
 As you can see from this edition of The Oakwood Academy 
newsletter, there has been a lot happening in the summer 
term, across all areas of the school. Particular mention must 
go to the Year 10 World Challenge Expedition students, Sports 
students at the Trust games and Beth, Skylar and Demi-Leigh 
who took part in the inaugural ‘Trusts Got Talent’ event. They 
all have taken the opportunities available to them and 
represented the academy with distinction on a County or 
National stage. Many other events have taken place, as you 
will see in the articles within, and we continue to be 
exceptionally proud of the outstanding effort students put in 
to both lessons and extra-curricular activities. 

It is that time of the year that we have said goodbye to our 
year 11 students. They deserve great credit for the effort and 
application they showed during the summer exams and we 
wish them well in receiving their results in August. They 
definitely enjoyed their prom at Goosedale where they were 
able to say their final goodbyes to both students and staff in 
style. 

We have conversely also welcomed recently our new year 6 
students to the Academy, during a hugely successful 
transition day and evening. We are proud to announce that 
for the third year running we are heavily over-subscribed as a 
school. We have already conducted school tours for 
interested year 5 students and this will continue into the 
Autumn term 2019 with Year 6 Coffee mornings / Tours and 
our annual Year 6 Open Evening on Thursday 26th September. 

All that is left is for me to thank students, staff and parents for 
all your efforts this academic year and to wish you all a 
relaxing summer break. 

Mr Hardy 

Headteacher 
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Our group of upper band Year 7 pupils took 

part in their first ‘skills day’ this term where 

they used creativity and collaboration to 

design a country of their own. At the end of 

the day we took to the hall and the students 

presented their countries back confidently in 

presentations. There were many excellent 

examples of well thought out countries from 

crumbling soviet-style dystopias to high-

functioning tropical utopias. Students 

developed their creativity, team building and 

presentation skills in an enthusiastic manner.  

 

The Oakwood Academy was 

proud to host the Dreadlock 

Alien Poetry Workshop with 

guests from other schools 

within the Trust. This 

annual event looks to 

celebrate the students in 

Year 7 who have made the 

most progress in their 

reading during the year. In 

total, 93 students from 10 

Trust schools took part.  

They worked both in their school groups and collaboratively with other school students and 

worked towards a Poetry Slam in the afternoon. Here are some of the views of our students: 

‘I thought it was really good and I felt it was a great way to get all the schools together to 

celebrate literacy in a fun and exciting way.’ Alice C6 

‘I think it was a great way to learn poetry and to meet and work with other students from 

different schools as you get to appreciate and understand other peoples views.’ Amy A7 

‘It was a great experience and had lots of interesting features. I wish we could hold more events 

like this in the future as it was a great way to learn about poetry and meet other students from 

other schools to understand more about their life experiences’ Zion A5 

‘I think it was really good as it managed to combine it in a fun and educational manner and the 

added bonus of it being a competition made students want to be the best team. I really enjoyed it 

and would love it if we held more events like this with others schools.’ Seth C8 

 



For ten days during the Easter Holidays a 
team of Year 10 students travelled to 
Morocco as part of the World Challenge 
Expedition Team:- We accomplished and 
overcame many challenges along the way as 
we trekked through mountains in the Berber 
region in very hot conditions and laid over 
8000 bricks in Ouarzazate in just 3 days. We 
arrived in Morocco and settled in Marrakesh, 
where we hustled and haggled our way 
through the markets and bought traditional 
food and drinks. We then travelled to 
Ouarzazate where we stayed at Avon 
Academy with our host Baali. Our aim there was to make a new courtyard/playground for the 
children at a local school. 

The next stop was the Amizmiz Mountains where we did a total of 14 hours trekking over the 
course of two days, spending our evenings soaking up the culture and tradition drinking mint tea 
and eating tagines whilst staying in several gites. 

Text by Jamie-Dylan, Sophie, Leah, Deja, Tenzin and Hayden 

 

The Oakwood Academy was exceptionally 
proud to have had two very special 
performers participate in the Redhill Trust’s 
Got Talent competition on Thursday 27th 
June. Despite not wining any prizes, both 
performers were outstanding and reiterated 
our belief in promoting talent, skill and 
determination. We were privileged to have 
had Beth (R6) and Skylar (R6) and Demi-Leigh 
(R7) performing. Outstanding effort, girls! 

 



It’s a bitter sweet time of the year when we finally say 

goodbye to all our Year 11’s.  We’ve seen you when 

you first came to us on Transition days  and seen you 

progress to your GCSE’s and  it’s been one heck of a 

journey.  

We will miss you, Year 11! We hope that you all stay in 

touch and wish you the very best of luck for the 

future.  



Once again The Oakwood Academy was proud to celebrate the 
end of Year 11 with our annual Prom, held at Goosedale, 
Nottinghamshire. Staff and students enjoyed the glorious 
sunshine and relaxed in the wonderful ambience of the stunning 
venue. The fun-filled evening included plenty of dancing,  photos, 
leaving gifts and awards.  The wonderful weather and 
atmosphere added to the excitement of the occasion and a great 
time was had by all.  Thank you to all the staff who joined the 
Year 11s at the event and in particular to those who worked 
incredibly hard to make the evening such a great success.  



As Year 10 begin to think about pathways for Post 16 we invited back members of our Alumni to 
share their experiences since leaving the academy. The aim of the workshop was to inspire our 
students about future careers, helping them identify their own strengths and build aspirations for 
the future. This involved different activities which worked on building skills such as communicating 
effectively and appropriately, decision-making, building motivation and problem-solving. 

Matthew and Curtis inspired our current students, who rarely get the opportunity to hear from 
relatable role models, particularly ones who once sat where they are now sitting! They shared their 
reflections on how they felt about the future when they were still at school and the different 
pathways they took to get to their current role. 

Our Year 10 students were very grateful to Matthew and Curtis for their time and left the session 

with a clearer idea of their future aspirations. 



 

 

We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



There was a real buzz of excitement at The Oakwood 
Academy on Monday 8th July as we were privileged 
enough to have had a special guest, Gogglebox’s very 
own Baasit Siddiqui who presented a ‘Let’s Pitch It’ 
workshop to some of our students. The aim of the 
project was to encourage and inspire students to 
design and pitch a new TV show. This allowed 
students to develop and improve their skills in 
communication, team work and creativity as well as 
improving in confidence and self-esteem. 

 

The students were enthused with a sense of inspiration, confidence and team work in their 

exercises, here are some comments from a few of our students:  

 

‘I really enjoyed it, working as a team to come up with an idea for a TV show, it allowed me to 

develop my creative and communication skills. It was both fun and educational’ Kortis A7 
 

‘It was fun and motivating as it helped me to become creative and to work in a team’ Harvey V9 

 

‘I thought it was great to do something that’s very different to our normal lessons, I developed 

my creative, communication and confidence through working on this project’ Isabelle C2 

The Oakwood Academy was proud to have had the 
opportunity to display some outstanding examples 
of students work locally around Bestwood.  
Special thanks to the following students;  
 
Anna, Jodie, Colette, Joanna, Courtney, Keona, Cole, 

Megan, Holly, Millie, Olivia, Shannon, Zarach, 

Grace, Morgan and Amanda. 



The Oakwood Academy was proud to have 
held our annual Year 6 Common Transfer Day 
on Wednesday 3rd  of July. Students from a 
number of feeder schools were invited to 
come and see their new school, meet staff and 
take part in a variety of fun, team building 
exercises.  
 

In the evening, along with their parents, they 
met their new Tutors and were informed 
about the expectations we have for all 
students at The Oakwood Academy and we 
look forward to meeting them again in 
September. 

 

It was an absolute pleasure to host the Year 5 
Primary Olympics at The Oakwood Academy on 
Tuesday 9th July.  Students from three primary 
schools came to compete in a series of field and 
track events, both the competitors and the GCSE 
sports leaders were fantastic. Already looking 
forward to next year.  
The final scores were as follows: 
 Southglade Primary: Gold 
 Carrington Primary: Silver 
 Warren Primary: Bronze  

 

Here’s what one of the Year 6 students said 
about their visit to their new school:  
 

‘It’s really great here, everyone’s friendly and 
there are some amazing activities going on, I 
am really looking forward to starting here in 
September!’ 

Here’s what some of the Year 5 students said about the Olympics Day:  

 

‘It was really fun and we got to do lots of games and activities that we normally don’t get to do’ 
‘I like the javelin which was lots of fun and I like how we showed a lot of teamwork today.’ 
‘I like the obstacles which were very challenging and that we all worked as a team’ 
 

We would like to congratulate all staff and students who took part in these activities and who 
helped make the day such an amazing event for all schools present. Well done! 



We would like to give a big cordial Oakwood 
welcome to our new Head of PE, Mr Rawson. To get 
to know him better, we decided to get a couple of 
our young roving reporters to ask him a few 
questions about himself. A big thank you to Kady 
and Ellis for their assistance. 
 

What motivated you to become a PE teacher? 

I have always had a passion for sport. The biggest 
influence on my decision to teach PE came from my 
PE teacher at school.  

What changes would you like to make to the way PE is taught at The Oakwood Academy? 
I want to ensure we have a curriculum which is engaging, challenging and exciting for all 
students who participate in PE and Sport. I would like to introduce more extra-curricular 
activities at Oakwood and drive success in competitive events.  
 

Who is your favourite Sports Person? -  

I don't really have a favourite sports person, however if I was going to say someone who has 
influenced lots of people to participate in sport I would say David Beckham. He had an amazing 
career and was always driven and passionate to achieve the best. I would also have to say Billy 
Sharp as he played a big part in getting Sheffield United promoted this season!! 
 

What do you think to the school so far? 
I have really enjoyed getting to know students and staff.  The staff team are driven to ensure 
students all achieve positive results. Students have been engaged and seem very keen to learn 
and be successful in sport!  

 

Rowing = 5th place 
Tug of War (Boys ) = 4th place 
Tug of War (Girls) = 1st place 
Rounders = 6th place 
Quad Athletics  = 2nd place 
 
Congratulations to all students who took part, we are all 
incredibly proud of your performance and attitude. Well done! 
 
The athletes were excellent from start to finish with some great 
results from the Girls Tug of War Team winning 1st place and the 
Quad Athletics Team finishing in 2nd place.   
Well done to all who competed.  

He was a great teacher and has driven me to positively impact as many students as possible.  

On the 4th of July, The Oakwood Academy were proud to have taken part in the Summer Trust 
Games held at Tupton Hall Academy, despite not winning first place, all students performed and 
behaved impeccably and to a very high standard. Here are the results: 



It was an absolutely glorious day with the sun 
beating down on us and allowing us to finish off 
the year with a celebratory Sports Day.  

 

The students showed great determination in the 
heat to perform to the best of their ability. 
The winners for each House were: 
 

 First Place = Robus 
 
 

 Second Place = Virtus 
 
 

 Third Place = Animus 

 
 

 Fourth Place = Certus 



 


