
 It was a great pleasure to welcome students back after what was a 

hugely successful Autumn term. Attendance at the Academy is once 

again above the national average and Year 11 are hard at work 

towards their second mock examinations. They are currently on track 

to record the highest progress scores the school has ever attained and 

we encourage them to make full use of the period 6 enhancement 

sessions available in all subjects throughout the week. 

We continue to also be a popular choice for students in the local area. 

Early projections would suggest we are well on our way to being 

over-subscribed for the third year running, but would urge any Year 6 

parent not getting their first choice come March 1st offers day to 

contact the Academy directly, to enquire as to whether we can 

accommodate your child. We will always work hard to find a place 

for all catchment students wishing to attend the Academy. 

I n  t h i s  e d i t i o n :  
 
Meet your new Head 
of Certus House 
 

Oakwood’s Got 
Talent Review 
 

Alumni News 
 

Harry Potter Trip 
 

Sporting News 
 

The Oakwood 
Academy Calendar 

A big thank you must go out to all staff, students and parents that helped us send a huge 

donation of over 1000 items to the Bestwood and Bulwell foodbank. Over the Christmas 

period a lot of activities took place, including our Christmas event and ‘Oakwood’s Got 

Talent’, both in front of packed crowds of over 300 people. However the Food Bank Charity 

event was arguably the students greatest achievement, with Dr Inglis, Head of House and 

student leaders instrumental in giving a little back to those in need in the local community. 

With another busy term ahead of us, we look forward to an even more successful 2019! 

 

Mike Hardy 

Headteacher 



We would like to give a big cordial Oakwood 
welcome to our new Head of Certus House, 
Mrs Blackwell. To get to know her better, we 
decided to  get a couple of our young roving 
reporters to ask her a few questions about 
herself. A big thankyou to Millie and Isobel 
who are both in Certus House for their 
assistance. 
 

How long have you been teaching for?  
This is my 15th year of teaching. 
 

What was the previous school you taught at? 
That was the Minster School in Southwell, I 
was there for 5 years. 
 

Do you have any children of your own? I have one daughter, she is 8 years old. 
 

What is your life motto? Never give up—have resilience. The ability to keep calm and carry on is 
something I’ve always aspired to and what I want all students, especially in Certus, to do. 
 

What are your  ambitions for Certus House? For all Certus students to be the best they can be 
and would be nice to win lots of competitions! I’m very competitive so want our House to be tops! 
 

What subjects do you specialise in? Business and IT. I have an affinity with the world of 
business and industry so it stood to reason that should be the subject area I taught in. 
 

What’s your favourite holiday destination? I love Majorca, we’ve been quite a few times. It’s 
such a warm, friendly place and my daughter loves it. 
 

What was your best ‘spur of the moment’ thing you’ve ever done? Go into teaching, I hadn’t 
planned on becoming a teacher yet here I am! 
 

What do you enjoy doing when you’re not teaching? Going out for meals, walking my dog, (I 
love taking him out into the park and countryside, getting some fresh air and exercise, it’s a great 
way to relax and cope with things) watching TV and I enjoy the cinema. I have to admit that I love 
my soaps, Coronation Street the most and some of the reality shows, I know it’s a guilty pleasure 
of mine but I do love the ‘Celebrity’ type shows, they’re hilarious! 
 

If you were a chocolate bar, which one would you be and why? Crunchie, they are just my 
favourite chocolate bars and they remind me of Fridays! 
 

If you could only listen to one song for the rest of your life, what would it be and why? 
I don’t think I could do that, that would drive me mad! I love all sorts of music but I love Take That 
and have seen them every time they have been on tour. I have still yet to meet them but I keep 
trying!!  
 

If you hadn’t become a teacher, what profession would you have gone into and why? 
I always wanted to join the Police force but I couldn’t do it as my eyesight didn’t meet the 
requirements. 
 

What is your all time favourite movie and why? Dirty Dancing, just love the story and the songs 
from this film, it’s a real 80’s classic and it’s just such a great feel good film, I’ve watched it dozens 
of times and it’s still as good as the first time I saw it. 
 

 



Call me biased, but I'm beginning to think this is one of 'the' highlights of the academic year. 
More than 20 students battling it out through the audition stages, to grab one of the 10 places 
in the grand final of Oakwood's Got Talent. Sure, we could end the Autumn Term on a high by 
giving Mr Watkins a microphone and letting him entertain the whole of KS3 for an hour, as he 
murders many of his favourite 90’s classics, but let's go out on a real bang with deciding who 
really has got talent!  
 
So the stage was set for an electric morning of high quality acts from singers, pianist, cornet 
playing, gymnastics, dancers, all of whom had the guts to take to the stage in front of an 
audience of nearly 500 students and staff. Performers included Isabelle, Skye, Tamzin and 
Amani, Josh, Chloe, Sophie and Sharnay, Kady, Francia and Amyleigh, Lewis, Preciouspreet,  
Goodnews, Ruby Leigh,  Amy, Ellie, Damilola, Olivia, Rhianna. The overall winner on the day, 
with her rendition of Glee's 'Unpretty' was Bethany (R6), who also currently holds the title of 
Bestwood's Got Talent. Well done Bethany, and if you are looking for a manager, I'm your 
man...Mr Wood! 

Special thanks to Karla (C10) and Lilli-Anna (C8) for interviewing Bethany (R6). 

Hi Bethany, well done for winning Oakwood’s Got Talent, can you 
please tell us who was your inspiration for you to take part in OGT? 
Thankyou, it was my Mum and Dad really, I suffer with anxiety and 
me and my Mum sing together in the car as it helps me, also my 
Grandad was a big inspiration to me. 
 

How did you feel about everyone watching you on the stage? 
Well it felt really nerve racking at first but once I started singing and 
everyone was getting into the song, I felt less nervous. 
 

What did you enjoy most about OGT? 
When we were practicing together, the other contestants were really 
positive and supportive of each other. We all had different skills and 
styles but it was great working with them, it was like a little family.  

How did you feel when they announced you as the winner of OGT? 
At first I was absolutely overwhelmed, shocked and totally surprised but I won Bestwood’s Got 
Talent earlier in the year so it was a familiar experience. I would definitely enter it again next 
year and encourage anyone to do, you have nothing to lose so why not try, you never know you 
may have a hidden talent that no one else knows about so got for it! 



As we approach the critical exam period for Year 11 students it is also important to remember to 
support the students with their plans for post-16 study next academic year. It is pleasing to report 
that the vast majority of Year 11 students have been seeking advice and guidance from careers staff 
and teachers at school, in addition to the support that they receive in making these decisions from 
you at home.  

We spoke to students in our Alumni who are currently studying at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form 
about their Post 16 experiences and future aspirations. 

 
Olivia King – Graduated in 2017 
Year 13 student at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form 
 
I chose to go to Redhill Academy Sixth Form because of how close it 
was to Oakwood. I also factored in the reputation they have for 
their high standards of teaching and its amazing Ofsted report. As 
soon as I had visited the Sixth Form Centre, as a Year 11 on open 
day, I knew that I would be happy there. 

I decided that I wanted to pursue my love of English at A-level so I 
made the choice to study both English Literature and English 
Language. However, I still needed a third subject which was either 
going to be Sociology or Politics. Sociology was proving very 
popular with the other students so I took a risk and went with 
Politics despite the fact that I did not know anything about our 
political system! I made the right choice because I have a new 
found love in debating and learning about how our great Country is 
run. 

A-levels are a more complex, in-depth study of the subject. You look into things with a critical eye and 
learn things in a far greater depth than before. You only do three subjects in comparison to the ten at 
GCSE, but it is a lot of work. The 5 lessons you have per subject is not enough time during the week so it 
also requires you to study independently outside of the classroom. This is easy enough when you are 
committed to your education and find learning immensely rewarding. 

You also get to choose from a number of enrichment activities which can 
vary from cooking to helping teachers by providing another set of hands 
during a lesson with younger students. 

University has always been a dream of mine, enhancing my education and 
becoming an expert in my field. I have applied to five universities to study 
English and my long term plan is to become a teacher. 

My advice to 11’s making their post 16 choices is to choose subjects that 
you enjoy and are good at. Think of your future and what would you like to 
do as a career as A-levels are the perfect building blocks to achieve this. 

 

 



Jack Page—Graduated in 2018  
Year 12 student at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form 
 
I decided to enrol at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form as not only is it 
close to where I live and is very convenient, but the academy has 
consistently outstanding performance, with most students passing 
with the highest grades and moving on to prestigious universities – It 
was my first choice for this very reason – the atmosphere of the 
academy and the high standards they strive for appealed to me from 
the beginning. 
 
I was certain of the career path I wanted before applying. I chose to take History (a subject I have 
and always will have, a keen interest in), Maths and Physics. Whilst Maths was not a subject I found 
to be ‘easy’ at GCSE, my aspiration to become a Weapons and Systems Engineer Officer in the Royal 
Navy, and my appetite for a challenge inspired me to pick it over other subjects. Not only this, but I 
was assured by my new Sixth Form teachers that with hard work I could make excellent grades in 
any field, and so I am now confident in all of my studies. Students who like to be pushed to excel and 
take new challenges in their stride will feel right at home at the Redhill Academy Sixth Form! 
 
The initial jump from GCSE to A-Levels is not as terrible as described, but it is definitely noticeable 
and if you want to succeed you should be ready to manage it. The workload is immediately larger, 
despite only having 3 subjects, since they are all more in-depth and the content is more varied. The 
work itself, whether in class or at home, is definitely more demanding, and so review and revision 
from an early stage is key (your teachers will remind you enough!). Even so, those who value their 
time and use it efficiently should find no problem with managing their studies – the end goal is the 
key to motivating yourself. 
 
It is important to remember that the life of an A-Level student is not 
always structured, hard work – most of the week is actually study periods, 
in which you should make the most of your time, and focus on things you 
feel less confident in. The best balance is to have some study time for 
homework tasks and some personal revision, and remember to save some 
crucial time to relax each day. 
Year 11’s making the jump to post-16 should choose what they love doing 
– even if you aren’t the best at it, if you have a passion and a will to 
succeed in the subject, you will be absolutely fine. Don’t panic, get your 
head down, and work hard, and you’ll have no problems making the best 
of A-Levels. 
 
 
The Redhill Trust is part of the national HE Plus programme facilitated by Cambridge University in 

order to actively support young people in their applications to top universities.  
 

We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 

  

 



On Tuesday 18th December the English Department took 
48 excited students on a magical trip to Harry Potter 
World Studios where the novel really comes to life and 
gives students opportunities to see real life costume 
designers, read about the making of the film and learn 
about where J. K. Rowling’s inspiration for writing the 
book came from. The behaviour of our students was 
excellent as they explored the unforgettable set at 
Warner Bros Studios in Watford. The highlights were: 
seeing our students get involved with wand 
choreography with the actual back stage crew who 
trained the cast of Harry Potter, taking a ride on 
broomsticks wearing Hogwarts capes surrounded by CGI 
technology and the chance to taste actual butter beer 
(it's not real beer!). Miss Gray even got to open the 
'Great Door' before the students first entered the 'Great 
hall': a remarkable setting where Christmas puddings 
were set alight. The experience was particularly special 
because we got to visit Hogwarts in the snow! We ate our lunch on Privet Drive as the snow fell 
from the sky (artificial, which we got to make of course!). The fun didn’t end with the tour either: 
our students got a chance to exchange their pennies for some fantastic Harry Potter-themed 
items in the gift shop. One student even bought a broom; he was going to fly home however he 
left his jacket on the coach. 

In all, we had a fantastic day! Thank you to the impeccable behaviour of our students (and staff!) 
we got a chance to see how powerful an idea in someone’s head can become. 
 
It was a superb experience and every student expressed how much they had enjoyed the trip. 

All students were an absolute credit to the school and we look forward to visiting the magical 
world of Harry Potter very soon. Expelliarmus! 

 



Thank you to all athletes we took to the 2019 Cross Country Championships at Wollaton Park on 
Wednesday 16th January.  It was a very cold and wet afternoon but a very successful one so well 
done to the following who competed; 
 
Year 8/9 Girls 
Naomi (C5) - placed 10th (qualified for the County Schools Championships) 
Chanel (V1) - placed 34th 
Kady (R1) - placed 11th (qualified for the County Schools Championships) 
Tia (R9) - placed 12th (qualified for the County Schools Championships) 
 
 
Year 8/9 Boys 
Harvey (C4) - placed 37th 
Elliot (C7) - placed 33rd 
Christian-Lee (C7) - placed 27th 

 

Year 10/11 Girls 
Keya (R8) - placed 15th 
Siana-Jai (A7) 
Kelsey (R8) 
Megan (C5) 
Kiya (R6) - placed 22nd 
Madison (V3) 
 
Year 10/11 Boys 
A huge congratulations to Harley (A1) who yet again won the competition for the second year 
running - well done.  Harley (A1) 1st place! 
 
The runners who qualified will compete in the County Championships on Saturday, February 2nd.  

 



Monday 25th February ................................ Music House Event 

Wednesday 27th February ........................... Year 11 Spanish Mock Exam 

  .................................................................... Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 28th February ............................... Year 7/8 Visit to Horrible Histories 

Monday 4th March....................................... Year 8 Options Week 

 ..................................................................... Year 9 Careers in the Curriculum Week 

 ..................................................................... D & T House Event 

 ..................................................................... Year 11 Mock Exams 

Thursday 7th March ..................................... World Book Day 

Friday 8th March .......................................... Year 9 Reports Issued 

Monday 11th March .................................... Year 11 Mock Exams 

Tuesday 12th March..................................... Year 8 Options Evening 

Wednesday 13th March ............................... Year 9/10 Big Bang Fair 

Thursday 14th March ................................... EPA Evening Event 

Monday 18th March .................................... KS4 Football/Netball House Event 

Tuesday 19th March..................................... Year 9 University Visit 

Wednesday 20th March ............................... Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 21st March ................................... Year 11 Photos 

Friday 22nd March ....................................... Year 10 Visit to Natural History Museum 

Monday 25th March .................................... Year 10 Exams 

 ..................................................................... Year 11 GCSE Drama Moderation  

Tuesday 26th March..................................... Year 9/10 Visit to Imperial War Museum 

Thursday 28th March ................................... Year 7/8 RE Visit 

Monday 1st April .......................................... Year 10 Exams 

Monday 18th February – Friday 22nd February  Half Term Holiday 

Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April    Easter Holiday 

 

S u m m e r  Te r m  
Tuesday 23rd April 2019    Term Starts 

Monday 6th May     May Day 

Mon 27th May – Friday 31st May    Half Term  

Friday  28th June    Inset Day 

Monday 1st July    Inset Day 

Friday 26th July    Term Ends 


