memorable and finally if they thought the pictures fitted the story. The 

students were all asked to take an individual vote for their favourite book.  

The Oakwood Academy winner was There’s a Bear on My Chair by Ross Collins with 47 votes. The 

winning book was decided on the 20th June by a judging panel in London, The Sleeper and the Spindle 

by Neil Gaiman. 

Raising the Grade at 
Nottingham Trent 
University 
 

Nottingham Trent 
University kindly invited our 
Year 10 students to their 

premises to take advantage of a workshop entitled 
‘Raising the Grade in your Languages GCSE’. Our 
students got involved in all the activities proposed and 
fundamentally improved their confidence on their 

speaking skills 
throughout the day. 
Both teachers and 
organisers of the 
event commented on 
how polite and 
respectful our 
students were, so 
once again, I felt so 

proud of my students and the school! 
 
I believe this type of experience is extremely valuable 
for Oakwood students not only because of the focus on 
raising the grade and its immediate impact on their 
GCSEs but also because it opens the students minds to 
University, to further education and all the possibilities 
that this will offer for their future. 
 
Mrs Blasco 
Albelda 
 
Head of Modern 
Foreign 
Languages 
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A New Start - Short Story Competition Winner, Lillian Kiehne-Jones, Year 7, Animus House 

Here I was at my new home, we, mum, my sister and I, had arrived an hour ago.  Even though we had seen pictures of 

the house on the computer I still wanted to explore.  I pretended I had just arrived and starting at the gate (leading to 

the garden) I commenced my adventure.  The garden was small, patchy and dark.  It had no flowers, trees or bushes.  It 

was just a gloomy space.  It looked like there had been a fire and it smelled like one too.  I was thinking, is this new 

home…safe?  Next, I moved onto the house, the old wooden steps leading up to it were broken and dusty, the door was 

nearly hanging off its hinges.  I was intrigued to find out the story behind this abandoned area.  I stepped into the house 

and it was stacked up to the ceiling with moving boxed, each one labelled with our names.  Suddenly, I head my six year 

old sister crying her eyes out! (Again.) 

“I miss dad, why did we have to go away?  Why did you have to split up?”  I couldn’t blame her for crying, I missed dad 

too.  I sat next to my sister, squeezed her as tight as I could and whispered in her ear, “Do you want to come exploring 

with me?  I have already been in the front garden but you can explore the house and back garden with me!”  She took 

hold of my hand and we slowly walked upstairs. 

Every step we took the floor boards squeaked.  Mum called up from downstairs, “remember to pick your rooms but I’m 

having the big one!!!”  My sister and I were very happy.  We had to share when we lived with Dad.  We both looked at 

each other and ran to get the second biggest room.  Sadly, my sister barged past me and got it.  Then I realised that there 

were no more rooms left.  I called down to mum, “there are only two bedrooms up here!”  “Have a look around there 

must be another one” she exclaimed.  As my sister unpacked her bag I searched for another door.  There was one in the 

very corner of the bathroom; however, it was at least half the size of me.  I tried to open it but it wouldn’t budge.  

Quickly, I ran downstairs and rapidly started to search all the drawers, finally I found a small shiny key.  I grabbed it and 

made my way upstairs.  I unlocked the door and at the other side there was a staircase.  This led up to my room.  It was 

medium size but the right one for me; it was friendly and comforting even though, like the others, it was dark.  I felt 

around for a light in the corner of my room, where the bed was, there was a long light that hung down.  I pulled it, 

“NNNEEEEEWWWWWW” a siren rang, I was so scared.  I heard my mother scream.  I ran down to my sister, then went 

to see my mother. 

She was gone…   My sister and I were alone. 

We tried to leave the unusually creepy house but found out that all the doors had been locked, “this is all my fault”, I 

whispered.  Luckily, my sister loved solving mysteries; she always had so much fun. However, I knew that this time she 

wouldn’t.  We found out that when mum fell a trap door had opened and when it did it knocked a button which instantly 

locked all the doors.  Next, we found that if we pulled what we thought was a light then the trap door would open again, 

so we pulled it, remembering to cover our ears so the loud siren wouldn’t make us jump.  Then, before the trap door 

closed again, we ran downstairs, looked at each other and jumped.  The drop was super frightening and while I was 

falling I knew that this house was a trap!!!! 

THUD!  We landed at the bottom of the hole.  We were in a small, dark, empty space, “Mum!” we shouted but there was 

no answer.  We called again, this time there was a reply, a small voice whispered, “Rose, Scarlet you have to leave” it 

sounded like mother was in great pain.  “We cannot”, I said, “It is just great darkness.”  Suddenly, there was a loud 

BANG!  Thousands of lights came on; red, orange and yellow.  There was a tall man dressed in a long black cloak with a 

giant hood.  I grabbed my sister’s arm and hid behind a tall pillar.  “Who were you talking to?” the man shouted with an 

angry stare on his face.  “No-one sire! I am alone.”  “Really now, well if I was to search this whole room starting behind 

the pillars I would find anyone?”  Is that what you are telling me?” 

“RUN” mother shouted.  “But what about you?  I cannot go without you.” 

“He will keep you here forever, GO.”   We ran without looking behind us once until we came to a big black space.  Me 

and my sister stayed in the hole for around an hour then made our way back to where we found mum.  After walking for 

about 10 minutes we found her sitting in the corner of the room.  Rose whispered, “We need to get out of her.”  So we 

walked on.  Finally, we came to two gates.  In-between the gates was a small scruffy wooden sigh which had ‘Pick one 

door and it will lead to happiness and pick another and it will lead to death’ engraved on it.  Which one would we pick?  

Left or right?  Blue or black?  Who knows? 

In the end we picked the gate on the left because in mum and dads wedding photo, mum stood on the left and she was 

the only one who turned out to be lucky. 

The question was: was it the right one? 
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