
As we near the end of the spring term we can reflect on a successful term at The 
Oakwood Academy. Both students and staff have worked hard, been focused and 
can be really proud of their achievements so far. This has been particularly true of Year 
11 who have just completed their second set of mock exams and I have to say the 
attitude in these assessments, as well as period 6 revision sessions and breakfast 
booster classes has been exemplary. A huge thank you to all the time staff have put 
into making these possible. The students will receive their mock results through 
lessons and hopefully this will provide the boost they need to go forward confidently 
in what will be their last few weeks at the academy. Next up for them will be Easter 
revision sessions on the first Tuesday and Wednesday of the holidays. 
 
Our year 7 students have now fully settled into Oakwood life and continue to impress 
in both lesson time and extra-curricular sessions at the academy. This has been down 
to the excellent pastoral structures we have at Oakwood along with an extensive and 
smooth transition programme with the local primary schools. This is on-going and we 
are already looking at this programme for current year 5 students looking to apply in 
October. I am proud to say that once again at Oakwood we are oversubscribed for next 
years’ year 7 cohort, and continue to be a popular choice within the community.  
 
I hope you take time to read the many success stories within this newsletter from the 
different faculties at the academy, once again there has been an awful lot packed into 
such a short term. In particular I want to draw your attention to news about our 
student alumni and careers section. Many Oakwood students have gone on to the high 
performing Redhill Academy sixth form, and have excelled there, applying for the very 
top Universities in the country. We are extremely proud of their achievements and 
hope they act as role models to students currently at The Oakwood Academy. 
Applications from this years’ year 11 to Redhill are again high. 
 
Finally on a personal note I would like to thank all parents in my first term at Oakwood 
for your continued support and wish everyone a restful Easter break. 
 

Mr M Hardy, Headteacher 



This year, we have introduced ‘Pledges’ to The Oakwood Academy, following the lead of The Redhill 
Academy. We are asking students to commit to trying new things and seizing opportunities that come 
their way. It might be a school trip, joining the Duke of Edinburgh award or continuing to attend a 
football. By having these experiences, students will be making progress towards completing a pledge, 
which are: 
 

1. To contribute to Academy Sporting events 
2. To contribute to Academy Expressive Arts events 
3. To contribute to Academy STEM subject events 
4. To organise and actively participate in assemblies 
5. To organise and actively participate in at least 3 fundraising events for House charities 
6. To represent your House is at least 10 different House activities 
7. To participate in activities that support others within the Academy 
8. To attend cultural or sports events outside of school 
9. To take part in wider community projects 
10. To read 3 novels per year and complete a book review for each 

 
It is widely acknowledged that young people who have a wide range of experiences beyond the 
classroom have much more to say at college, university and job interviews and develop many more 
skills, therefore opening even more opportunities for them to be successful in the future. Providing 
Pledges is just another way for us to support the development of our students and ensure that they 
leave us as well rounded individuals.  
 
Even though Pledges have only been in place since September 2017 we already have a number of 
students who have completed their first pledge or in the case of some of our Year 11, have completed 
them all. The reward for these hard working Year 11s is an invitation to their prom, which is something 
they are all very excited about. It isn’t just about the prom however, along the way, student success are 
celebrated in assemblies, they are rewarded with post cards home, certificates and their names up in 
lights around school.  
 
There are always opportunities for students to succeed. In the next few weeks students are being 
encouraged to take part in sporting house activities, supporting younger year groups with revision and 
study tips and participating in Sport Relief. If you have a child who is involved in an activity outside of 
school such as performing arts, martial arts or cadets, please encourage them to take their pledge 
passport along and get it signed. Furthermore, encourage your child to be as actively involved in school 
life as possible. 

Students who have completed all pledges: 
 

 
 

Mia Walker 

Abi Bennett 

Ben Humphreys 

Alexia Hunter 

Millie McWhirter 

  

Dante Gibbs 

Alyssa Jenson 

Charleigh Rae Sharpe 

Lea Moore 

Cheronnie Carr 

Jack Mayfield Dudley 

Megan Milsom 

Neve Jones 

Jack Powell 
Morgan Smith 

  

Lucie Jones 

Alicia Grant 

  



Students who have completed one pledge: 
 

 
Congratulations to all of these young people.  

 

 
A group of students in year 10 have recently been chosen to participate in a mentoring programme called 
Think for the Future. This project is aimed at students in our community that have the potential to go to 
university and has been funded by the University of Nottingham, Trent University and the University of 
Derbyshire. They will meet every other week with a coach that will help motivate each student to reach 
their full potential. The initial sessions have been a great success with all students enthused and excited by 
the support being provided. 

 
 

Students experienced a very energetic and engaging performance from 
Pintsized Theatre entitled “LUVU2”.  It featured as a lead up to the 
forthcoming National CSE day which addresses the core PSHE themes 
below and the growing concerns of online grooming. 

 Health and Wellbeing 
 Relationships 
 Living in the wider world 

 
The students developed their knowledge and understanding from 
participating in workshop discussions examining exploitation danger signs 
and how further to safeguard themselves and others now and in the future. 

Aydan Hatherley 

Sophie Spouge 

Tiegan Paterson 

Jack Page 

James Bird 

Brooke Scrivens 

Siana Jai Shaw 

Dani Regan 

  

Demi Tatton 

Ewan Domleo 

Emily Feirn 

Elise Foster 

David Hurry 

Faye Buck 

Lilli Anna Ellis 

  

Summer Hilton 

Morgan Turner 

Keona Eguakhide Kennedy 

Imogen Atkinson 

Mahawa Cherif 
Nurdini Housia 

Libby Matthews 

  

Nicole Wilson 

Mitchell Morgan 
Brown 

Ricardo Christy 

Trinity Godfrey 

Lucy Hall 
Callum Macdonald 

Jordan Newberry Shaw 

Xhuljana Novaku 

Martins Okojie 

Jorjie Abell 
Joshua Oliver 

Kai Zimmerman 

  



The National Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP) is a programme that helps young 
people between years 9 to 13 think about their futures and supports them to achieve their 
aspirations. The IntoUniversity NCOP team have had a fantastic year so far working with The 
Oakwood Academy. Since the start of September 2017, NCOP have worked with 64 different 
students at The Oakwood Academy through a variety of different workshops and trips.  

 
In order to help prepare Year 11 students for their upcoming 
GCSE exams, NCOP delivered a mentoring programme to a 
cohort of Year 11 students for a period of six weeks after 
school. The mentoring sessions covered timetabling, revision 
techniques and study skills and, with the support of NCOP 
staff, students were able to use the time to create revision 
resources. The programme was well received by students; 
one of the students described the programme as “fun, 
interesting and helpful” and said they learnt “how to revise in 

new ways and plan my time effectively.”  The NCOP team wish the Year 11 students the best of 
luck in their GCSE exams.  
 
During February half-term, NCOP ran a holiday FOCUS 
programme for students in Year 9, 10 and 11 at The 
Oakwood Academy and Park Vale Academy. 31 students 
took part in the programme, with 12 students attending 
from The Oakwood Academy. The theme of the programme 
was "Science in the Real World" and students visited the 
English Institute of Sport in Sheffield, The University of 
Derby and The University of Nottingham and took part in 
sessions based on Sports Science, Forensic Science and 
Medical Science, respectively. Students gained knowledge of different areas within Science and 
the variety of careers available, whilst also gaining an insight into University life. One of the year 
9 students at The Oakwood Academy rated the programme as “excellent” and described it as 
“useful, educational and fun.” 

 
Recently, a cohort of Year 10 students attended the NCOP 
Business in FOCUS day; this was held at the Capital One 
offices in Nottingham and students took part in a Global 
Games simulation. The programme develops skills in 
teamwork, leadership, managing under pressure and 
communication. Students were split into two teams, 
Chicago and Madrid, and competed to host the next 
Global Games by attending meetings, taking part in a 

debate and creating a campaign showcase. The students really immersed themselves in the day 
and the Capital One volunteers were thoroughly impressed by the students’ enthusiasm and 
professionalism. One of the students stated how the day “helped me speak in front of people” 
and “boosted my confidence.”  
 



The IntoUniversity NCOP team are really looking forward to continue working with The Oakwood 
Academy and running more exciting programmes for the students.   If you would like more 
information, please speak to Ms Stokes. 
 

Year 11 students are in the final stages of making their post 16 applications, only a few now to 
choose their destination.   
 
Students in year 10 are finalising their work experience placements for the week commencing 9th 
July.   Work experience is an invaluable opportunity to extend students’ learning and we are very 
grateful that businesses have the commitment and time to support our students.   Our main aim 
for students is to give them an insight into working life and to give them the opportunity to work 
alongside adults, undertaking new tasks and developing their self-confidence.  In addition, 
students have been given a list of employability skills on which to focus.   

 
In January, a group of year 10 students visited Cambridge 
University and completed taster sessions in science and 
theology.  Students were able to see what it would be like 
to study at Cambridge and were given information on 
what they would need to succeed at GCSE, A level and 
beyond.  It was an inspirational day! 
 

Students continue to have careers lessons during PSHE, assembly and tutor time. 
 

On Thursday 15th March, Kady Bakayoko, Amy-Leigh 
Hawkridge, Marshall Rose and Theresa Bateson performed in 
the Bestwood’s Got Talent 2018 final.  The evening was packed 
full of local talent with Kady performing her gymnast routine, 
Amy singing, Theresa as part of a dance troupe and finally 
Marshall highlighting his 4D animation.   
Ms Stokes and Miss Charles felt that they represented themselves and The Oakwood Academy  
exceptionally.  Well done! 
 

Every Thursday after school from 3pm at The Oakwood Academy is movie night. Watch movies 

that are a little different, movies you do not know about, be this Classic, Cult, Monster, Comedy, 

Anime and may more. Over the past few weeks we have shown Watership Down. a classic 

animation about loyalty and courage.  ‘9’, a CGI movie about the power of community and how 

one soul can change the world, and Bill & Ted's Excellent Adventure, a cult comedy classic where 

two slackers travel through time to assemble a menagerie of historical figures to save their high 

school history presentation. With more movies coming soon, like Jaws, Ponyo and The Goonies. 

Open to years 7, 8 and 9 if you want to come along see Mr Reynolds or Miss Duke for a letter 

then open your mind to movies. 



At The Oakwood Academy, students are very lucky to be able to access a reserved 
place at the Trust sixth form based at The Redhill Academy. It is pleasing to report 
that 32 of our current year 11 students have applied to study A levels at The 
Redhill Academy and we look forward to supporting their transition within the 
Trust.  
 
We would urge Year 11 students to complete an application form and reserve a 
place (which will be held open until mid-September) even if they have other 
applications pending. As we can appreciate choices and situations change over 
time and we wouldn’t want them to miss out on their entitlement to a place.  
 
The Redhill Academy has an excellent reputation locally for its high quality 
provision in a growing sixth form and the academic success which it delivers for 
our students. This summer saw the best ever results at A Level, with 34% of 
students gaining A*/A.  As an aspirational sixth form, 
we also pride ourselves on the number of students 
who progress on to university. 88% of the current 
year 13 have applied to continue their studies at 
university. 50% of these students have made 
applications to establishments in the Russell Group 
which are considered to be world-class, research-
intensive universities.  
 
Year 12 have already benefitted from a visit to Oxford 
University and have many opportunities, visits and 
activities planned for later on in this academic year.   
 
 

Photo of Osob and Rikki outside Oxford University.  

  

Over the past two years, Oakwood Academy has seen 31 students’ progress and 
flourish at the Trust sixth form.  
 
The following Oakwood Academy Alumni Year 13 students have made Post 18 
destination applications: 
 

Stevie-Leigh Davis—College  
Ines Pires De Castro—Higher Apprenticeship  



Jessica Green—De Montfort University, Psychology 
Erin Hefferon—Northumbria University, Criminology and Sociology 
Nieeve Jackson—Nottingham Trent University, Primary Education 
Nikita Kaur—Offer’s received to study Psychology and Sociology 

Jordan Sergeant—Higher Apprenticeship  
Anna Stokes-Singleton—University of Nottingham, Spanish and International Media 

& Communication 
Imogen Smith—Offer’s received to study Veterinary Science  

India Williams—Offer’s received to study Criminology  
 

Owen Glenn started at Sheffield Hallam to study Geography in September 2017 
 
We wish them all the very best and look forward to hearing about their progress in 
the future.  
 
It is a pleasure to continue to work with our alumni and they were very keen to offer 
their words of wisdom to our present students regarding their post 16 choices:  
 

 “A great choice, it is much better and more motivating than college.” 
Tyler Gardiner – Year 12 

  
“Until the Redhill open evening for Sixth Form, I was unsure of where I would go 

after Oakwood. I was certain that Redhill would benefit me in terms of the teaching 
and the comfortable school environment. To continue my love of English and 

experience the world of Politics in a school that’s already impeccable makes it dream
-like in my eyes and the new opportunities given to me, what more could you ask 

for? Great teachers and great support make me enjoy further education.” 
Olivia King – Year 12 

  
“Leaving school was a huge step for me and honestly I didn’t think I would be able to 

succeed but Redhill Sixth Form opened doors of opportunity for me that I didn’t 
think I would be interested in but with the outstanding support of all the staff, I feel 
confident in my future and that joining the Sixth Form family was the best decision I 
could have made for my future. Being able to make your own decisions is important 
so think carefully about what is best for you but I am confident that Redhill will be 

the best next step in your journey.” 
Stevie-Leigh Davis – Year 13 

 



This term five students have taking part in the Bronze CREST award.  
 
Two students researched robots and have started to make them so 
they will eventually be able to programme them to follow patterns.   
Two students are researching the anatomy of rats and frogs and next 
term will be dissecting them.   The final student is looking at food in 
space and designing meals that can be prepared in space.     

 
The CREST Award allows students to gain 
research skills, the ability to work independently to solve problems, and are 
then able to analyse and evaluate their work.  This of course will benefit 
students in their Science lessons as it helps them think like Scientists, how 
things work and why they have come to that conclusion. 
 
Once students have completed their Bronze award they can go onto silver 
which requires 30 hours of project work.  

 

 

 
This term, a selection of Year 7 and 8 students took part in a Model 
UN project over a six-week period. The project was run by a group of 
students from Nottingham Trent University who are studying degrees 
related to the work of the UN (such as Law or Government and 
Politics). Our students got stuck straight into all of the activities and 
learnt a lot about the formation, structure and work of the UN. They then developed skills such 
as debating and negotiation to ultimately try and come up with solutions do the current conflicts 
in Syria – ultimately learning that there is never one, simple solution to an international conflict.  
The students’ confidence seemed to grow throughout and they had an excellent time acting as 
delegates from five major nations modelling a real summit in the final session.  
- Mr Pinkett 
 
The Model UN club was fantastic. We learned about how the UN deal with international 
problems. We attempted to find a solution to the problems that are happening right now. We 
learned how to debate and we also learned a lot about the UN. The staff running the club were 
very friendly and we had a lot of fun. Everyone who went enjoyed the experience and would 
want to go again. I would recommend this club to any Year 7 that is interested in arguing and 
learning diplomatic crises and learning about the UN.  
- Angelo Cosgrove 
Doing the Model UN club was amazing. I hadn’t even heard of the UN until I went to this club. I 

also learnt about economics and how the UN debated. I believe this was one of the most fun 

clubs I ever went to. It taught you a lot of skills which would probably help you in a lot of jobs. 

Everyone in the club loved it and wanted to do it again. 

We also had to figure out how to solve crises around the world by creating meetings with 

opposing groups and making arguments. I would recommend this to any Year 7s and 8s that 

want to find out more about how to debate. 

- Connor Lee-Stewart 



The Aspie parent group have been meeting a couple of times a year so that parents with 
children on the Autistic spectrum have the opportunity to share their experiences.  The 
next meeting is to be held in school on Thursday 26th April, 1.30 - 2.30pm and you are 
very welcome to join us if your child attends this school.  We do encourage parents of 
children who are due to attend The Oakwood Academy in September. 
 
Refreshments are provided and where possible we invite a guest speaker; usually this is a 
professional from the Autism Team. Previously we have had discussions on Teenage girls 
on the spectrum, PDA and the Autistic adolescent.  
 

The PTFA have been working away in the background 
since the last event at Christmas.  We have held 
another PTFA quiz evening which was a huge success 
with more and more teams attending.  The next quiz 
night is Friday 8th June with a summer BBQ.  Tickets on 
sale after half term, visit our web page for more 
information: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/ptfa. 
 
On Tuesday 20th March we hosted a BlueSky fashion event at the school.  It was a great 
night with one year 6 parent saying, “We went along to the fashion show. Had a great 
time, met some staff, students and PTFA members and even bought a few bargains. My 
daughter feels more confident now she’s been to the school again too”. 
 
The PTFA are also hoping to raise money for a year 11 student, Annalea Bearder who will 
be representing England in the World Championship in Kick boxing.   Staff are being 
sponsored to run a Fun Colour run and guess the sweets in the jar are a number of ways 
that the PTFA are supporting Annalea.  We wish her every success. 
 
Most recently, the PTFA have supported a student who is completing his Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh award.  William Gadsby runs a robotics club in school for a year 7 group.  The 
PTFA funded a robot for him to use in the club. 
 
We are always looking for new members to join the PTFA, if you have a child at The 
Oakwood Academy and you are interested or need more information, contact Ms Stokes 
in school or visit the PTFA page at www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk. 

 

 



On Monday students spent the day with the 
Dreadlock Alien to promote poetry and the 
spoken word. He started off with a workshop for 
Year 10’s where they all wrote their own poems 
and performed them for each other.  The whole 
of Year 9 took part in an hour long workshop where they wrote their own poems and 
bravely some students took to the mic and performed their poems to the rest of the year.  
 
In the afternoon a group of Year 7’s and 8’s wrote three fantastic poems each. Everyone 
got to perform one of their poems to the rest of the group.  
 
It was a fun and interactive day with everyone leaving the workshops buzzing about 
poetry and the spoken word.  
 

Nicky worked with three separate groups of year 7’s 
telling them a story and then getting them involved in 
working on their storytelling skills. By the afternoon the 
story had worked its way  around school and students 
were telling others about the story.  
 
In the second session, Nicky worked with a group of Year 
8’s and 9’s on their story telling skills. The afternoon 

started with students using their bodies to create different everyday items like chairs, a 
toothbrush and a cereal bowl. The students split themselves into groups and Nicky told 
each group a different story. Each group then had time to practice telling the story using 
props, drama and storytelling skills. The groups then took it in turns to perform their story 
to the rest of the groups. The session ended with Nicky telling a story that made everyone 
jump at the surprise ending.  
 

Students were invited to come up with the most unusual words that they know. We had 
lots of unusual words submitted from both staff and students and the three most 
interesting below are displayed in the library. 
 

- a frivolous, flighty, or excessively talkative person. 
– fear of failure. 

- (of an intercellular space in a plant) formed by the splitting of the 
common wall of contiguous cells. 



On the 10th January, Mr Eddyshaw and Miss Fowkes attended the City Schools Cross Country 
Championships which was held at Wollaton Park.  We took 28 pupils to compete in the 
championships and achieved some fantastic results.  Placing’s below: (County Qualifiers 
highlighted). 
 
Year 7 Girls: Year 7 Boys: 
7th Place: Naomi Richardson  5th Place: Shane Richardson  
12th Place: Ruby Mitchell  13th Place: Harvey Sharpe-Boothby 
13th Place: Tia Topham (Reserve)  17th Place: Elliott Baker 
16th Place: Kady Bakayoko 28th Place: Stephen Waplington 
29th Place: Chanel Martin 42nd Place: Christian-Lee Bentley 
30th Place: Libby Matthews 
38th Place: Nicola Radosiewicz 
44th Place: Jessie-Leigh Jackson 
49th Place: Syke-Olivia  
 McFarlane-Lees 
50th Place: Miyah Kalia 
 
 

Year 8/9 Girls  Year 8/9 Boys 
31st Place: Keya Young 18th Place: Ben Byron 
41st Place: Bobbi Coyne  35th Place: Rhys Davey 
49th Place: Kelsey Sales 45th Place: Jordan Wright 
50th Place: Amyleigh Hawkridge 49th Place: Dylan Woodward 
 50th Place: Lewis England 
 61st Place: Rheice Gunn 

 77th Place: Hayden Martin 
 79th Place: Ben Byron 
Year 10/11 Boys 
1st Place: Harley Beech-McPhilbin  
 
 
 

Year 7 Girls - 1st place 
Year 7 Boys - 2nd place 
Year 8/9 Girls - 6th place 
Year 8/9 Boys - 7th place 
 

The year 7 Basketball Team competed in the city championships in March and the results are as 
follows: 
Thursday 8th March - Round 1 held at Bulwell  Thursday 15th March - Round 2 held at 
 Bulwell 



Bulwell (0) V Oakwood (12) Park Vale (0) V Oakwood (26) 
Nottingham Girls Academy (6) V Oakwood (10) Ellis Guilford (2) V Oakwood (4) 
 
We are really pleased that our year 8 boys basketball team are North Notts City Champions, 
pictured below. 
 
Here are the results from the Basketball final: 
 
NUSA (4) v Oakwood (4) 
Bluecoat Wollaton (4) v Nottingham Girls Academy (0) 
NUSA (0) v Nottingham Girls Academy (3) 
Bluecoat Wollaton (4) v Oakwood (4) 
Nottingham Girls Academy (4) v Oakwood (2) 
NUSA (0) v Bluecoat Wollaton (1) 
 
The girls played amazingly and came away with a Bronze medal. 
 

Members of our Silver group have now completed all their sections to achieve their Silver Duke 
of Edinburgh Award.  Ms Stokes has signed them off to be verified and confirmed by the schools 
Verifier, Mrs Wright.  We congratulate them for completing their Award especially while 
working hard studying for their GCSE exams.  Well done. 
 
The Bronze group have been working hard since October on their expedition training.  They 
have now completed their final route cards ready for their expeditions in April and May.   


