
We were extremely proud to welcome back members of the Class of 2015 for an 
awards evening that recognised many achievements during their time at the school. 
Together with his Tutors, subject leaders and members of the senior team; Mr 
Watkins who had led this year group for the past five years stepped up to be master 
of ceremonies for what was an excellent evening. 
 
The school hall had been transformed into a venue fit to celebrate any event. Mr 
Watkins said “I wanted the evening to feel special for the prize winners, their parents 
and other members of the year group who attended the event to support and share in 
the memories of their school days. 
 
With the help of Ms Stokes, Mrs Mellors and Mrs Wright, the hall we use daily for 
assemblies and dining was made to appear like a venue that could have held the 
Oscars!” 
 
The prize winners accepted recognition of their achievements by means of an 
engraved crystal paper weight.  

 
The evening concluded with students receiving their official GCSE certificates and 
with the best wishes of staff who spent time reminiscing with students and their 
parents. 
 
We really do wish each and every one of them all the best for the future and take 
immense pride in the fact that we have helped them along their journey to success. 

 

Mr Watkins 

Year 11 

What Next? 

Have you applied to sixth form, college or an 

apprenticeship yet? 

If you need advice and guidance, see Ms Stokes in the Library to 

arrange an appointment. 
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We have now completed our first term as The 
Oakwood Academy.  I am extremely pleased and 
proud of how students in Years 8 to 11 have 
adapted to the changes and how well the Year 7 
students have settled into their new school. 
 
The new Vertical Tutoring System has been a resounding 
success in helping to build positive relationships between 
students of all year groups.  The Vertical Tutoring system 
has also revitalised the House System.  The Academy now 
has four houses (Animus, Certus, Robus and Virtus) each 
are hugely competitive and will be hoping to receive the 
House Cup at the end of this term (check the website in the 
New Year for the winner). 

As always we have a relentless focus on achievement.  Our 
Year 11 students have recently completed their mock 
examinations.  We are all keeping our fingers crossed that 
Mock Results Day on 7th January 2015 will show that we 
are well on track to achieve GCSE results of over 55%, A*-
C including English and Maths in the Summer. 
 

Mrs Healey 
 

www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk 

If you do not 
have access to a 
computer at 
home you can 
now make 
payments using 

PayPoint.  Please contact 
Mrs Wright in school for 
an application form. 

 
Thank you to 
staff and 
students who 
raised a 
massive  £700 
for Children In 
Need. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the 
Year 9 Boys’ Basketball 
Team who secured a 
Silver medal at the 
Nottingham City Elite 
League Finals.  Beating 
Bluecoat in the semi final 
and just losing out to 
Notts AC in the final. 
Team: Fredryco Gordon, 
Mazen El-Faquih, Ben 
Atkinson, Maison Riley, 
Joe Reader, James Bird 
and Collins Okojie. 



Preparing for Year 11 Revision 

By Sian Reid & Harry Walker 
 
The Oakwood Academy emphasises the 
importance of revision and encourages us to 
revise to the best of our ability.  Doing revision 
outside the classroom is essential if you are looking 
to be successful in your GCSE exams, and we’ve 
been provided with interventions, revision tips and 
notes to ensure we’re prepared in May.  However, a 
number of us cram information in and revise last 
minute – not allowing time to fully remember 
anything, and this induces stress.  In order to retain 
information, it goes without saying you will have to 
go over it. 
Tips 

 Create a plan for the topics you want to revise, 

and make sure you stick to it.  It is easier to plan 
ahead and create a timetable than choose to do 
revision on a whim, you can manage your time 
better, and it stops you from procrastinating. 

 Make sure you revise in a fairly quiet area, to 

ensure full concentration.  Choose a time when 
you know there will be a quiet atmosphere, e.g. 
when people and electronics are out of earshot. 

 Focus on revising, what information you need. 

Don’t spend too much time revising information 
you are already confident about. 

 As well as frequent revision sessions, make sure 

you have frequent breaks from revision.  Breaks 
allow time for information to sink in, and allows 
you to relax instead of becoming stressed and 
not retaining the information, due to constantly 
working. 

 Find techniques that suit you.  Instead of just 

reading text; which is proven to be the weakest 
way to revise, try to write the information down 
from memory: be it through flash cards, mind 
maps, quizzes or simply making notes. 

 If one method becomes too boring, try changing 

techniques.  This keeps you interested in your 
revision, and stops it from becoming too dull. 

 
Ultimately, it’s vital that you put in as much effort as 
you can into revising and find what works best for 
you.  Revising is all about re-learning in a way in 
which you are comfortable, to make sure you have 
all the information needed for your GCSEs.  Once 
you have a structured routine, you will find revising 
much easier, and improve your chances of success! 

Do you have lunch in 

the school canteen? 

 

If so, we want your opinion!  
 
As part of the School Nutrition 
Action Group (SNAG), we are 
trying to find out your opinions 
about the food we serve, and 
what you learn in school about 
food. We will also be asking you 
questions about your whole 
dining experience. If you see any 
of our SNAG members in the 
dining hall, please answer their 

questions as it will be extremely 
helpful to us.  
It is important to eat a balanced 

diet, and we want to ensure that 

everyone at The Oakwood 

Academy has that opportunity. It 

is also essential to learn how to 

make the right choices when 

making food or eating it!  

The Oakwood Academy is 

working towards their Bronze 

Award with the Food For Life 

Partnership.  If you would like 

more information or a cooking 

lesson get in touch.  Contact 

either Miss Poundall or Ms 

Stokes in school. 

On Thursday 3rd December 2015, The Oakwood Academy 
held its first production for this academic year, ‘A Carol for 

Tiny Tim’, as well as other 
entertaining performances from the 
Expressive Arts Faculty. 
 
After the initial nervousness in the air, 
‘The Oakwood meets dance group’ 
performed a choreographed piece.  It 
was visually engaging and brilliantly 
realised by the dancers (a lot of whom were performing on stage for the 
first time) and choreographer, Jamie Thomson.  What was particularly 
impressive was the way the dancers worked together to achieve a mirror-
imaged effect. 
 
Following this was the play, ‘A Carol for Tiny Tim’ which depicted the 
events of Tiny Tim’s life 15 years after the original story, ‘A Christmas 
Carol’.  The play was split into two acts, each having a different group of 
students performing in the same parts, which gave the opportunity for 
more students to perform.  The play had a great script and excellent 
costume and set design and staging.  It was a story that showcased a 
beautiful moral which makes us value what we have, and not take things 
for granted.  This made many audience members feel ‘very Christmassy’.  
Jorjie-Louise Abell (Mrs Cratchit, Act 2) says, “I cried when I came off 
(stage), it was amazing”.  David Townsend (Tiny Tim, Act 2) described the 
experience of performing as “nerve wracking” but also as “a lot of fun”. 
 
Following the play was a selection of Christmas stalls ranging from crafts, 
raffles and sales such as ceramics, cakes and artistic Christmas pegs 
made by the after school club in the Art faculty.   
 
Concluding the night, was a very merry musical performance.  
Performances included were music students studying BTEC Diploma in 
Music, the Oakwood Choir featuring staff members from the English 
Department.  Kieran Straw performed a rock variation of Band Aid with his 
band on the night, said, “Everyone did great, and overall it was a festive 
night”. 
 
Summing up everyone’s thoughts on the night, Head Teacher, Mrs Healey 
said, “I am astounded by the confidence and the performance levels of our 
students who have never performed publically before.  Set, lighting, 
sound, costumes, everything was perfect.  The amount of script that the 

students had to remember was unbelievable.  It made me feel very proud and has 
certainly put me in the Christmas mood.” 
 

Article by Steevie-Leigh Chantler and Harry Walker 

Over £450 raised for our House Charities, thank you! 



The Oakwood Academy have been very lucky to work with Jamie Thomson, Choreographer,  
Jamie Thomson trained at the Royal Ballet School and Rambert Ballet and Contemporary 
College. Upon graduating he danced with Scottish Ballet and Vienna Festival Ballet until he 
began exploring his choreographic abilities. In 1995, he was the winner of the prestigious 
Ursula Moreton Choreographic Award & his subsequent choreographic output has been 
extensive. In 2007 he set up Nottingham Youth Dance which performed at The Edinburgh 
Fringe Festival 2009 and 2010 to outstanding reviews. 
 
Jamie worked as resident choreographer for New English 
Contemporary Ballet, where he created pieces both for the 
main company and their youth dance company, 
Nottingham Youth Dance. His piece .com together, 
choreographed for the main company, was selected for the 
finals of the 23rd Choreographic Competition in Hannover. 
 
Having taught dance for over a decade, his experience of 
working with a range of groups has been extensive and he 
has constantly sought out new ways in which to engage 
people everywhere with modern ballet. 
 
Jamie is currently Artistic Director of his own modern ballet company, Ampersandance and is 
also the creator of modern ballet workout Ballestics. 

 
Year 10 Dance students said, "The session with Jamie 
was fantastic, we learnt how to cooperate with our 
peers and learnt new dance moves whilst having the 
opportunity to choreograph  our own work".  

Elyse Whiston 
 
"The session with Jamie was amazing, it was a great 
experience. We learnt new dance moves, the session 
has also helped us develop our ideas for our own work. 
This opportunity helped us understand more, which will 
help us with dance at GSCE level".  

Ellie Rook. 

Mr Eddyshaw’s Friday PE Team 

 
For the last six weeks the following students; Jake Harrison, Chloe Hanrahan, Jasmine Jordan, 
Josh Starbuck, Peter Poullet, Lashiane Banks, Luke Johnson, Michael Straw, Archie 
Routledge, Brodie Southall, Konrad Matuszewski and Max Harper have been taking part in a 
wide range of additional sports.  These include Horse Riding and Ice Skating.  They have all 
reached Level 1 in the National Ice Skating Award and are currently working towards their 
Level 2 in Horse Riding.  Jake has excelled at Ice Skating reaching Level 4.   
 
This programme has enabled the students to take part in a competitive sport and whilst 

enabling them to improve their own confidence.  Well done to all students. 

The Library Poetry Tax 
 
On the 8th October no-one was allowed to 
enter The Oakwood Academy library 
without presenting Miss Hough with a poem 
around the theme of Light. Countless 
amazing poems were submitted to mark 
World Poetry Day.  
 

Poems are a brilliant way of seeing the 
world from a different angle and contrary to 
popular teenage opinion, they can be very 
funny.  
 

I wasn’t that keen on poems until I saw 
Michael Rosen (whose poems I highly 
recommend) perform live at a festival. His 
act was like a stand-up routine, but in the 
form of poetry. I found myself laughing so 
much that my sides hurt. 
 

Events like the Poetry Tax in the library aim 

to get teenagers more interested in the 

world of poetry.  I suggest that readers look 

into it because it’s not all boring nonsense. 

Article by Emily, Year 11 

 

Life and Dark 
by Connor Martin, C9 

 
The sun’s light wouldn't be visible without 

eyes to receive it. 

Likewise, the ridged and rugged 
hardness of wood only exists when 

greeted by the gossamer of human touch. 

Hardness and softness. 

Life, and death. 

Co-existing dependant on each other 

Avoiding the darkness doesn't lead to 
light, so it seems. 

Because neither give life. 

As well, I’m progressively finding that 
happiness cannot exist without the being 

of life and dark. 

And such to this,  

With the noose to my neck, 

Death is upon me, 

And as the stool moved from beneath my 
weight, I feel light as ever before. 

The Big Sleep Out 
 

The following students took part in the ‘Big Sleep Out’. We are 
extremely proud of these students for raising money for a worthy 
cause.  Well done! 
 
Brodie Southwell, Ellie Devos, Courtney Crampton, Jessica Oliver, 
Millicent Churchill, Charis Kwofie, Katelyn Burrows, Jake Lawson, 
Oliver Wesson, Harry Walker, Jack Beastall, Olivia King, Megan 
Taylor, Joshua Straw. Cameron Brennan. Amy Carr. Ryan Taylor, 
Kydon Wilson, Connor Dove and Megan Dorward. 
 
We had very good weather as it was dry, and that the temperature did not drop below 6oC. 
The students coped and managed very well indeed, the tomato soup at around 11.30pm 
helped with their core temperatures. 
 
We were all rewarded with a fantastic view of Mars, Jupiter and the Moon from around 
4.30pm onwards. 
 
Many thanks to Mr Luckhurst, Miss Jones, Miss Gilbert and Mrs Blasco for their support on 
the night.  Mr McKee 



by Sian Reid 
 

This term, The Oakwood Academy celebrated National Biology Week by 
getting involved in the world of biology and life science activities. 
 

Biology Week is an annual festival run by the Royal Society of Biology, and was 
a great opportunity for our school to showcase the importance of bioscience, and encourage 
enthusiasm for Biology in school. 
 
Our Head of Science, Dr Inglis, expressed why Biology Week was so important; “The purpose of 
Biology Week was to raise the profile of Science in the school.   It allowed students to participate in 
more interesting activities that are not on the school curriculum, and to do 
Biology outside of lessons.  It was important because it got students more 
interested in Biology. Our week was packed full of activities allowing students to 
get involved as well as learning more about Biology. 
 

The events started with a museum exhibition of animal skeletons and taxidermy 
provided by Wollaton Hall.  They displayed a variety 
of animals such as British birds, beetles, lizards and 
snake skins, and even exhibited a walrus skull and ivory tusks.   
 

Students could take part in other activities throughout the week at lunch and 
after school, such as plant cloning and rat dissection.  Two appealing 
practical’s that aren’t always carried out in lessons and could be discussed 
more thoroughly in these sessions. 
 

We had a competition where Houses participated in 
the Biology Week Quiz.  Congratulations to Virtus 

House for winning the quiz.         
                      
On Friday, students baked their best attempts at a human body part for the 
Physiology Bake-off.  Megan Dorward was our winner for her cake representing 
the human lungs. 
 
Year 7 Charis Kwofie (R5) and Elouise Woodward (V3) enjoyed making 
their own DNA necklace on Friday.  They said, “It is fun to see your DNA in 
a tiny tube”.  They took a swab of their cheek cells, and extracted the DNA 
to make it into a necklace. 
 

The week was rounded off with guest speakers, 
Phil Dunne and Sue Mallender presenting a talk 
on human evolution to year 9.  This raised 
interest on a fascinating topic which isn’t covered 
fully in the school curriculum. 
 
Overall, Biology Week was a great success!  Most sessions were full and lots 
of activities were available for students to participate in.  It created talk 

amongst students on topics that aren’t always discussed in lessons, and helped spark interest from 
students in Biology.  To improve, Dr Inglis said, “I would like to see more activities put on, and more 
activities taking place in the lesson”; with this in mind, our school may look forward to more science-
based events in the future. 
 
A special mention to Jordan Wright in Year 7, who participated in every single Biology Week event.  

Finally, a huge thank you to Miss Howard and Miss Wheeler in the Science department, who organised 

our Biology Week activities and made sure that all of the events were successful! 

An Extraordinary Spanish Exchange 
Watch out Spain – Here comes Oakwood!!! 

 

It’s raining while I’m typing this article and so the thought of Spain’s sunshine, blue skies and temperatures 
above 20 degrees sounds like the perfect alternative. Luckily, later in the year, the Spanish department are 
planning an Exchange Trip to Spain which any one of you reading this article could be part of! The 
Exchange program gives you the chance to experience all the joys of Spain (and get yourself an 
impressive tan). In return you would provide hospitality for your newest amigo and give them a taste of 
Nottingham life. 
 

Personally I have a lot of love for exchange programs having done something similar last summer. As part 
of a Scouts trip to Japan I got the opportunity to stay with a Japanese family in Tokyo. Even though they 
didn’t speak much English, in the 3 days I stayed with them I felt like I had become one of the family. They 
provided me with the most amazing hospitality, going out of their way to make me feel welcome, even 
going as far as trying to cook me an English style meal. They took me on a bike ride around their 
neighbourhood, there was no need to take me to any ‘tourist attractions’ in their local area because just 
seeing their community was amazing. Later in the day they took me into central Tokyo where we all went 
bowling together; this was perfect because it removes the difficulty that comes with having different 
languages. We then had a traditional Japanese meal which was brilliant and so different to what I’m used 
to in England. 
 

There are huge benefits to going on an exchange, one of which is improving your Spanish speaking skills 
no end. Also making friends and staying in contact with a Spanish family gives you the opportunity to go 
back to Spain later in life and visit again. Going to different counties is all about trying new things and 
making lots of friends! 
 

I highly recommend exchange programs because I’m looking forward to when the children of the family I 
stayed with are old enough to come over to the UK and stay with me.  It’s easy to get involved with this 
amazing scheme; all you need is a desire to stay with a family in Spain and to have a spare bed to host 
your new Spanish friend here in the UK. Go and see Mrs Blasco in B109 and she can give you all the 
information you need.  
Can you afford to miss such an amazing opportunity? Get involved!                     Article by Emily, Year 11 

 The PE department have had a record 

number of students participating in extra

-curricular activities so far this year with 

over 470 appearances from students in 

teams/clubs/after school sporting 

activities.  

We want these participation numbers 

to  increase as the year goes on. We are 

always looking to introduce new sports 

onto the curriculum or after school. If 

there are sports/activities you wish to 

become involved in, please let us know 

and we will do our best to put it on for 

you.  

The PE department wants to thank all 

students who have given their time to 

work with us.  

See the school website for our extra-

curricular activities. 

The Oakwood Academy Parent 
Teacher Association  
 
Another busy term for the PTA.  So 
far this year we have held a 
sponsored Zumbathon raising 
money for the Team Ollie Trust, a charity which 
fundraises for a children’s Cancer Ward. As part of 
Anna Stokes-Singleton’s Silver Duke of Edinburgh 
Award she decided to raise money for this worthy 
cause. Anna also had a stall at the Christmas 
Extravaganza raising a total of  £111.   
Mrs Smith said, “The Trust is so grateful that Anna 
has chosen to support Team Ollie as part of her 
DofE.  The money will go a long way to making a 
child with cancer very happy.” 
 
In October, the PTA had their first Year 7 & 8 disco, 
a good social event for the students.  This event will 
run again next year.  In November we held our first 
Curry & Quiz night hosted by our very own quiz 
master, Mr Healey.  An enjoyable evening for both 
staff and parents.  Parents that attended are 
determined that next year they will beat the 
teachers! 
Next years events 
Check the schools website for further details or 
email: m.stokes@oakwoodacademy.org.uk. 



The Under 13 Girls Football team were invited to a Nottingham Forest 
tournament on Friday 27th November. The team was made up of a 
mixture of year 7 and 8's: 
 
Charis Kwofie, Keona E. Kennedy, Keya Young (GK), Abbie Whitehead, 
Caludiene Porter, Rachel Ollernshaw and Chloe Brown. 
 
The results were as follows; 
Christ the King (A) 1-0 The Oakwood Academy 
Christ the King (B) 0-5 The Oakwood Academy 
Top Valley 0-0 The Oakwood Academy 
Becket 0-0 The Oakwood Academy 
Djanogly 0-3 The Oakwood Academy 
 
Due to the severe weather conditions they decided not to have a final game which would have seen us 
replay Christ the King (A) for 1st place. This meant we finished in 2nd place runner up.  Well done to all the 
girls involved. A special mention to Keya who only let in one goal throughout the entire tournament and it 
was her first experience of competitive football. Keona also made a fantastic contribution, lobbing the ball 
over the goalkeeper from Christ the King (B) from the halfway line, as part of her hat-rick in that game. 
 
7th place - Djanogly 
6th place - Christ the King (B) 
5th place - Emmanuel 
4th place - Beckett 
3rd place - Top Valley Academy 
2nd place - The Oakwood Academy 
1st place - Christ the King (A) 

Mrs Aldred 

Sporting Achievements cont’d... 

On Tuesday 10th November, the Year 8 netball team 
headed to the city finals at NUSA as strong favourites, 
having been undefeated throughout qualifying. The final was a 
league system between NUSA, Emmanuel, Nottingham 
Academy and ourselves. 
 
We started strongly, comfortably beating NUSA 5-0 before 
facing the defending champions (who beat us in last year's 
final) Nottingham Academy. Whilst drawing at half time, we 
stepped up our performance and clung onto our narrow lead 
to win 3-2! A win against Emmanuel was all we needed to win 
the gold medals and although Emmanuel had a very strong 
team, our shooters shot well and converted the balls that 

Keona and Ella turned over in defence, taking us to the win. 
 
Team: Keona (GK), Ella (GD), Sophia (WD), Aimee (WD), Tegan (WD), Mckenzie (C), Abbie (WA), Chloe 
(WA), Neve (GA), Madison (GS) 
 
Player's Woman of the Match: Keona E. Kennedy 
Coach's Woman of the Match: Neve Burdus 
 
A huge well done to the team who have shown great commitment this and year and thoroughly deserve 
their first Gold medal.  Hopefully, the first of many! 

Miss Jones 

 
 
Mr Sandhu (Head of Maths Faculty), our favourite 
fashion guru, tells us all about Maths and his FamJam 
 
In each issue of The Oakwood Academy Update we create 
a teacher profile which tells you a bit about how they got 
into their subject, their career choices and, of course, a bit 
about their life away from school. 
 
Mr Sandhu has been at The Oakwood Academy for three years now. During this time he has built up quite 
a reputation as a man with a sense of fashion, so naturally our first question was: 
 

Q: What does it feel like to be a seen as a fashionista? 

A: A fashionista? Wow, that’s made my day! 
Q: Who are you wearing today? 

A: Well today I’m wearing Paul Smith, I like Paul Smith because he’s from Nottingham 
Some of the following questions are focused around what career path Mr Sandhu took, in order to get 
where he is today and share ideas with you about further education and work.  

I know as a pupil in year 11 having to think about career choices that it is hard to know what 
subjects to pick, and how to get to your dream job.  
Q: What do you think makes a good mathematician? 

A: A good mathematician has to be resilient, not afraid to make mistakes and they have to be 
able to adapt their thinking. 
Q: Why do you like maths and why is it important? 

A: I like maths because you do maths all the time without thinking. It’s important because it instils 
discipline and it teaches skills that help with all subjects. Maths is all throughout life. 
Q: What careers are there in maths? 

A: You could be a statistician which could involve working for the government.  You could work in 
stocks and trading, finance, accounting or obviously teaching. For all of these careers you need 
the discipline I talked about earlier. 
Q: What did you want to be when you were younger? 

A: In primary school I wanted to be a pilot. In Year 7 through to Year 9 I wanted to be a footballer. 
It was only when I got to University that I decided that teaching was what I wanted to do. 
Q: What were your best and worst subjects in school? 

A: Maths – I was good at maths, but also English and history. I was terrible at languages, I studied 
German and I was pretty bad at DT 
Q: School dinners or packed lunch? 

A: Packed lunch all the way 
Q: Where did you go to University? 

A: Leicester 
Q: What do you like to do with your spare time? 

A: I do like shopping, I have to admit. But also football, boxing and I have a young family so 
obviously the whole FamJam thing is important. 
Q: Do you have any pets? 

A: Yeah, I have a Jack Russell named Patch 
Q: What’s your favourite colour? 

A: Well it has to be a primary colour because that’s to do with prime [a mathematical term 
referring to a number which is only divisible by 1 and itself], so erm – blue? 
 
Big congratulations to Mr Sandhu on the birth of his baby daughter a few weeks ago. 

 

Interview by Rio & Emily, Year 11 



The Oakwood Academy Many Sporting Achievements

Mr Eddyshaw & Mr Burrows took 
the year 8 girls cricket team to the 
City tournament on the 
9/11/15.  They also received coaching 
from ECB qualified coaches from 
Nottinghamshire Cricket Club. All the 
girls showed talent with the bat and 
ball and really enjoyed the 
experience. Miss Jones is trying to 
grow Cricket amongst the girls at The 
Oakwood Academy and tonight 
showed there is both interest and 
ability to be developed.  
Watch this space !!!! 

Under 14 Football: Oakwood Academy v George Spencer Academy 24.09.15 (Home) 
 

The Year 9 team kicked off their season with a home Forest Vase 
cup game against last year’s champions George Spencer Academy. 
After a fairly even first 15 minutes, George Spencer took a 1-0 lead. Our 
boys worked hard, against the wind, to equalise through Captain Jay 
Davis. George Spencer immediately took advantage of a lapse in focus 
and scored two quick goals to make it 3-1 at half time, despite a number 
of strong attempts on goal by our promising looking attack. 
We came out strong in the second half putting a lot of pressure on their 
defence and with some solid tackles made in the midfield. An early goal 
from Jaiden Morley kept us in contention before another flurry of activity 
from the George Spencer attack left the score 5-2. A further goal was 
scored when a penalty was awarded late in the game and was successfully put away by Jaiden Morley to 
make the final score 5-3. 
Although disappointed with the result, the team and I are pleased with the performance and look forward to 
taking on other city and county schools in the league, over the forthcoming weeks. We would also like to thank 
Mr Rice for refereeing the game for us. 

Miss Jones 

The Oakwood Academy team: Maison Riley (GK), Jehmar Johnson, Fredryco Gordon, Liu Nembhard-

Lee, Collins Okojie, Ife Adebayo, Dylan King, Jaiden Morley, Kyle Buchanun-Duffus, Callum Baker, Jay 

Davies (captain). 

Year 7s completed for the first 

time in the Sports Hall Athletics 

Plate Final at Ellis Guilford School 

in November.  After a fantastic 

night of Athletics, competing against 

teams twice the size of ours, the 

team came first winning the Gold 

Award.  The entire team did so well 

but special mention to Ciaran 

McBride, whose participation 

improved our chances to achieve 

Gold.  Mr Eddyshaw said, “I’m so 

proud of our Year 7s competing at 

such a large event and doing so 

well. They participated with  

enthusiasm and great spirit.  They 

showed what healthy competition is 

all about!” 

On Monday 30th November, the Year 9 
Girls Basketball team took part in the 
Finals at the Wildcats Arena. 
We began with the semi-finals, playing 
Emmanuel losing 10-6.  I think next time 
we play against them we need to work on 
our defending because every time they got 
the ball, they were able to drive through us 
and score a basket.  I think  
our star player was Alexia because she 

made excellent choices when passing the ball.  Then it was the Bronze 
medal play-off against Ellis Guilford.   It was a very close match which at 
half time we were drawn.  We made a comeback winning Bronze with a 
final score of 8—6.  Star player was Vinnie for her excellent defending. 
Well done to all players.   
Match Report by Tiegan Paterson. 
Tiegan (C) , Keona, Byjonzie, Vinnie, Alexia, Megan, McKenzie and Ellis. 

The Oakwood Academy Many Sporting Achievements 

Year 8 rugby team. Excellent 

performances this season so far. 

The Oakwood Academy Year 7 

girls Rugby team played Hall Park 

Academy in what you could only 

describe as monsoon conditions. It 

was a very evenly contested game 

with the final scores 4-4. A hard 

fought draw in poor weather 

conditions. Special mention goes to 

Amelia Cross who scored the try of 

the game. After the game the girls 

were treated to hot pizza while 

mixing with the opposition. A 

fantastic first experience of Rugby for 

our year 7 girls. We hope to entertain 

Hall Park at The Oakwood Academy 

in the near future. 

The Year 10 & 11 Boys Basketball 

Team made the elite league finals 

against Ellis Guilford, Bluecoat and 

Nottingham Academy.  Sadly, the lads 

narrowly lost to Ellis by just two points 

consigning them to the 3rd/4th play off. 

The boys were dejected and failed to beat Bluecoat.  

We came fourth, we are not used to this!!  However, 

great effort boys. 

Being part of the All Schools Rugby initiative 
Oakwood Academy has contributed towards the 
growth of Rugby in secondary schools and Rugby 
as a whole. Please see the statistics in the picture. 
We have teams competing at years 7,8,9,10 and 
11. The Oakwood Academy have worked hard to 
become a Rugby playing school. Staff have been 
on coaching courses to enhance their knowledge 
and skill set in order to deliver high quality Rugby 
on the curriculum. We have forged close links with 
our local Rugby club, Mellish RFC. 

The Year 7s are being put through their 
paces by a qualified England RFU coach as 
part of the 'All Schools' Rugby initiative. In 
this session students were working on 
tackling and quick distribution of the ball. 

House Rugby was a huge success with 
outstanding performances from all the students 
involved. All games were played in the right 
spirit. 
 
Notable performances: Elliot Street, Jordan 
Sergeant and Zia Douglas 
 
Rugby is something we have been trying to 
grow at Oakwood over the last two years and 
tonight showed just how far we have come. In 
the last 6 weeks alone more Rugby has been 
played than ever before at the school. 

Year 7s completed for the first 

time in the Sports Hall Athletics 

Plate Final at Ellis Guilford School 

After a fantastic 

night of Athletics, competing against 

teams twice the size of ours, the 

team came first winning the Gold 

Award.  The entire team did so well 

but special mention to Ciaran 

McBride, whose participation 

improved our chances to achieve 

Gold.  Mr Eddyshaw said, “I’m so 

proud of our Year 7s competing at 

such a large event and doing so 

well. They participated with  

enthusiasm and great spirit.  They 

showed what healthy competition is 


