
 It has been a very eventful half term for Oakwood students, with 
plenty happening in all year groups. After Easter break we have an 
unusually short half term, made even shorter by two bank 
holidays, which will make it fly by I am sure. We have a lot to fit in 
with year 10 not only sitting exams currently but also finalising 
their work experience placements for later in the summer. This 
along with University visits and other Careers events in school are 
integral in setting the bar high and encouraging all students to 
aspire for the very best in their chosen future career. 

Year 8 students have been busy choosing their options and it was 
great to see so many parents at our recent options evening, with 
students rightly aiming to go to the very best University courses 
and career pathways. Mocks 2 have been keeping Year 11 busy 
and we welcome them into school during the Easter break for our 
annual Easter revision school on the first Monday and Tuesday of 
the holidays. As we approach these final few weeks of Year 11 it is 
important that students make the most of all the support that is 
offered to them both in and out of lessons. 

I would like to wish all parents and students a Happy Easter break. 

Mr Hardy 

Headteacher 
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On Wednesday 6th February, Miss Wiltshire 
and Mr Rice welcomed 20 students from Seely 
Primary School to give them a flavour of what 
MFL lessons are like in secondary school.  
Miss Wiltshire kicked off with a cultural 
lesson, talking about where Spanish is spoken 
and giving a taste of life in South America, 
finishing off with a quiz and testing the 
student’s abilities on numbers.  
Mr Rice then followed up with a lesson on the 
weather, talking about common items of 
weather, coupled with pronunciation drills 
and games such as slap the board and beat the teacher, which then led to students giving a mini 
weather report entirely in Spanish on the weather and temperatures in and around Spain. 
We would like to thank Seely Primary for sending their enthusiastic students for the day, and we 
hope that all students enjoyed their visit to the Modern Languages department. We enjoyed 
teaching the lessons and look forward to welcoming them back again in the near future! 
 

Mr. Rice & Miss Wiltshire 

 

Do you know your Dudelsackpfeifer from your 
klisterhjerne? 
On Friday 25th January at Lunchtime, Mr. Rice 
invited teams of four or five to join him for the 
annual MFL House event. Well, we did say four 
or five per house, however the turnout for the 
event was well beyond what was expected! 
Mr. Rice kicked things off with a Spelling Bee – 
but to keep things fair for all, he included words 
from other languages around Europe. It 
certainly amused the staff and students present 
with the range of vocabulary used! 
This was then followed by a quiz based on the 
different flags from across the European Union – yes, we may be due to leave, however, the 
importance of Europe to us will always remain real! – and a quiz based on the different countries 
around the Eurozone and their languages. 
I’d like to thank all students who took part and added to their pledges – it amazed me how many 
students I could pack into little B108! – and also the staff who helped me on the day. 
Congratulations go to Robus and Animus for demonstrating skill and knowledge on the day by 
finishing joint 1st. Well done to all! 
 

Mr. Rice 

 



On the 11th February, Year 8 students had the opportunity 
to visit the National Civil War centre in Newark. Newark 
was very important during the English Civil War, and the 
museum brought the experience to life with interactive 
displays and even a little bit of acting. 

Students had the chance to dress up in the armour of the 
Roundheads and Cavaliers and shoot a canon at the 
model town. The main exhibition told us great details 
about Newark in the Civil War, including lots of artefacts 
recovered from all over England. 

The students also worked with museum curators in two 
specialised sessions. We took on the role of Civil War 
soldiers, training in musketeering and pike drills, ending in 
a battle to test our training. We also acted out the trial of 
King Charles I, hearing from the witnesses and the judges, 
before carrying out his execution. 

 

On Wednesday 23rd January 2019, a group of 
excited year 10 students spent the day as 
university students at Peterhouse College, 
Cambridge University. This action packed day 
started with a discussion about the different 
courses on offer at a variety of Russell Group 
Universities and the job opportunities that 
they provide. This was followed by a tour of 
Peterhouse which consisted of visits to the 
library, speaking to students gaining feedback 
concerning social, accommodation, dining 
room and lecture theatre matters. Our 
students took part in two 30 minute lectures 
led by a professor in biology and a doctor of 
archaeology which gave them a realistic experience as to what studying at degree level would be 
like. The day ended with a Q & A session with five Cambridge University students which was 
focussed upon learning about managing cost whilst at university, making new friends and the 
differences in studying from GCSE/A level to degree.  
Our students really enjoyed this experience and were left hungry for more after getting a taste of 

what university life would be like. We are very hopeful that they will do themselves justice to 

their hard work studying for successful outcomes to enable this to happen!  

 



On the 28th February, a group of Year 7, 8 and 
9 students took an afternoon out at the 
Theatre Royal to watch Horrible Histories, live 
on stage! The Terrible Tudors show taught us 
all about the origins of the Tudor family, from 
the death of Richard III though to the 
coronation of James I. 

The first act taught us about the Battle of 
Bosworth, the myths surrounding King 
Richard III, and some Tudor punishments for 
crime. One lady was burned at the stake, for 
asking two people to kill her husband! The 
first half ended with a sing along all about the 
wives of Henry VIII, and dance moves to match. 

After a quick interval and a few sweets, the second act took off in 3D. We learned all about Tudor 
cures for illnesses such as gout, stomach ache and deafness (do not try them at home!) We were 
graced with the presence of Queen Elizabeth I, Philip II of Spain, and found out why the Spanish 
Armada failed so many times. The costumes and music made the show even more memorable. 

The students all left with smiles on their faces and the songs going around their brains. Their 
behaviour and attitudes were outstanding for the whole trip, representing our school with pride. 
 

 



We would like to give a big cordial Oakwood 
welcome to our new Librarian, Mrs Lee. To get to 
know her better, we decided to get a couple of our 
young roving reporters to ask her a few questions 
about herself. A big thank you to Cadence and 
Lewis for their assistance. 

 

What motivated you to want to work in a Library? 
I have always had a passion for literature and 
reading, and as a teacher myself, I jumped at the 
chance to be a Librarian in this school.  

During Week of Words, the Library staff asked you to vote for your favourite book. Although there wasn't 
a definite winner, we would like to share with you the popularity of the authors. More than 60 of you 
voted and here are the results: 
 

2 votes - JRR Tolkein - Lord of the RIngs Trilogy 
3 votes - Rick Riordan - The Kane Chronicles 
3 votes - Rachel Renee Russell - Dork Diaries 
3 votes - Dav Pilkey - Captain Underpants series 
3 votes - JK Rowling - Harry Potter Series 
4 votes - David Walliams - (Demon Dentist, Gangsta Granny, Worst children) 
5 votes - Jeff Kinney - Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series 
6 votes - Roald Dahl - (a selection of titles) 
 

Many thanks to all of you who took part, because this has been valuable in informing us of your favourite 
reads and what we can order in the future. 

 

What genre of books do you like most? 
Oh it has to be true crime, I love how fact can often be stranger than fiction. 
 

Who is your favourite author and why? 
Peter James is a favourite of mine and he covers many genres. I enjoy his style of writing - short 
chapters that end on cliff-hangers, making you want to read on. 
 

What do you think to the school so far? 
I have really enjoyed getting to know students and staff. I am still learning everyone's names, but 
am less likely to get lost! I love the Library and would like to see the resources benefitting 
everyone.  



Our key principles  and active encouragement of independent thinking, self reliance and social 
responsibility extend to all our students past, present and future.  Once an Oakwood student always an 
Oakwood student.  We are extremely proud of all past students and their achievements.  Our Alumni 
family has shown that they are resilient, proud, determined, respectful and reflective learners who 
have adapted to life and the world around them as formidable citizens. 
 
In this newsletter, we hear from our past students about what they are doing now. 
 



 

 

We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



On 6th March DT held the Egg Launch competition! 

One team from each House competed to design 
and make a parachute. The aim was to carry 
and protect a chocolate egg as it was dropped 
from the balcony in C Block. Marks were given 
for innovation, team work and protecting the 
egg. Certus came in third as their egg broke. 
Animus and Virtus came joint second with very 
similar successful designs. The winner was 
Robus with the most individual and well 
thought out design that managed to catch the 
air as it fell and protect the egg! Well done to 
all the teams who approached the problem 
with enthusiasm and have shown skills 
befitting future engineers.  

 

Congratulations to all staff and students who participated in the Red Nose Day Non Uniform 
event on the 15th March, we raised a total collection of £562.50, breakdown as per Houses is 
below: 
Animus - £117 

Certus - £154 
Robus - £140 
Virtus - £151.50 
 
Certus managed to clock in a massive 552 Red Points 
and will be have an extra Non Uniform Day on the last 
day of term April 5th.  Well done to all staff and 
students that took part in this and helped raise money 
for a worthy cause. 

 



48 Year 9 students took a trip to the NEC in 
Birmingham to visit this year's Big Bang Fair. 
 
Many experiences and events were on offer 
to engage young people in Engineering, 
Mathematics and Science. Students could 
participate in programming robots, viewing 
the future of Military Aircraft as well as 
visiting many projects on display from young 
people across the country.  
 
They even got to rivet aircraft fuselage 
together and take a look at an F1 racing car! 
Also live shows were on offer from National Geographic and students were made to think about 
solving the World's Health and Global issues. 
 
In all they came away with lots to think about and great memories. 

 

In March we had the annual Ambition 
Nottingham / Sutton Scholars visit to the 
University of Nottingham with our cohort of 
Year 8 pupils. The session focussed on 
careers and options, helping the pupils to 
make their GCSE choices carefully based on 
potential careers that interest them. They 
met a number of students at the 
university and interviewed them about their 
courses (mainly medicine students and a law 
student!) as well as investigated courses 
offered by universities and their entry 
requirements.  
 
Pupils then had a tour, followed by an engaging and challenging lecture from Dr Feinstein of the 
School of Mathematical Sciences where they looked at very large numbers and grappled with the 
Tower of Hanoi maths problem. Our pupils impressed me with the tenacity they showed to solve 
the problem. 
Overall it was a really good day leading straight into Year 8 parent evening with the pupils better 
informed about their option choices. 
 

 



Congratulations to Kasey in C1 who is actually the very 
first student in Year 10 to complete all of her Pledges 
which is absolutely outstanding. Students at The 
Oakwood Academy are encouraged to gain a breadth of 
experiences both in and out of Academy life. This 
includes accessing the wide range of extracurricular 
opportunities on offer and representing their House. In 
order to further develop this ethos and raise 
expectations around the importance of engagement 
from everyone, we launched an exciting initiative called 
‘Pledges’. The theme of our Pledges are displayed 
throughout the Academy and staff dedicate time to focus 
on helping students in identifying opportunities to 
achieve their Pledges and the importance of doing so. 
This helps reinforce our core belief in what makes and 
Oakwood learner a well rounded and mature individual. 

 

Oakwood staff and students raised £322.25 from our recent non-uniform day that will help 

replace equipment at Andy’s Adventure Playground in Bestwood Country Park.                             

Lewis and Cadence hand over a cheque to Mrs McDonald from the Friends of Bestwood Country 

Park, that will help raise the £22,000 needed to restore the Andy’s Adventure Playground. The 

Playground was set up as a memorial to Andy Maycock, a local boy that was unfortunately killed 

in a road accident in 2000, by his family who had two students, Leanne and Craig who came to 

our school. Mrs McDonald said she was very happy to receive the cheque and would like to thank 

all staff and students who helped contribute to such a worthy local cause. 



The year 9 Netball Team were ready to defend their title this year at the Central Venue 
League.  The girls had to successfully defeat four other schools in two rounds.  Luckily we had a 
full team and the weather was on our 
side. The first game was a close finish by 
Oakwood managed to score one more 
point, gaining us a good start to the 
competition.  However, the girls work 
hard and got the ball to Honey, and as 
Honey brought the ball up to align, the 
whistle was blown before she even had a 
shot at the goal.  This sadly meant we 
lost by one goal.  We return the second 
week to do what we do best; 
winning!  The girls were fantastic and 
proudly came away with silver medal 
position, we were one point away from 
gold - bring on next year!    

On a dry Monday afternoon, the netball courts were 
ready and the football pitches were marked out to 
host the KS4 House Competition.  As the participants 
filled the changing rooms the tension was building, 
which house was going to be crowned the win-
ner?  Over on the netball courts the games were close, 
the ladies were showing some excellent talent up and 
down the court.  the MUGA there was a close head to 
head game against Animus and Robus, it could have 
been anyone’s.  Below are the overall results to a very 
fun afternoon, thank you to all who attended.  
 

Here are the KS4 House Tournament Results: 

 

Netball 
4th Place: Certus 
3rd Place: Animus 
2nd Place: Robus 
1st Place: Virtus 

Football 
4th Place: Virtus  
3rd Place: Certus  
2nd Place: Aniums  
1st Place: Robus 

Week 1: 5/3/19 at NUSA 
Oakwood (5) V Hollygirt (4) 
Oakwood (5) V Bluecoat Wollaton (2) 
Oakwood (4) V NUSA (5) 

Week 2: 19/3/19 at NUSA 
Oakwood (6) V Nottingham Academy (1) 



Tuesday 23rd April .............................................. Year 10 Geography Coursework Visit 

Wednesday 24th April ........................................ Year 10 Geography Coursework Visit 

Thursday 25th April  ........................................... Year 5 STEM Transition Day 

Monday 29th April .............................................. Assertive Mentoring This Week 

 ........................................................................... Year 9 Injections 

Tuesday 30th April .............................................. Maths Challenge Years 7/8 

Wednesday 1st May ........................................... Year 7 Attenborough Nature Reserve Visit 

Thursday 2nd May  .............................................. Year 11 Final Spanish Exam 

 ........................................................................... Year 11 Commendation Evening 

Monday 6th May ................................................ May Day 

Friday 10th May .................................................. Year 10 Reports Issued 

Monday 13th May .............................................. GCSE Computer Science Exam (am) 

 ........................................................................... GCSE RE Exam (pm) 

 ........................................................................... Maths House Event 

Tuesday 14th May .............................................. GCSE Biology/Combined Science Exam (pm) 

Wednesday 15th May ........................................ GCSE English Literature Exam (pm)  

Thursday 16th May ............................................. GCSE Chemistry/Combined Science Exam (am) 

 ........................................................................... GCSE Computer Science Exam (pm) 

Friday 17th May .................................................. GCSE Drama Exam (pm) 

Monday 20th May .............................................. GCSE RE Exam (am) 

Tuesday 21st May............................................... GCSE Maths Exam (am) 

 ........................................................................... GCSE Geography Exam (pm) 

Wednesday 22nd May ........................................ GCSE Spanish Exam (am) 

 ........................................................................... GCSE Physics/Combined Science Exam (pm) 

Thursday 23rd May ............................................. GCSE English Literature Exam (am) 

Friday 24th May .................................................. GCSE Business Studies Exam (am) 

 ........................................................................... GCSE Design & Technology Exam (pm) 

 Monday 8th  April Tuesday 9th  April 

Session 1:  
9.15-10.30 

Art, English, History, Geography,  
Spanish, ICT, Computing, PE 

Business, Dance, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Science, Food, D&T 

10.30-10.40 Break Break 

Session 2:  
10.40-12.00 

Art, English, History, Geography, 
Spanish, ICT, Computing, PE 

Business, Dance, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Science, Food, D&T 

12.00-12.40 Lunch Lunch 

Session 3:  
12.40-2.00 

Art, English, History, Geography 
Spanish, ICT, Computing, PE 

Business, Dance, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, 
Science, Food, D&T 


