
 

 
 
 

Dear Parent, 
 
Information for Year 11 
 
First of all, I hope this letter finds you well during these difficult times. The current situation is feeling 
extremely strange, none more so than finding ourselves in an empty school which is normally 
bustling with hundreds of students and staff. 
 
Of course, the sudden closure of all schools in England has probably had the biggest impact on our 
Year 11 students given that this was meant to be their examination year and the climax of their time 
in secondary education. So, not only have they had the opportunity to prove themselves in their 
GCSEs snatched away, they also look set to miss out on all those traditional rites of passage which 
should mark the end of their time at Oakwood Academy: the Prom, the Leavers’ Assembly and 
Commendation Evening. 
 
In terms of their GCSE qualifications at least, the picture is now a little clearer and hopefully you will 
have already read the guidance on our website from Ofqual outlining how schools will be asked to 
provide “Assessed Grades” as the basis for determining each student’s results. Of course, if a 
student is unhappy with the grade they have been awarded in a particular subject they may choose 
at some stage in the future to “re-take” the qualification in order to improve it. 
 
The focus for Year 11 students should now be preparing for Post-16 study and whatever plans they 
have for September. So, although after Easter we will no longer be setting specific work for them on 
Show My Homework, it is still vital that they continue to study and research relevant areas of 
interest for whatever courses they will be following next year. To support them with this, we have 
put together the attached booklet of Extended Learning Opportunities which students should use to 
develop their knowledge and skills in the subjects they have chosen to focus on next year and 
prepare themselves for the next stage of their education.  The link below should direct you to a copy 
of this which is now on our website. 
 
http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/year-11-extended-learning-opportunities 
 
In terms of all the other activities and events which normally take place to mark the end of Year 11, 
we will do everything we can to try and make sure that the young people don’t completely miss out 
on all of these experiences. For example, at this stage, the Prom, which is not due to take place until 
June, still could in theory go ahead. However, if, as appears likely, we have to postpone it, we will 
then look to re-schedule it for a date later in the year. It would therefore also at least serve as a 
reunion event for everyone. Likewise, we will still look to hold a Presentation Evening for Year 11 
students at some stage whereby we recognise their academic achievements by giving out awards 
alongside their actual GCSE certificates. 



 

 

 
Finally, please keep in touch with us and if you have any questions or queries regarding your child’s 
future education, don’t hesitate to ring/email the school and someone will respond to you. 
 
All the best to you and your family in these difficult times. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
Mr M Hardy 
Headteacher 
 
 


