
 by Andrew Keywood 

Making the Move 

 
Year 6 students have begun to ‘Make the Move’ up to The Oakwood Academy with our annual ‘Common 
Transfer Day’ held on Wednesday 1st July. Students sampled a variety of lessons with the day culminating 
in their first House Event, a sports competition organised by our PE Faculty. Virtus were the overall 
winners, with Certus, Animus and Robus close on their heels.  
  
In the evening, Mrs Healey welcomed all our new parents before moving into House meetings to meet the 
new Heads of House. Opportunities to sign-up to sports teams, music tuition as well as the Summer 
School and Children’s University were available on the evening. 
  
It is worth noting that the school’s website has links for ‘Transition’ and how to apply for ‘Summer School’. 
Our uniform suppliers are Just School Wear, based on Main Street in Bulwell and online. They will also be 
selling uniform at the school over the Summer break on Tuesday 28th July 10am-3pm and Thursday 20th 
August 11am-4pm. 
  
The Oakwood Academy looks forward to welcoming back all our new Year 7 students on Wednesday 2nd 
September. Have a great Summer! 
 

Welcome 

Miss Hannah Lake has recently been appointed Director of House for Animus 
(Red).   
 
Miss Lake was educated locally, at Redhill School and The Minster School at 
Southwell. She went on to study at Middlesex University and graduated in Dance 
with a BA (Hons) degree.   
 
Prior to her attaining qualified teacher status, again at Redhill Academy, she spent 
a number of years working as a ski instructor in Switzerland.   
 
In 2008, Miss Lake took up a new post as lead teacher of Dance at the Samworth 
Church Academy in Mansfield. Since then Dance has grown and flourished both inside and outside the 
Academy and she is looking forward to similar success when this new art form is introduced at The 
Oakwood Academy from September.  

 
Mrs Reid has been appointed as Director of House for Robus House.  
 
Originally from Birmingham, she studied music and obtained her degree at the Welsh 
College of Music and Drama before embarking on a career as a professional musician 
and teacher.  
 
She comes to us having been Head of Performing Arts at The Long Eaton School and 
Brinsworth Comprehensive prior to that. Mrs Reid has a strong belief in the 
achievement of all students and is keen to develop the full potential of every student at 
The Oakwood Academy as we move from the horizontal to vertical and House system. 
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When we return in September the school will have a very different look. 
Students will be wearing the new Oakwood Academy uniform, signage 
around the site will have been updated and the website and email will 
have been changed to represent our move to The Oakwood Academy, 
sponsored by The 
Redhill Trust. This is a 
significant juncture for 
the school and those 
closely associated with 
the school are confident 
that being part of The 
Redhill Academy Trust 
will bring significant 
benefits and will help 
the school become an 
outstanding school 
within the next few 
years. 
 

The end of the school year however is a time to celebrate. The recent 
Awards Evening is testament to the brilliant achievement of many of our 
students in Years 7 to 10. Well done to all award winners. Our Year 11 
students prepared well and were impeccable during the recent GCSE 
examination season. We are looking forward to improved results in 
August. Please keep a check on our website, where we will publish our 
results in the Autumn Term. 
 

We are pleased to report that the school is over-subscribed in Year 7 for 
September. This is an indication of the confidence parents in our 
catchment have in our school. We are looking forward to working with 
them and their children the next five years and hopefully beyond, as we 
develop our Sixth Form provision.  
 

This publication provides a snapshot of our work within and beyond the 
classroom which I hope enables you to appreciate our commitment to 
develop each and every student who attends The Oakwood Academy. We 
look forward to an even brighter future which builds upon the core 
principles of The Redhill Academy Trust: 
 

 High expectations of all students 

 Valuing and celebrating academic achievement 

 Consistently high quality, focused teaching for all students 

 Widening students experiences through a range of extra-curricular 

activities 

 
 
 
 
 
Thank you for collecting the 
Sainsbury’s Active Kids 
vouchers. This year we were 
able to order items for both the 
PE and Food department. 
 

Sports day 

Well done to Certus House 
who won this years’ sports 
day.  Points below: 

Certus-262 
Virtus-236 
Robus-233 
Animus-231 

 

Big Wood Olympic Cup 

Over 340 primary pupils 
competed in this athletics 
event on Friday 10th July.  
Well done to Southglade 
Primary School, the overall 
winners 



Role of Honour 2015
Tutor Prizes 

Davante Kirlew 7MBe 
Bijonsze Vida 7ITu 
William Gadsby 7MRo 
Lewis Foster 7OWi 
Thomas Street 7SCa 
Jayden Kenyon 7SCr 
Jorjie-Louise Abell 8APi 
Archie Routledge 8CJo 
Mia Walker 8LCl 
Elise Palmer 8LPo 
Sophie Wright 8SGt 
Andrew Newton 8WZa 
Rebekah Street 9DWr 
Olivia Rogers 9GRi 
Joshua Martin 9LBr 
Olivia King 9LFo 
Ben Atkinson 9LHo 
Osob Yusuf 9MKn 
Olivia Watt 10WAm 
Mila Cosgrove 10SAl 
Rebecca Lowther 10SAf 
Bernadette Bell 10PWa 
Anna Stokes-Singleton 10KEd 
Jake Lawson 10JWi 

English - Excellence 

Holly Poole  
Alyssa Jenson  
Rikki Stacey  
Emily Urquhart  

English - Progress 

Jack Rushby  
Jordan Carter-White  
Chloe Cassidy  
Connor Martin  

Maths - Excellence 

Rachel Ollerenshaw  
James Bird  
Daniel Bettaney  
Dylan Jones  

Maths - Progress 

Collette Cleverley  
Jace Watt  
Piote Markiewicz  
Alicia Smith  

Science - Excellence 

Aiden O’Loughlin 
Grace Mitchell 
Millicent Bardell 
Leah Broderick 

Science - Progress 

Harley Beech-McPhilbin 
Eden-Grant Guncill 
Tyler Gardiner 
Rhys Arnold 

Design Technology - Excellence 

Taea Daly 
Ellie Smith 
Florence Gawtry-Morris 

Design Technology - Progress 

Kuba McNamara 
Jack Page 
Harry Walton 

Product Design - Excellence 

Anna Stokes-Singleton  

Product Design - Progress 

Olivia Upton  

ICT - Excellence 

Shannon Neal 
Ewan Domleo 
Kayci Mitchell 
Kuba Szmyt 

ICT - Progress 

Latrell Wynter 
Demi Tatton 
Leah Sales 
Farjad Mehdi  

Business Studies - Excellence 

Chelsie-Leigh Reid  

Business Studies - Progress 

Tyanah Kyamanywa 

PE - Excellence 

Ella Weightman 
Demi Tatton 
Warren Grossett 

PE - Progress 

Sophia Wagstaff 
Jack Campion 
Calam Hines 

Sport - Excellence 

Rebecca Lowther 

Sport - Progress 

Louis Isbell 

Art - Excellence 

Kuba McNamara  
Emanuil Ivanov  
Connor Walsh  
Sian Reid  

Art - Progress 

Jodie Gough  
Maleeka Samuels 
Dylan Southall  
Alix Perrin  

Drama - Excellence 

Aimee Herrick  
Jack Page 
Molly Bevis 
Imogen Smith 

Drama - Progress 

Keanu Wilding 
Alicia Grant 
Zakk Raspin 
Jordan Britt 

Music - Excellence 

Cody Knighton/Grace Brown 
Ewan Domleo 
Emily Silver 
Amy Carr 

Music - Progress 

Charlotte Woodward 
Isaac Richardson 
Tia Dove 
Kirk Fitzgerald 
 

Geography - Excellence 

Rachel Ollerenshaw 
Demi Tatton 
Leah McHugh 
Sophie Thomasen 

Geography - Progress 

Jack Wisher 
Elise Foster 
Leah Sales 
Jordan Watson 

History - Excellence 

Kyle Watson 

Nicole Wilson 
Jae Daly 
Sian Reid 

History - Progress 

Holly Poole 
Dylan Minns 
Charlie Roddis 
Olivia Upton 

RE - Excellence 

Kuba McNamara 
Alicia Grant 
Florence Gawtry-Morris 
Rio Houghton 

RE - Progress 

Harley Beech-McPhilbin 
Millie McWhirter 
Abbie Williams 
Connor Dove 

Spanish - Excellence 

Jasmine Garrett 
Fitzroy Martin 
Osob Yusef 
Leah Broderick 

Spanish - Progress 

Gemma Carr 
Alexia Hunter 
Jaime-Lea Todd 
Ines Pires De Castro 

Hair and Beauty - Excellence 

Taylor Whelpton  

Hair and Beauty - Progress 

Lauren Self  

Health and Social Care - Excellence 

Shannell Bensley 

Health and Social Care - Progress 

Georgia Herrick 

Inclusion Award 

Chloe Catton 

Work Experience 

Stevie-Leigh Davis 

All Round Achievers Award 

Zyta Galaszewska 
 
 
 

Thursday 16

Years 7 to 10. Award winners arrived with their parents to a 

‘Red Carpet’ reception. Students in each year group were 

awarded prizes for contribution to the school community as 

well as excellence and progress for each subject and 100% 

attendance over the academic year. Among the 156 award 

winners was Chloe Catton in Year 9, who was awarded the 

Anita Thouless Inclusion Shield. The David Harris ‘All Round 

Achiever’ trophy was awarded to Zyta Galazewska in Year 8. 

Both students have made exceptional academic and personal 

progress over the past year. Our distinguished guest for the 

evening was Mr Mike Wisner, Chief Operating Officer at the 

Nottingham Tennis Centre. Mike is also a Guinness World 

Record holder, reality TV personality and ‘Iron Man Challenge’ 

competitor. Mike presented the awards and spoke to students 

about reaching for their ambitions, whatever it takes. Mr 

Phillips, who led the evening, said “We are extremely proud of 

our award winners who have all gone the extra mile to achieve 

their personal best this year. The choice of students for these 

awards always causes much deliberation, since so many of 

our students’ efforts and achievements deserve recognition. 

We wanted to make the last awards evening of Big Wood 

School a night for the students and their parents to 

remember.”

Jed Fenn, year 11, is part of the Robin Hood Youth 
Orchestra at Nottingham Music School.  

On Saturday 16th May the orchestra performed at 
Meadow Lane football ground as part of Football 
Rocks; a charity football tournament set up by Jake 
Bugg featuring teams made up of a number of rock 
and indie bands as well as some professional 
players.  

The event was in aid of Jake's Robin Hoodie 
foundation and the British Heart Foundation.  

Well done Jed! 

E-Safety at The Oakwood Academy 

 

Ofsted will be on the look out for how the school protects and educates staff and students in its use of technology, 
and what measures the school has in place to intervene and support should a particular issue arise. 
 
As the framework is concerned with safeguarding students, it has to be a top priority for schools.  Learning about 
e-safety is a vital life skill. Empowering children at an early age with the knowledge to safeguard themselves and 
their personal information is something that needs to be nurtured throughout school to see them into adult life. 
Equally it is important to empower adults, particularly parents, with the right information so that they can identify 
risky behaviour, or mitigate the possibility of risk. 
 
Below is a summary of what is expected: 

 All teaching and non-teaching staff should be aware and able to recognise e-safety issues with high-quality 

leadership and management to make e-safety a priority 

 High priority given to training and continuation training to all staff, including the contribution of the wider school 

community. One member of staff to receive accredited training (for example: to become an e-safety officer) 

 Clear reporting processes 

 Rigorous, plain English policies and procedures integrated with other relevant policies 

 Progressive e-safety curriculum 

 Provision of a recognised internet service provider (ISP) with age-related filtering 

 Good risk assessment 

 
The Oakwood Academy has just received their accreditation for e-Safety.  Mrs Healey said, “I am extremely 
grateful to all those that have contributed to the work around e-Safety, particularly our parent Governor, Eric 
Adjaidoo and Julie Bird, member of the PTA.  I’m confident that our school is doing all it can to ensure the safety 
of our students on-line.” 
 
If you have questions or are interested in attending an e-safety workshop in school please contact Ms Stokes on 
01159 53 9323. 

New uniform launched 

 
The new uniform will be launched from 
September 2015.  There will be two pop up 
shops in school over the summer holiday, 
details below.  Parents have been issued 
with a voucher, the voucher must be 
brought with you when you collect the 
uniform along with proof of ID.  Boys will be 

entitled to school 
trousers an Academy 
blazer and tie; girls, a 
skirt, an Academy 
blazer and tie.  The PE 
kit will remain the same 
until further notice. 
 

28th July, 10 - 3pm 
20th August, 11 - 4pm 
 

Year 6 pupils are very 
welcome to purchase school uniform at 
either of these events.  For more information 
contact Mrs Wright in school. 



The Oakwood Academy 
Parent Teacher 
Association have had a 
busy first year.  
 
We have entertained local 
residents with a musical 
ensemble in school and 
ended the year with our 

music festival. 
 
The music festival was 
on Saturday 4th July, 
the weather was great, 
music fantastic, a great 
family afternoon. 
 
The PTA has lots 
planned for the next academic year (see below).  If 
you are interested in joining our PTA, please contact 
Michaella Stokes in school. 
 
28th September Sponsored Zumbathon 
7th October Year 7 Disco 
30th October Charity Dogs Night at 
 Colwick Park 
13th November Curry and Quiz Night 
3rd December Christmas Extravaganza 
8th February Year 7 Cinema Night 
Easter Afternoon Tea 
2nd July Food Festival. 
For more information, visit our PTA page on the 
school website. 

 

Year 10 Moving Forward 

Year 10 have had a busy couple of weeks just 

recently.  Monday 22nd June started the week 

of their Work Experience.  119 students were 

out in the world of work experiencing early 

starts and late finishes, a challenge for some 

of them.  We have had some excellent 

feedback from employers commenting on our 

students commitment, enthusiasm and 

professionalism.   Well done Year 10. 

On Tuesday 7th July, students took part in 

their ‘Moving Forward Day’, a careers 

aspirational day.  They started the day with a 

motivational speaker, Atlas Brooking who 

certainly encaptured their enthusiasm.  We 

hope that the day enabled our students to 

think about the 

future and what 

they want to 

achieve. 

Pictured: Central 

College, Motor 

Vehicle Workshop. 

Year 7 Pupil’s visit Nottingham University 
 
On Friday 12th June a group of twenty of our Gifted and Talented Year 7 students attended a campus visit at 
Nottingham University. 
 
Students are taking part in the prestigious Sutton Scholar’s Scheme, which provides enrichment opportunities and 
encourages gifted young people in Nottingham to consider a future studying at University. The scheme offers 
information and support to students from Year 7 onwards, including advice and guidance with GCSE options, 
specifically tailored revision events, support during A’ levels and even help with University applications in Year 12.  It is 
a unique service and we are very proud as a school to extend this opportunity to our gifted students. 
 
Following a welcome evening at the University for students and their parents, our year 7’s were visited in school by 
University staff who delivered an interactive introduction to the Sutton Scholars Scheme. Finally, students attended a 
fun and informative day at the University Park Campus, finding out more about what it is like to study at University and 
what type of courses might be available to them. 
 
During the day our students, alongside other secondary students from Nottingham City, took part in information 
sessions, met with current University students and completed a quiz which took them around the campus.  Maddison 
Hartshorn commented that, “I thought being able to experience what it is like on campus was great because when we 
go to University we will know what to expect.” 
 
William Gadsby also enjoyed the day, “It was good walking around the campus – we found out a lot about University 
life. It has definitely made me consider going to University in the future.” 
 
All students who attended were fantastic and represented both themselves and the school brilliantly. Mrs Navarro and 

Mr Healey who accompanied the students were both very proud of the interest and positive attitude which all our Year 

7s demonstrated on the day and look forward to our next visit which will take place next year. 

 
 

Role of Honour 2015 

Excellence 

 

100% Attendance 

Year 7 

Harley Beech-McPhilbin 
Mckenzie Bradshaw 
Kai Byron 
Taea Daly 
Adam Easom 
William Gadsby 
Jasmine Garratt 
Joshua Greenwood 
Leah Jackson 
Lemar Lewis 
Jordan Lowth-Dixon 
Jerome Moore 
Sophia Wagstaff 
Ethan Watson 
Elle-May Watts 

Year 8 

Kaliyah Barnes 
James Bird 
Vinnie Brown 
Kyle Buchanan-Duffus 
Cheronnie Carr 
Daniel Clarke-Mundle 
Ellie Davis 
Toby Daxner 
Mazen El-Faquih 
Dylan Guest 
Aydan Hatherley 
John Hills 
Ben Humphreys 
Alexia Hunter 
Alyssa Jenson 
Neve Jones 
Dylan King 
Collins Okojie 
Jessica Oliver 
Peter Poullet 
Joe Reader 
Maison Riley 
Archie 
Routledge 
Odette Stewart 
Lewis Walsh 
Nicole Wilson 
Sophie Wright 

Year 9 

Lucas Birch 
Mitchell Bone 
Jade Chaplin 
Morgan Chaplin 
Aaron Charles 
Jae Daly 
Matthew Foster 
Florence Gawtry-
Morris 
Alexander Marshall 
Kayci Mitchell 
Lewis Mitchell 
Levi Plumb-Kelly 
Rikki Stacey 
Rebekah Street 
Osob Yusef 
 

Year 10 

Madjara Bakayoko 
Jordan Britt 
Erin Davison 
Keenan Duggins 
Louis Isbell 
Kyle Jones 
Luke Jones 
Jake Lawson 
Troy Mbugua 
Garth Raspin 
Jan Reddish 
Sian Reid 
Sheldon Sharp 
Alicia Smith 
Kieran Straw 
Katie Ann Swift 
Harry Walker 
Thomas Wells 
 
Music Performance 
Steevie-Leigh Chantler 
Lauren Self 
 
Drama Performance 
Isobel Walker 
Imogen Smith 

 
 

Thursday 16th July was our annual student awards evening for 

Years 7 to 10. Award winners arrived with their parents to a 

‘Red Carpet’ reception. Students in each year group were 

awarded prizes for contribution to the school community as 

well as excellence and progress for each subject and 100% 

attendance over the academic year. Among the 156 award 

winners was Chloe Catton in Year 9, who was awarded the 

Anita Thouless Inclusion Shield. The David Harris ‘All Round 

Achiever’ trophy was awarded to Zyta Galazewska in Year 8. 

Both students have made exceptional academic and personal 

progress over the past year. Our distinguished guest for the 

evening was Mr Mike Wisner, Chief Operating Officer at the 

Nottingham Tennis Centre. Mike is also a Guinness World 

Record holder, reality TV personality and ‘Iron Man Challenge’ 

competitor. Mike presented the awards and spoke to students 

about reaching for their ambitions, whatever it takes. Mr 

Phillips, who led the evening, said “We are extremely proud of 

our award winners who have all gone the extra mile to achieve 

their personal best this year. The choice of students for these 

awards always causes much deliberation, since so many of 

our students’ efforts and achievements deserve recognition. 

We wanted to make the last awards evening of Big Wood 

School a night for the students and their parents to 

remember.” 



Our modern car industry – a visit to Jaguar Land Rover 

 

On Wednesday 29th April, forty of our Year 7, 8 and 9 students 
attended a visit to the Jaguar factory at Castle Bromwich in 
Birmingham as part of our Geography curriculum in the World Studies 
faculty. The visit included a tour of the manufacture of Jaguar XJ luxury 
saloons. The Jaguar Land Rover factory and design centre visit gave 
an opportunity for us to study the changing nature of the British car 
industry and also an opportunity for students to look at current success 

stories and potential for future careers/ambitions. 
 
Our entry to the factory set the tone for the day. As we drove through the gates we were met by a whole 
range of Jaguar F type sports cars. The sound of v6 and v8 engines purring and burbling and then many 
sharp intakes of breath every time another F type rolled down the road beside us or emerged fresh from 
the factory gates. Students (and staff!) chose which F type would be theirs; we realised how impressive 
the day would be. After an introduction to Jaguar Land Rover in the Education Centre we headed into the 
vast main plant where Spitfires had been made in the war. The scale of 
the factory was awesome yet eerily quiet as the production line rolled 
gently through the buildings. Here we watched the XJ saloons being 
assembled and finished. The quality and skill going into the luxury 
sports saloons was incredible. We were able to see cars being made 
for export to the USA, Europe and China. Students learned about the 
whole process of making new cars from design to final tests. Watching 
the new robots fit and marry bodies of cars to the powertrains showed 
just how advanced Jaguar and car making in Britain has become. We 
were able to see hundreds of processes in the factory to fit thousands 
of different options to the cars. Workers at the plant programmed the 
robots and quality controlled the work on the cars.  
 
Students were then able to use software to operate models of the robots in the factory and build cars (out 
of lego) to demonstrate their understanding of the importance of teamwork and quality control to mass 
produce higher quality cars. Our students were praised for their exemplary behaviour and made it clear 
that another visit would be good; although one or two had even higher aspirations by suggesting we visit 
the Bentley Factory in Crewe. A huge thank you to all staff and the students as well as Jaguar Land Rover 
for making this a really interesting and valuable day. 

Mr Luckhurst (Faculty Leader – World Studies) 

 

Chemistry Camp - Cambridge University 
On Monday 6th July, Sian Reid (10SAf) and Anna Stokes-Singleton (10KEd)  

travelled to Cambridge for the start of their Chemistry Camp residential.  The 

girls were nominated by Miss Afford and were really pleased to be chosen to 

attend this prestigious University.  Miss Afford said, “I am so proud of Anna 

and Sian.  It was an amazing opportunity for them to study Chemistry and 

experience university life.  Well done Anna and Sian.” 

Three days working in a laboratory working on chemistry experiments 

including making a clock out of reactions, cheaper Benzocaine (anaesthetic), 

toxic paint and glow in the dark liquid.  Anna said, “It was fun.  We got to try A-

level and first year graduate practical’s.  A lot of it was independent work, researching experiments with other 

year 10 pupils from around the country.  We also took part in a lecture on water and how it is so complex.  It was 

a good trip.” 

Sian said, “It was interesting, a lot of new experiences and met a lot of 

different people.  I have never been to Cambridge before so it was exciting to 

be shown around the University and working in the labs.  We also had a tour 

of Cambridge, it was very historical as we learnt where Isaac Newton studied.”  

Well done girls, we are extremely proud of you representing our school and 

the City of Nottingham. 

Big Wood Sporting Achievement 

Year 7s win the Silver Medal in the city netball 

championships.  

Well done to our year 7 team we are all so proud of you. 
 
Ella Weightman (joint captain), Mckenzie Bradshaw (joint captain), Neve 
Burdus, Maddison Hartshorne, Abbie Whitehead, Chloe Brown, Sophia 
Wagstaff, Tegan Smith and Aimee Herrick. 

Our year 7 & 8 students took part in a 

skip-a-thon within PE during May 

raising £605 for the British Heart 

Foundation. Congratulations to 

everyone involved, a fantastic effort 

by all! 

Logan Goodwin 7SCa 
 
A massive well done to Logan 
who is one quarter off receiving 
his black belt!  Logan has been 
taking part in Martial Arts since 
he was five following his love of 
Bruce Lee films.  Logan said, 
“It’s great, everyone should 
have a go!” 

During the Spring term Year 7, 9 and 10 girls had the opportunity to 
experience rugby with qualified ‘Rugby England’ coaches.  
 
This was an hour session for six weeks which included ball handling, 
formation, tackling, rooking, mauling, and developing from touch rugby to 
potted full games. The sessions introduced girls to the sport with the 
opportunity to compete against other schools at Mellish Rugby Club. 
 
“I found the coach very helpful and he made everything fun especially 
when we got into games.” Mckenzie Bradshaw. 
“If you struggled he was always there to help. We progressed from semi to 
full contact which helped us build our confidence.” Maddison Hartshorn. 
“It was really fun because he taught you how to pass and tackle properly 
and it helped us progress to playing a full game.  I would like to now play in 
the school team.” Ella Weightman 

Athletics - Congratulations to the 45 year 7 
and 8 students that competed at the city 
athletics championships on Monday. On a 
very soggy afternoon, the stadium cover was 
packed like the canteen panini queue with 
students from 14 city schools avoiding the 
rain. Despite the poor weather conditions 
there were some fantastic individual and 
team performances. Well done all. 



The Oakwood Academy are currently looking for candidates for their School 
Nutrition Action Group (SNAG). If you have a passion for food/cooking/
nutrition then please consider joining and helping us with our aim of promoting 
healthy eating.  
In order to join, you must: 

 Have a passion for food/healthy eating 

 Express your interest to the School Cooking Champion (Miss Poundall- 
stlp@bigwood.nottingham.sch.uk) 

 Read the job descriptions available and complete an application form and 
submit to the School Cooking Champion via email (above) or in person 

 Have a passion for growing food 

 Be dedicated  

 Be willing to attend meetings roughly once every half term 

 Want to make a difference and promote healthy eating 

 For more information, please contact Miss Poundall.  
What is a School Nutrition Action Group (SNAG)?  
This is a school-based working group, made up of a variety of people who are interested in food and 
nutrition. The aim is to manage the review of the whole school food provision and drive forward 
improvements and initiatives to promote healthy eating throughout the school.   
Who is part of the SNAG? 
Typical membership of a SNAG can include: 

 A member of the Senior Management team (Mrs Healey) 

 Member(s) of teaching staff, including your School Cooking Champion (Miss Poundall)  

 Students  (all years are welcome) 

 Parent/Governor (Ms Stokes and one other place available) 

 Catering manager 

 Health professionals where necessary 
What can the SNAG do? 
As a group of people with a passion for food and nutrition, we can establish, monitor and evaluate a 
consistent Healthy Eating Policy which encourages a whole school approach to food and can focus on a 
range of issues.  
Benefits 
Promotes a healthier environment in school, offers students, staff and parents the opportunity to voice 
concerns, promotes healthy choices, enables students, staff and parents to make heathier food choices, 
supports and informs the curriculum. As a student member, you will gain a certificate for your professional 
development files.  

A group of our talented GCSE ART pupils were selected to exhibit 
their work at the Nottingham Society of Artists gallery on Friar Lane 
near Nottingham Castle. The work looked wonderful and we 
received many glowing reviews. It was very apparent also, that as a 
secondary school we allow our pupils to develop their own personal 
ideas, to creatively find their own voice; this is in contrast to the 
more accepted tradition of pupils working to a schools’ set brief or 

style. 
 
A number of students made the opening including Enya Belfield 
and Eloka McNamara, A delicate pen study by our own Lucia Rizzo 
was selected to go in the main window to entice the public in and a 
beautiful horse painting by Chloe Glazzard was a very worthy prize 
winner. 

Election Day 2015 
 

After a week of heavy campaigning by the candidates the day of voting 
finally arrived. No, not the General Election but of course the Big Wood 
General Election! There were four election teams for the 7th May 
contest. The four teams represented the Conservative Party, Labour 
Party, Liberal Democrats and Greens. Students in year 10 volunteered 
to represent these parties and set about canvassing support for tutor 
groups. Our election was set up to see two types of result. The current 
British electoral first past the post system was used with each tutor 
group being a constituency, and also a list method of direct PR was 
also calculated. The Year 10 students produced resources to help 
students understand how elections work, and also to campaign for their 
chosen parties. They conducted talks with students in tutor groups in a 
knowledgeable, engaging and thoroughly professional way. Students throughout the school 
had opportunities to discuss what different parties represented and ask questions about 
politics. It was really impressive to hear a wide range of students discussing the election and 
enquiring about the national General Election. The school had a great buzz about it for the 
week leading up to the vote and especially on the day of voting. Students from each tutor 
group had their own ballot paper, voted and delivered the ballot boxes to the counting room. 
The results turned out as follows… 

 

 
 

 
 
Congratulations to Rio and the Labour team in their 
victory. 
 
Thank you to our Year 10 students for engaging, running 
and standing in the election and for the support of all staff 
and for all students for joining in so well. 
 

Mr Luckhurst 
 

Candidate & Party Total  
Number of 
votes 

% of the 
vote 

Number of seats 
or constituencies 
won. 

Rio Houghton (Labour) 237 votes 46.75% 16 seats 

Mila Cosgrove (Conservative) 96 votes 18.93% 7 seats 

Sian Reid (Green) 138 votes 27.22% 7 seats 

Sam Watts (Liberal Democrat) 36 votes 7.1% 0 seats 

Number of rejected ballot papers = 71 (39 spoiled) (32 incorrectly marked) 

A total of 578 ballot papers were returned in 30 constituencies. 

mailto:stlp@bigwood.nottingham.sch.uk


The Expressive Arts Faculty took a group of students to New York as 
part of the Oakwood Academy’s enrichment week, the most ambitious 
trip in the schools’ history. Students saw and experienced everything 
you can think of in the Big Apple, from watching the sunset at the top of 
the Empire State Building to taking in a Broadway Show in Times 
Square. In an extremely packed four days we walked miles and miles 
and miles, we caught subways, buses, ferry’s and planes. We mingled 
with the locals and looked out for one another. The students studied the 
Art at the Guggenheim 

Museum and posed for photos under the Statue of 
Liberty.  In temperatures reaching the high 80’s we 
cooled down in the water fountains of Central Park 
and explored the majesty of Grand Central Station 
and many other iconic sights. All the time, despite 
the heat and relentless pace the students’ 
behaviour and enthusiasm was exemplary gaining 
praise from all who met them. Finally, as all good 
things do, the trip came to end and as we took our 
final overnight flight. All of us waved goodbye to 
New York hoping we would be returning very soon. 

New York, New York!

450 students across Year 7 - 9 recently took part in our second enrichment week and what a great week it was.

were four residentials, 15 day trips and over 30 in school courses and workshops.  Enrichment week is about putting 

learning into a different contexts and gives students the opportunity to work with wider groups of students in different year

to develop their personal skills.  It also allows students to access activities where they can learn something new that relates 

to the curriculum but wouldn’t normally be covered.  Many thanks to all the staff who put so much time and effort into 

making it a good week and to the students for the enthusiasm over the week. 

The Expressive Arts Faculty took a group of students to New York as 
part of the Oakwood Academy’s enrichment week, the most ambitious 
trip in the schools’ history. Students saw and experienced everything 
you can think of in the Big Apple, from watching the sunset at the top of 
the Empire State Building to taking in a Broadway Show in Times 
Square. In an extremely packed four days we walked miles and miles 
and miles, we caught subways, buses, ferry’s and planes. We mingled 
with the locals and looked out for one another. The students studied the 
Art at the Guggenheim 

Museum and posed for photos under the Statue of 
In temperatures reaching the high 80’s we 

cooled down in the water fountains of Central Park 
and explored the majesty of Grand Central Station 
and many other iconic sights. All the time, despite 
the heat and relentless pace the students’ 
behaviour and enthusiasm was exemplary gaining 
praise from all who met them. Finally, as all good 
things do, the trip came to end and as we took our 
final overnight flight. All of us waved goodbye to 
New York hoping we would be returning very soon.  

What a week! Wall to wall 

sunshine, pumping waves, great 

food and sand in my socks when I 

got home. Our students had an 

amazing time in Cornwall - surfing, 

body boarding, coasteering, 

archery, beach volleyball and 

coastal walks. I was really worried 

that the mix of pupils we took 

would not bond but I could not 

have been further from the truth. 

Great stories, memories and friendships that will last a life time! 

New York, New York! 
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