
 I hope this newsletter finds you and your families safe and well and coping with 
the current arrangements in place at this time. I would like to sincerely thank 
you all, on behalf of all of our staff, for the support you have given the school 
during this period. At this difficult time, it’s important to remember the 
wonderful contributions to the life of our school made by our students and staff 
as we look forward to a time when we can be together again as a whole school 
community. This newsletter highlights some of the activities from last half-
term, with a particular focus on ‘The Brilliant Club’ and a farewell to our Year 
11’s. We also had a wonderful week of activities to fundraise for Sport Relief. 

Very well done to all who contributed to a great week of fundraising for a very 
deserving cause. Other activities you can read about on the pages within 
include outstanding examples of the work that is being completed during the 
lockdown as well as a glimpse into what the staff have been up to when they 
are not setting work for their lessons! I’m very pleased to report the excellent 
engagement we’ve had from our students in all year groups with regard to 
work being set online during our closure, including year 11 who have been 
particularly affected by the suddenness of the closure and cancellation of 
summer exams. Students were outstanding in the maturity they demonstrated 
through their response to the government announcements and it was 
wonderful to be able to take some time to reflect on their experiences and 
successes at Oakwood Academy with these students on our last day before the 
closure. We will endeavour to hold the Prom in the Autumn term in accordance 
with government guidelines. May I finish by again thanking you all sincerely for 
your support at this time, please be assured that as a school we will continue to 
provide the best support and education we can for all of our students during 
this period, and we look forward to the time when we can once again be 
together as a whole-school community. With very best wishes to you and your 
families. 

Mr M Hardy 

Headteacher 
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Year 10 Work 
Experience cancelled: 
Unfortunately, due to 
present circumstances we 
have had to cancel the 
Year 10 work experience 
week in July. We are 
organizing a variety of post
-16 events to help support 
and guide our Year 10 
students over the next 
year.  
 
They will receive high 
quality careers guidance to 
encourage them to be 
aspirational when making 
decisions about where to 
study after they finish their 
GCSEs, and on future 
careers decisions.  
 

Careers Magazine 
Dear Year 11’s, please find attached a link to Decisionz Magazine, a local 
careers and advice magazine. The summer issue contains useful articles 
including information on exam cancellations, a guide to higher education, 
filling in a job application and much more. 
http://magazine.decisionz.co.uk/books/zrli 

https://decisionz.us19.list-manage.com/track/click?u=c968541b174e0b33944af61d5&id=a2366d4cf1&e=eb667b8074


Fantastic news for the Academy once again as we are oversubscribed for Year 7 next year. The 
volume of applications received this year is testament to the whole Oakwood community and 
really does cement our position as the school of choice within the local area.  

 

Further updates will be shared with Year 6 parents and students when we have them about how 

we will support transition for our newcomers into Oakwood. We are committed to excellent 

transition and whilst things will undoubtedly be different to other years, we will guarantee that 

you all feel ready for the fresh challenge in September! 

Earlier in the year I wrote about our visit to Cambridge University to the launch of the Spring 
2020 Brilliant Club, a project run to help students begin to develop the skills necessary to be 
successful at University.  Since that time, 11 students have worked closely with Kinkini 
Chatterjee on a weekly basis, extending their knowledge of neo-liberalism, space and co-working 
spaces.  I cannot stress enough the complexity of the theories and concepts that the students 
involved worked with.  They had many ups and downs when completing the project, but 
impressed both myself and Kinkini with their resilience and determination to complete their 
final assignment, a 2000 word essay about what they had been studying.  Their final assignment 
was pitched one level above their current key stage i.e. it was an A-Level equivalent topic.   

 

They recently submitted their essays, and I am absolutely delighted to be able to celebrate their 
success.  Their work was judged against a rigorous set of criteria and was then given a degree-
style grade ranging from working towards a pass, through a 3rd, a 2:2, a 2:1 and, the ultimate of 
University grades, a 1st.   
 

It is with great pride that I can say a massive well done to these students who achieved the 
following grades:  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 Courtney – 2:1 
 Angelo – 2:1 
 Caleb – 2:1 
 Lilli-Anna – 2:1 
 Tyler – 2:2 
 Cadence – 2:1 
 Indiyana – 2:1 
 Toni – 2:2 
 Courtney-Leigh – 2:1 
 Macie – 2:1  

A huge congratulations must go to Ieva who was awarded a 1st for her final essay.   
 

Everyone who took part should be very proud of their success – I know we are! 
Mr Hillyard 



During this difficult time, we have been overwhelmed by, and 
proud of, the amount of excellent work that has been 
completed by our students. There has been a real drive and 
determination to complete work to an exceptional standard 
and we want to thank both the students for their dedication 
and parents for their support.  

 

We wanted to celebrate and share with you some of these 
incredible and outstanding pieces of work including amazingly 
creative pieces of art and drama work, fantastic written pieces 
and superbly detailed research.  

Here are some examples of Home Learning projects that are of an exception high standard.  

 
 

Below is just a handful of examples but we are showcasing many more on our website  

(http://www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/celebrating-home-learning) and we will be regularly 
updating these incredible achievements. Well done Oakwood students and keep up the hard 
work!  

Every student that has their 
work shown will receive a 
certificate of achievement 
through the post. 

Art 
Payton in Year 7 

English                                  

Kyle Year 7 
Science                              

Abigail Year 10 

History                             

Aakileyah Year 8 

Geography                             

Tyler Year 7 

Drama                             

Areebah Year 7 

MFL                                            

Phoebie Year 7 



 It’s a bitter sweet time of the year when we 

finally say goodbye to our Year 11’s. From 

the early visits to us on transition days we’ve 

seen you progress through the five years of 

school and it’s been one heck of a journey.  

All the staff at The Oakwood Academy wish 

you the very best of luck for the future, we 

will miss you, Year 11! We hope that you all 

stay in touch and wish you the very best of 

luck for the future. 

Sadly, this year, we were unable to follow the usual 
programme of celebration on the final day of school due 
to the lockdown measures however we are excited to 
announce an exciting update for all Year 11s regarding 
the Prom for the class of 2020. We've managed to move 
the date to Friday 11th September at Goosedale. Although 
we understand this is a little while to wait, we're hopeful 
that the restrictions will be lifted by this point to enable 
you to get the send-off that you deserve and that every 
other student who finishes school receives.  

 

If you have not yet paid the £35 to secure your place, 
please do so via ParentPay by Friday 22nd May and join 
the 76 of you who have already made payment. The 
annual Prom, is always well attended by staff and 
students relaxing in the wonderful ambience of the 
stunning venue. The fun-filled evening includes plenty of 
dancing, photos, leaving gifts and awards.  

Let’s make this the biggest and best prom that Oakwood has had to celebrate the end of your  

schooling together! 



Ms Sanderson     

Animus House 

It has been an honour to 

be your Head of House 

for the past year. We 

have watched you grow 

in to fantastic, 

thoughtful, mature 

young men and women. 

When it is safe to do so, 

we will celebrate all of 

that together. Best of 

luck for the future, you 

were great! 

Ms Blackwell       

Certus House 

It has been a strange 

end to the year.  I am so 

proud of everything you 

have achieved for Certus 

and for the school and 

you have all been an 

absolute pleasure to 

work with. I would like 

to wish you all the very 

best of luck with 

whatever you decide to 

do in the future.  

Mr Lowry –            

Robus House 

It was a tough end for 

you all. I was very 

proud of the resilience 

you all showed and I 

am proud to have 

been your Head of 

House.  

Best wishes and good 

luck to you all.  

Mr Wood             

Virtus House 

Ey'up Virtus! As a 

House, myself and the 

team of tutors are so 

disappointed that we 

couldn't all be together 

to give you the proper 

send off you all deserve. 

It's been an absolute 

pleasure to have known 

you all and we wish you 

all the best for the 

future. Stay safe.  



Whilst we all comply with the Government lock down, we thought that we'd check in with some of 
the school staff to see what they've been doing to keep themselves busy during these very strange 
times, in addition to providing online learning for their students. Mrs Cumberpatch has been 
developing her skills as a DJ of Northern Soul music. With swimming pools closed, Mr Wood 
thought he would bring the pool to his garden! 
 

 

Mrs Perry has been 
helping make 
medical gowns 

Mrs Dawkins has been 
keeping fit with Joe 
Wicks workouts 

Mr Reynolds has taken up 
learning how to use a bodhrán 
which is an Irish drum 

Miss Duke has taken 
some time in the garden 
and develop her 
photography skills 

Mr Lowry has been 
developing his DIY and 
gardening skills 

Ms Sanderson has been 
spending the time doing 
DIY around the house and 
spending quality time with 
her cat 

Miss Byrne has 
been baking with 
her children 

Mr Hardy has been enjoying 
a jigsaw puzzle, although his 
puppy may have eaten 
some of the pieces which 
might make it hard  

Mrs Wright has 
been keeping fit 
and jogging 





To show our appreciation and solidarity with the NHS and other key workers, we asked students to 
design a banner which thanks and shows support for their dedication and hard work during this 
pandemic. Working with a prestigious design company, FSE Design, students managed to create 
some truly outstanding examples of creativity that truly reflects their skills and abilities and shows 
their admiration and support of key workers. Here are some examples of their amazing work: 
 

Wilson C5 Wilson C5 Ellis V3 Alice C6 

Isis C7 





Hi Everyone,  
I hope you are all well!! 
Although the academic year and sporting calendar has not been as expected, Oakwood students 

have competed in lots of sporting activities and events since we started way back in September. 

Sporting fixtures, trips and training sessions have seen lots of students engaging with the PE 

enrichment programme and having fun! 

A group of determined and charitable students also took part in a Sport Relief challenge at the 
beginning of March. The students worked tirelessly over the course of a week to run, walk, cycle or 
row the distance between Nottingham and Barcelona. The group included students across all year 
groups who attended the gym during breaks, lunchtime and afterschool sessions. The students 
successfully completed the distance and raised over £200 for Sport Relief. A huge well done to all 
that participated in the event and a massive THANK YOU to those who donated!!  

 

Across the Academy students have been performing daily workouts, fitness tasks and challenges as 
part of Stay at Home PE. I would like to say a personal thank you to parents for supporting students 
to stay fit and active during lockdown. 
Stay safe everyone,  
Mr Rawson  


