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Name   _________________________________________________________________  Class  _________  

This is the glossary of key terms and definitions for Chapter 3: Weather hazards.  

Key Term Definition 

Aerial photo 

an image taken from above ground-level looking down on a 

landscape, they can either be (1) Vertical – looking directly down to 

the ground or, (2) Oblique – looking sideways 

Aid 

Money, goods and services given by single governments or an 

organisation like the World Bank or IMF to help the quality of life and 

economy of another country 

Atmosphere 
a highly complex mass of gases, liquids and solids that envelopes 

the Earth 

Atmospheric circulation 
 

circular movement of air within Earth’s atmosphere 

 

Cells 
section of Earth’s atmosphere where air moves in circular motions, 

together these form the overall circulation of Earth’s atmosphere 

Climate the average weather over a long period of time 

Climate change 
a long-term change in the earth's climate, especially a change due to 

an increase in the average atmospheric temperature 

Coriolis effect the spinning effect caused by the rotation of the Earth 

Cyclone the term given to a tropical storm in south-east Asia and Australia 

Cyclone shelter 

accommodation for people who have been evacuated from areas 

threatened by cyclones (tropical storms), often built from strong 

concrete and on stilts to prevent flooding 

Depressions areas of low atmospheric pressure 
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Dredging 
the removal of silt deposited on the river bed to increase river 

capacity 

Drought a long, continuous period of dry weather 

Equator 
an imaginary line that divides Earth’s surface into a northern and 

southern hemisphere 

Evacuation movement of people away from danger to a place of safety 

Extreme weather 
when a weather event is significantly different from the average or 

usual weather pattern, and is especially severe or unseasonal 

Eye (of the storm) 
a small area at the centre of a storm where relatively cold air 

descends rapidly 

Eye wall 
the outer edge of the eye of a storm where the most intense weather 

conditions occur 

Flood risk the predicted likelihood and frequency of floods in an area 

Flood 

where river discharge exceeds river channel capacity and water 

spills 

onto the floodplain 

Global warming the increase of global temperatures  

Grid reference 

a map reference that indicates a location using numbered vertical 

and horizontal lines that run up and down, and increase in value 

from bottom to top of the map 

Heatwave an extreme weather event of very high temperatures 

Hurricane the term given to a tropical storm in the USA and Caribbean 
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Immediate response 
reaction of people as the disaster happens and in the immediate 

aftermath 

Jet stream 

a narrow ribbon of air in Earth’s atmosphere that encircles the globe, 

which create that cause weather systems to cross over the UK 

mainly from west to east 

Latitude lines that run parallel to Earth’s Equator, measured in degrees 

Long-term response 
later reactions that occur in the weeks, months and years after the 

event 

Monitoring 
recording physical changes, i.e. tracking a tropical storm by satellite, 

to help forecast when and where a natural hazard might strike; 

Planning 
actions taken to enable communities to respond to, and recover 

from, natural disasters 

Hazard prediction 
using historical evidence and monitoring, scientists can make 

predictions about when and where a hazard may happen 

Pressure belts 
zones of either high or low pressure that encircle the Earth between 

circulation cells 

Primary effects 
initial impact of a natural event on people and property, caused 

directly by it, i.e. the buildings collapsing following an earthquake 

Protection 
actions taken before a hazard strikes to reduce its impact, such as 

educating people or improving building design 

Saffir-Simpson Scale 
scale used to measure the strength of hurricanes based on wind 

speed 

Secondary effects 

after-effects that occur as indirect impacts of a natural event, 

sometimes on a longer timescale, i.e. fires due to ruptured gas 

mains, resulting from the ground shaking 

Storm surge 
a wall of water often 3-5 metres high, driven onshore by a tropical 

storm. The most destructive hazard associated with tropical storms 
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Trade winds easterly winds that blow towards the Equator  

Tropical storm  

(hurricane, cyclone, typhoon) 

an area of low pressure with winds moving in a spiral around a calm 

central point called the eye of the storm – winds are powerful and 

rainfall is heavy 

Tropics 
regions either side of the Equator where the Sun moves directly 

overhead from its farthest point in the North and the South 

Weather 
the day to day conditions of the atmosphere, for example, 

temperature, winds and rainfall 

Weather warning 
advance information that helps people prepare for potential threats 

and hazards 

Weather hazard 
extreme weather events that pose a threat to humans and/or 

property 

 

 

 

Keep this glossary for revision time! 

Using geographical terminology in your exam will 

help you to improve your grade. 
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