
We have almost completed a busy, but successful term.  After the euphoria surrounding 

our excellent GCSE results in the summer, staff and students are determined to build on 
this success and make The Oakwood Academy the best school in the City. 
 
We welcomed 140 Year 7 students in September from a variety of different Primary 
schools. The students have settled brilliantly into school life and are already making a 
positive contribution to The Oakwood Academy. We are grateful for the support of parents 
and it has been useful to meet so many parents through the “Settling In” Evening and 
Parent Information Evening. A further opportunity to meet with your child’s tutors to 
discuss their progress, is available in March.   
 
We are pleased that Mrs Stephanie Dyce from Hall Park Academy is working in an 
Executive role within the school on behalf of the Redhill Trust.  Mrs Dyce was Head of 
School at Redhill Academy for several years and as the substantive Head, has helped Hall 
Park Academy become the second highest performing school in Nottinghamshire. 
 
As always, this newsletter is packed with information, stories and updates of the many 
activities that happen as a normal part of life at The Oakwood Academy.  We do remain 
“achievement focussed” but by providing these additional opportunities, students develop 
wider social skills and they contribute to students’ enjoyment of school. 
 
I am grateful to the staff who give freely of their time to provide these opportunities.  As I 
write this front page, students are busily preparing for the Christmas Extravaganza.  This 
comes after our recent involvement in “The Bestwood Lights Switch On.”  
 
On this festive note, it only 

remains for me to thank 

you for your continued 

support of the work of the 

Academy and wish you all 

the best for a restful and 

peaceful Christmas and 

New Year. 

Mrs Healey 



During September, we hosted a foreign exchange 
student, Lea Bootz from Hamburg, Germany.   
 
Lea’s school gave their year 9 students a 3 week 
challenge where they had to arrange either a survival 
challenge or travelling to another country.  Lea has family 
connections in England and chose to study at The 
Oakwood Academy.  She travelled to England by herself 
and was hosted by Miss Goodacre.   
 
Lea said that her school was a little different to ours for example, at her school they do not have 
to wear uniform and any homework is incorporated into their extended school day.  She was 
looked after by fellow year 9 students, Sophia Wagstaff, Danielle Lloyd and Courtney Watterson-
Lowe, Danielle said “It was a fun experience because I haven't worked with someone from 
another country, I would like to do a challenge like this”. 
 
Lea enjoyed visiting Nottingham City as it reminded her of home.   She especially enjoyed her art 
lessons with Mrs Cabourn and on the whole enjoyed her experience but did miss home. 
 
The Oakwood Academy wish her well. 

Exchange Student 

On 27th September 96 students from Glade Hill, Rise Park 
and Southglade Primary School visited the Oakwood 
Academy for African Day with the Expressive Arts faculty.  
All students took part in dance, drama and music 
workshops and learnt a variety of skills from mask making, 
drumming, African dance and storytelling.  
The day ended with a celebration event and a showcase of all the year 6's hard work. 
Students said "the day was cool and fun, it has been 
amazing!" "I enjoyed everything, nothing has been boring 
and it was so much fun. Thank you Oakwood".  

Miss Lake, Transition lead at The 
Oakwood Academy said "It was such an 
enjoyable day and a real privilege 
to work with so many year 6 students. 

We look 
forward 
to seeing 
them 
again very 
soon."  

Expressive Arts day 



Basketball 
The year 11 
Basketball team 
won one and lost 
two leaving Ellis 
Guildford in top 
position and The Oakwood Academy in joint 
second. Fixtures continue so we hope we 
can improve and go on to beat Ellis Guilford, 
who look like the team to beat this year. 
 
Year 11 won their third County Merit League 
game at Portland, winning by 74 to 18 
edging them closer to the county finals. Well 
done to the team: Levi Plumb Kelly, Rodell 
Brown, Callum Hines, Lewis Hallam, Deontae 
Hamilton, Fredrico Gordon and 
Collins Okojie. 
 
The Year 9  Girls basketball team beat both 
Top Valley and Ellis Guilford in the City 
Championships to go onto the final.  They 
received the Bronze award losing out to 
Emmanuel and Nottingham Academy, who 
both have County Players. 
 
Netball & Rugby 
Miss Fowkes had a fantastic debut at the 
City tournament with the Netball team 
winning all their games. What a way to 
announce yourself. We have some very 
talented girls representing The Oakwood 
Academy. 
Ellis Guilford B: 7-0 
Bulwell B: 12-0 
Emmanuel: 5-2 
Top Valley: 9-0 
 
The Oakwood Academy Rugby team played 
two games but unfortunately lost both 
games. 
Our boys played exceptionally well against 
superior opposition. Both teams had players 

signed onto Leicester Tigers and playing 
regularly for the county. To think we have 
only been playing Rugby for just under 3 
years, it was amazing given the 
performances we gave.  
Stand out performances from: Jaiden 
Morley, Collins Okojie, Fredrico Gordon, 
Rodell Brown and Mazen EL Faquih 
 
Year 7/8 Netball & Football House 
Competition 
1st - Certus 
2nd - Robus 
3rd - Animus 
4th - Virtus 
Over 140 
students took 
part in this 
terms House event, an outstanding effort 
and shows students are buying into sport 
and the house system at The Oakwood 
Academy. It was a brilliant sight to look over 
the MUGA and the field and see huge 
numbers of students participating in 
Football and Netball. 
 
GCSE PE Students 
Students have been climbing over the last 
two weeks at the Nottingham Indoor 
Climbing Wall to secure a solid practical 
grade in GCSE PE  They have all made rapid 
progress and challenged themselves.  Staff 
at the climbing centre have commented on 
their natural talent and also how well 
behaved our students conducted 
themselves. 
 
Sports Hall Athletics Plate Final 
Year 7 boys and girls teams completed 
against seven City Schools at Ellis Guilford 
on Wednesday 23rd November and we are 
pleased to announce they won the Silver 
medal.  Well done team. 

PE Success 



The change to the GCSE exam structure now means 
that students have to remember a lot more information 
for their GCSEs, whilst also having to complete all of 
their exams at the end of Year 11 rather than as 
modules throughout their GCSE years.  This is why we 
have begun to have a greater focus on developing the 
memory and recall skills of our students.  Last year we 
introduced the effective revision cycle to our Year 11 
students. 
 
This year we have begun to introduce this to other year 
groups and to a wider range of parents. 
 

Year 7 Skills Day 
 
On 3rd and 4th October Year 7 students took part in a Skills Day.  Focussed on the 
difference between pirates in the movies and real pirates, students engaged with a series 
of activities which developed their knowledge of real pirates before applying this new 
knowledge to our effective revision cycle.  Students took some fantastic notes and then 
created some revision flashcards.  After lunch, students were taught some memory and 
recall games before applying what they had learnt to a final piece of writing about how far 
the life of Jack Sparrow was similar to that of real pirates.  On each day, the students 
involved worked really hard and produced some excellent materials (and they had some 
fun too!).  We had visitors from other Trust schools over the two days, all of whom 
commented about how brilliant the students were and how confident they had been.  We 
are now continuing to develop Year 7 memory and recall skills through individual subject 
areas who will focus on a different revision technique each half-term. 
 

Year 10 and 11 Parent Revision Evening 
 
On 13th October we hosted a Parent Information Evening for Year 10 and 11 parents, 
providing a range of information on how best to support their son/daughter to revise and 
prepare for exams.  The evening was well-attended with around 50 families represented 
by parents and, in some cases, their son/daughter.  The evening went very quickly and 
there was lots of information to take in, but there were also opportunities for parents to 
involve themselves in some of the revision activities too.  The parents who attended 
commented on how useful the session was.  If your son/daughter is in Year 10 or 11 and 
you were unable to attend and would like more information about how you can support 
them in their exam preparation, then email Mr Hillyard at: 

g.hillyard@oakwoodacademy.org.uk  

for a pack of resources. 

Developing Memory and Recall Skills 



Careers Curriculum 
 

Since September, students have taken part in activities to raise their awareness of Employability Skills, 10 
skills that employers feel that young people should have when they leave school.   All year groups have 
had the opportunity to take part in Careers Talks, sessions on Fashion & Art, Construction, Real Estate, 
Apprenticeships and Politics, an inspiring session given by Vernon Coaker MP.  These will continue 
throughout the year. 
 
Year 11 took part in a mock interview with 20 business providers, the first interview for some of them 
and Cambridge University has held sessions on higher education.  Students can access our career 
software JED or Higher Ideas on the schools desktops to research their Post 16 Choices. 
 

Year 10 Work Experience, 10th - 14th July 2017 
 

Year 10 students have received their work experience information booklet.  Students should return their 
parental consent letter if they haven't already done so.  Placements are to be secured by Friday 24th 
March 2017.  Below are just some reasons it is a good idea to do work experience and why The Oakwood 
Academy offer this opportunity to students: 
 Young people are more likely to be successful in their job hunt if they have done some good work 

experience. Fact. 
 If you haven’t got a clue what career you want to do, work experience is a perfect way to sample all 

the career options out there. It’s a way of exploring different jobs without actually committing to 
anything. You can dip your toe in the water without taking the full plunge. 

 It’s the best way to get a real sense of your chosen industry. You’ll get to speak to employees and ask 
them questions. You won’t know what it’s like until you get closer to the action. 

 Doing work experience shows passion and interest. Evidence that you have done work experience 
shows the employer that you are motivated to get into a chosen career and that you’ve done your 
homework. 

 Work experience gently introduces you to the world of work. You get to learn the do’s and don’ts, get 
work place savvy and learn to navigate your way through the jungle of office politics. Vitally, it’ll give 
you an idea of the skills you might need to thrive in the workplace. 

 It’ll help you identify your own skills and perhaps even highlight the areas that you might want to work 
on. 

 And yes, work experience does give you something to put on your CV! 

 

Skills Fair 
 

On Friday, 18th November, Mr Hunt took 19 students from The Oakwood Academy on a combined joint 
trip with staff and students from the Redhill Academy to the Skills Show at the Birmingham NEC. This was 
a fantastic opportunity for students from both schools to gain an insight and inspiration into possible 
careers in a highly interactive and entertaining environment. At the UK’s largest skills and careers event, 
there was something to suit all interests, and students tried out a huge range of workplace skills across a 
large variety of industries. 
 
Students met local and national employers and heard from a number of professionals to get an insider’s 
view on the world of work. The behaviour of students from both schools was impeccable.  
 
 ‘Overall it was a very good day and I learnt a lot. It opened my eyes to all the opportunities I can have for 
colleges and universities.’ Elise, C2 
‘In the Skills Show, I tested out lots of robotics and got plenty of career advice from a variety of searches 
on the computers. I really enjoyed the day and the tests and interactive activities were excellent!’ Joe, C10 

Careers 

http://www.allaboutcareers.com/career-test
http://www.allaboutcareers.com/careers/


The 10th to the 14th of October was Biology week 
here at The Oakwood Academy. We had lots of 
creepy crawlies and a few slightly bigger fear 
drivers in school. Over the course of the week we 
had various activities that students were invited 
to come and take part in.  
 

On Monday students were invited to stay after school and 
make their own bug hotel. The hotel itself was pre-made and 
finished off with a selection of items to make each room. 
 
Tuesday, students travelled to Wollaton Hall.  They were given 
a tour around the different areas and then took part in a quiz. 
The day ended with a bug session where students were able 
to hold stick insects and hissing cockroaches. 
 
On Wednesday students 
looked at the effects of red 
bull on a water flea called 
daphnia. The results were 
clearly visible and showed 
that the red bull increased the 

heart rate of the daphnia by 14bpm. This was with diluted 
red bull, imagine what an energy drink does to your heart 
rate when you drink it! 
 
After school on Thursday students had a biology lesson on 

dissection.  Students were led through 
the process of dissecting a cockroach 
and locust. 
 
Friday we had a very special guest for the day 'The Bug Man' (AKA 
Guy).  He bought live animals for students to see, stroke and even hold. 
This happened throughout lessons and at lunch time. The animals 
included stick insect, hissing cockroach, geko, snake, tarantula, 
scorpion and millipede amongst other things. The students were 
very brave and I think some overcame their fears. 
 
Throughout the week we had some 

specimens on show from Wollaton hall, these were in the 
Art department. The competition for Biology week this 
year was to draw one of the specimens.  
 
The winner of the house competition was Amy Eason and 
the runner up, Shannon Kelly.  



On Thursday 6th October the Library held a 
poetry tax at break and lunch time to celebrate 
National Poetry Day. To gain access to the 
Library, all students had to write a poem on 
entry. This year’s theme was ‘Messages’ and all 
poems had to be centred around this. We had 
some fantastic entries from both students and 
staff .  Below are some examples: 

 

Watch it on the ocean as it waves side to side, 
Until it washes up on the seaside. 

Watch it move, watch it glide 
It floats on its own adventure ride. 

A message in a bottle floats up to the shore 
After is it has been on an ocean tour. 

Mossimo Chinyama R9 
 

Message to my Granddad. 
Every day I miss you more, 

So I decided to send you a message 
Saying that I still love you, 

And I will never stop loving you. 
Granddad I will love you for the rest of my life. 

Everyone is lonely without you. 
So Granddad it was nice to speak to you, 

goodbye. 
Bobbi Coyne R6 

 

What’s this? 
A message, 

A message in a bottle! 
Where from? 
Who From? 

I need to know! 
 

I’m going to see, 
Who? 

Where? 
When was this from? 

I’m going to see. 
What does it say? 

I’m going to read it, 
At the end of the day! 
Paris Bainbridge A4 

Hello readers, 
 
It’s Pete here again! Those 
Library Ladies have been buying 
new books again. They certainly 
like to keep their stock up to 
date. I haven’t got time to tell you about all of 
the amazing new stock but I will tell you about 
a few that has sent me into a flapping frenzy.  
 

Harry Potter is all grown up and 
now has children of his own and 
works at the Ministry of Magic. 
But imagine being Harry Potter’s 
son. Having to live up to his 
family’s name is going to be 
difficult for Albus as he begins 
his journey to Hogwarts. This 

book is full of magic, mystery, darkness and 
friendship and is a must read for any Harry 
Potter fan.  
 

The next book I need to tweet 
about is the amazing new 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid book. 
Double Down is another Greg 
Heffley adventure that you 
must read! His mom thinks 
video games are turning his 
brain to mush, so she wants 
him to explore his 'creative 
side'. When Greg discovers a bag of gummy 
worms, it sparks an idea. Can he get his mom 
off his back by making a movie? Then he will he 
become rich and famous in the process! Funny 
and brilliant from the first page.  
 
The Library has so many new books. You should 
pop in for a visit. 
 
Talk to you soon 

 

 

 

Pigeon Pete 



Duke of Edinburgh Award Evening 

Our record breaking Class of 2016 (71% A*-C in Maths and English) came back to The Oakwood 
Academy to receive their GCSE certificates on Thursday 10th November. It was a real honour to 
celebrate their achievements. Subject leaders awarded individual subject prizes to students who 
performed particularly well in their subject area. For example Rebecca received the subject prize 
for girls' PE. She attained 100% in the written GCSE examination and her exam paper has been 
selected for use by the examination board. 

The evening also provided the opportunity to recognise the 
outstanding achievements of Sian, (pictured) who achieved 
12A* grades and Emily who achieved 10A* grades and made 
the most progress since leaving Primary School. Both these 
students now attend Bilborough College and Emily has been 
selected to participate in a Cambridge University programme. 
Several of the Class of 2016 are now studying at the Redhill 
Sixth Form and it was great to hear how well they have settled 

into sixth form life. We also heard of students who have successfully secured apprenticeships 
and are now on the road to securing a good career. 
Our thanks go to all the parents who attended the evening and for their support over the last five 
years. We wish every student from the Class of 2016, good luck and hope they will keep us 
informed of their future successes. 

Year 11 Awards Evening 

In October, year 9 students attended an Ambition Nottingham event 

at The University of Nottingham.  The theme of the day was Enterprise 

and students took part in various team activities with other schools.  

We are very proud that the students pictured were among the 

winning team.  Mr Pinkett said, “It was a great day, and our students 

worked excellently with other Year 9 students from across the East 

Midlands to design and market a healthy food franchise.   As always at 

these events, they were using skills and techniques that are very 

different from a normal lesson and their confidence seemed to improve throughout the day.   All of our year 

groups at Oakwood are involved with Ambition Nottingham, and I am looking forward to our new Year 7 

students getting started over the next two months.” 

Year 9 Ambition Nottingham 

On Wednesday 16th November, past and present students of The Oakwood 

Academy attended the Duke of Edinburgh Awards evening at The Nottingham High 

School.   Students received their Bronze and Silver Award , awards which involve 

taking part in a volunteering project, learning a new skill and doing a physical activity 

culminating in their final expedition.  At The Oakwood Academy, we are pleased that 

each year the number of participants are rising and that students recognise how 

taking part in this award can improve not only their skills but also future prospects.  

Mr Healey said, “The awards evening for DofE this year was in the very plush and traditional surroundings of the 

Nottingham High School. How rewarding it was to see The Oakwood Academy so well represented by successful 

candidates at both Silver and Bronze level. Congratulations to all the recipients for completing their level and for 

their impeccable behaviour during a very long presentation involving 300 students from across Nottingham. Also 

how good it was to meet up with students from last year. Year 11, being awarded their Silver badge. We look 

forward to continued success in time for next years award ceremony.” 



English would like to take this as an opportunity to celebrate the success of the following 
students who have produced excellent work in English this term. They have started the 
academic Year with an outstanding attitude to their studies.  
Miss Gray (Acting Head of Faculty)  
Mackenzie Wheatley and Naailah Chaudry – consistently excellent attitude 
Rachel Ollenshaw  – Excellent effort with assessment and homework 
Ms Chambers (Teacher in charge of KS3) 
Susmita Bhusal  – she has not been at the Academy long, but has made an outstanding start; 
always asking to ensure she is challenging herself further. 
Sophie Pullen  – works exceptionally hard 
Brogan Paterson and Martyna Ciepaj  – hard working students 
Mrs Walker 
Brodie Southall, she is hard working, focused and very ambitious.  Brodie always gives 
100% and often does extra work to improve her knowledge and understanding 
Loren Collin, she is a very able student, hard-working, quick to ask questions if 
unsure and determined to do the best she possibly can. 
Mrs Chambers  
Katie Cifuentes – for her knowledge and enthusiasm for poetry. She has nominated herself to be 
the main speaker for the poetry extravaganza too! 
Mrs Marriott 
Brendon Wetherall – Amazing, high quality homework every week. Brendon pushes 
himself and puts in 100% effort and this shows in the standard of his work. 
Miss Sanderson 
Demi Tatton and Morgan Smith. Positive attitude towards English. Hardworking and produces 
work to a high standard.  
Ms Gilbert 
Alicia Sunderland for most improved attitude to learning and use of high-level concepts (e.g. 
patriarchy and feminism) to develop her analysis of Macbeth. 
Mrs Banks 
Colin Marshall – consistently positive attitude and persistence to improve.  
Thalia Morley – excellent work and attitude, focused on improvement 
Jordan Wright – working above and beyond expected level in lesson and makes positive 
contributions to every lesson. 
A well done to those students attending extra-curricular sessions in English. Hopefully more 
will be offered post-Christmas. 
 
Currently running are the following: 
Tabletop RPG Club with Ms Gilbert (Fridays after school, which is currently oversubscribed while 
Miss trains up an extra Dungeon Master) and Extra English (currently offered to specific students 
or targeting specific skills each week, on Mondays after school). 
Ms Gray and Miss Sanderson have also been offering revision after school (Tuesday 
Wednesdays and Thursdays) for Year 11 so a well done to those who have attended. 
 
Year 11 English students also need a special mention for the positive way they have come back 
this year; with a desire to fulfil their potential and build on the fantastic results achieved in the 
Summer. Good luck for mock results day and Merry Christmas! 
Miss Gray (Acting Head of Faculty) 

English Stars! 



GCSEs are changing. There will be new GCSES in English Language, English Literature and 
Maths with the first new exams for these subjects in Summer 2017. 
 

Not only are the new courses more challenging with all exams sat at the end of year 11 
but coursework and practical assessments will play a much smaller part with most marks 
won or lost in exams.  Furthermore, there will be no foundation level in the new English 
GCSEs so everyone will take the same exam. 
 

On top of all this, the way the new GCSEs are graded is also changing.  The new GCSEs will 
be graded 1 to 9 with 9 being the top grade.  You will notice the old A*-G system has only 
8 different grades whereas the new system has 9 different grades so direct comparisons 
between the two systems are discouraged.  
 

However, broadly the same population of students will achieve a grade 4 and above as 
currently achieve a grade C and above.  Likewise, broadly the same population of students 
will achieve a grade 7 and above as currently achieve a grade A and above.  A grade 9 will 
be saved for the very top end of students who currently achieve a grade A*.  The bottom 
of grade 1 will be aligned with the bottom of grade G.  Those who fail to meet the 
minimum standard will be graded a U as before. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Summer 2017 GCSEs other than English and Maths will remain the same and will be 
graded A*-G.  However, further new or “reformed” GCSEs will be introduced in 2018 and 
2019 and these will also be graded with the new 1-9 system. 

Changes to GCSEs 



On the 13th October our Teaching and Learning Ambassadors took 
part in a pilot scheme. Each of the ambassadors had the task of 
choosing their favourite book. In turn, one of their tutors did the 
same and swapped over.  
 
This scheme is much more than just a book swap. The idea behind 
it is to develop the leadership and soft skills of our ambassadors 
and also for it to be an example to others in our school. By 
swapping their books and reading something that someone they 
trust has given them they are:  
 
Learning how to keep an open mind. The book they are given may not be their first 
choice; it may be in a style of writing that they are not familiar with but it may open new 
avenues of interest for them. Being able to experience new things with an open and 
willing mind is an essential skill. 
 
Learning how to deal with things that they may not like. Hopefully, everyone will 
thoroughly enjoy the book they are given, but there is a chance that one or two may not. 
They have made a commitment, and need to read the book to see the task through to the 
end. Even if they don’t totally enjoy the book, the task needs to be completed. 
 
Learning how to speak to someone in a different age group, in a different position 
confidently about a subject. Students spend much of their day talking to their peers or 
being spoken to in an instructional way by their tutors or teachers. When we come to talk 
about the books we have read at the end of the pilot scheme, students will need to speak 
to an adult as an equal and share their opinions. In this context their conversation will be 
completely different to their normal encounters with staff at school and they will learn 
quickly how to communicate in a new way. 
 
The benefits are not just for our young people, however. The exchange allows our staff to 
see into the lives of their tutees and learn something about what they enjoy. By doing this, 
it develops the tutee-tutor relationship and provides a talking point for the future.  
 
The skills that The Book Swap aims to develop have been recognised as ‘soft skills’ that 

employers look for when interviewing new employees and when trying to promote them. 

We are hoping that this simple task of exchanging a book, will open opportunities for our 

young people. In the near future, we are hoping that more of 

our students will have the opportunity to take part in this 

event. 

 

Pictured: Staff and students review their Book Swap 

Oakwood Book Swap 



Key Dates for the Next Term 

 
 

 
Don’t forget to keep a close eye on our 
website - www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk 
to keep up to date with all the going’s on 
here at The Oakwood Academy.   
 
Information such as uniform guidelines, 
school calendars and school policies can 
be found there as well as news alerts for 
weather warnings and early finishing 
times. 

 

Event Date 

Back to school Tuesday 3rd January 2017 

Year 11 Parents Evening 5th January 

Construction exam 9th January 

Travel & Tourism exam 11th January 

Music exam 17th January 

Year 11 Photos 19th January 

PTFA Sponsored Zumba Event 23rd January, 4pm 

Year 8 & 9 History Trip 27th January 

Year 11 Art Trip Date tbc 

Half term 13th - 17th February 

Year 10 Parents Evening 9th March 

Year 7 Academic Tutorials w/c 13th March 

PTFA Quiz Night 24th March, 7pm 

Year 9 Parents Evening 21st March 

Keeping in touch 

As a school, we recognise the value of homework and the 
positive effect it has on learning and building student 
resilience. We have chosen Show My Homework as our on-line 
homework host.    By logging-in with their user name and 
password. This will provide them with a personalised calendar 
showing only their homework. Students will receive their user 
name and password from their form tutor. 
For more information and to view a ‘How to’ guide access the 
link:  www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/information-for-parents/homework  


