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As we approach the end of the Autumn term, both students and staff can 
look back with pride on a successful start to the academic year. It has been 
a busy first few months, filled with hard work and determination, leading to 
a great many achievements, as can be seen in this newsletter. This has been 
particularly true of the year 11 students who have just completed their mock 
examinations and now await their results, which will be delivered to them by 
senior staff during mock results day on Friday 14th December. Hopefully their 
mock results will provide the motivation and boost needed to move forward 
confidently into 2019. 
 

As mentioned in the previous newsletter, our Year 7 students have settled 
well into The Oakwood Academy. They have made the transition into 
secondary school smoothly, navigating themselves between lessons and 
producing some excellent pieces of work in all areas. They have recently 
written a letter to the Headteacher as part of our ICT and student voice 
provision. I have been personally impressed with the maturity shown in both 
expressing their positivity and pride in joining the Academy and also their 
suggestion for further improvement, some of which we have already 
responded to. They have also just returned from the Year 7 Walesby outdoor 
education residential trip, which was hugely popular and at which staff were 
impressed by how the students conducted themselves in representing the 
Academy, some for the first time. 
 

We have also recently welcomed back our 
2018 year 11 leavers, at the annual Year 12 
Awards Evening. It was great to see so many 
former students and celebrate with them 
their phenomenal achievements last year. It 
was also good to welcome our guest speaker 
Mrs Egwuma, Headteacher at the Carlton 
Academy and former Oakwood student 
herself. This fitted in perfectly with our 
growing Oakwood Alumni of former students who act as excellent role 
models in inspiring the future students at the Academy. More information as 
always in the centre pages of this newsletter. 
 

I would like to finish by thanking parents for their continued support this 

term and wish everyone a restful and happy holiday.             

Mr Hardy, Headteacher 



On Thursday 15th November, the class of 2018 were welcomed back to formally receive their 
GCSE certificates. The evening enabled the year group to come together for one last celebration 
and reflect on the progress that they had made at The Oakwood Academy over the past five 
years. 
 
In addition to receiving their GCSE certificates; individual students were nominated by each 
subject area to receive a subject prize. These prize winners were chosen due to the fantastic 
achievement made within that area but also due to the resilience and determination that was 
clearly evident. Directors of House also presented awards to their House Achievers and to the 

student who had made a significant contribution to the House whilst at the 
Academy. 
 
We were also pleased to welcome Marie Egwuma (Headteacher of The 
Carlton Academy) as our guest of honour to present the awards.  As a 
previous student of The Oakwood Academy and Warren Hill Primary, it was 
inspirational to hear her tale of success since her time 'walking the same 
path as our students'. 
 
The staff wish the class of 2018 every success in the future and look 
forward to keeping track of their achievements through the Oakwood 
Alumni. 

 

On Friday 23rd November, 47 of our Year 10 Upper Band 
students took part in our annual Eco-Fashion drop-down 
day.  The aim of the day is to encourage students to develop the 
wider skills needed to be successful in life after Oakwood.   
 
The day began with a keynote speech from Shrada Chitlangia, a 
fourth year Pharmacy student from the University of 
Nottingham.  She went through her journey with the students 
and then led a question and answer session about life at 
University.  Students were then set the challenge of creating a 
range of clothing made from recycled goods.  The aim was to 
produce a brand of clothing aimed at a target group, whilst also 
having an ethical slant to their business.  Each group had to 
produce a male and female set of clothing and produce a catwalk 
routine, as well as putting together a clear business plan for their brand.   
 
The students worked brilliantly throughout the day, working well as teams to problem solve, 
thinking creatively and, for some, work well outside of their comfort zones.  In the afternoon, 
each group took part in the Eco-Fashion Catwalk show before pitching their ideas to Mr Hardy 
and Ms Stokes.  Eventually, the judges decided that Recycled Revolution presented the best pitch 
and won the competition.  A good day was had by all and the evaluations showed that students 
felt that they developed some core skills as part of the activity. 



This term year 7s have been introduced to our careers software, JED during their IT lessons.  
This lesson helped them to start thinking about what they would like to do in the future.  
Year 7s also completed a careers survey to identify where their natural capabilities lie.  In 
November they attended an assembly with Nottingham Trent University to raise their 
aspirations and to give them guidance on how they can achieve. 
 
In October, year 10 students had their first work experience assembly ready for their 
placement week, w/c 8th July 2019.  Students received a work experience guidance booklet 
in order to help them choose the right placement for them.  This booklet also contains the 
necessary forms that they need to complete in order to secure their placement.   
 
Work experience is an invaluable opportunity to extend students’ learning and we are very 
grateful that businesses have the commitment and time to support our students.   Our main 
aim for students is to give them an insight into working life and to give them the opportunity 
to work alongside adults, undertaking new tasks and developing their self-confidence.  In 
addition, students have been given a list of employability skills on which to focus.  If you 
have any questions about work experience, please contact their Director of House in school. 
 
As well as focussing on their GCSES, year 11 students are in the process of making their post 
16 applications supported by their Assertive Mentors, staff and Ms Stokes. 
 
At the beginning of December, year 11 students attended a National Citizen Service (NCS) 
assembly.  NCS is for 16 and 17 year olds to take part in social action projects and build skills 
for work and life.  It helps them build their skills for work and life, while they take on new 
challenges and meet new friends.  It runs in the spring, summer and autumn. They will have 
a short time away from home and take part in a team project that will help your community. 
 
NCS brings together young people from different backgrounds and helps them develop 
greater confidence, self-awareness and responsibility. It encourages personal and social 
development by working on skills like leadership, teamwork and communication.   
 
Students develop a social action project to deal with a local issue they’re passionate about, 
and spend 30 hours putting the project into action in their community.  To take part in the 
NCS social action project costs only £50.  For more information, and to sign up, visit the 
following website:  
 

www.ncsyes.co.uk 
 
A group of year 10 students engaged in an A level taster session with Cambridge University 
on Monday 5th November.  The session gave practical advice on A level subject choices and 
their consequences, focussing on competitive universities.  As ever, we ask our students to 
continually raise their aspirations, if students work hard they can achieve their goals. 
 
For more information on Careers at The Oakwood Academy, visit our website. 



The Derbyshire and Nottinghamshire Collaborative Outreach Programme (DANCOP) is part of a 
national government programme funded by the Office for Students, working with learners in 
years 9 -13 to raise aspirations and broaden horizons. Our focus is to encourage young people to 
aspire to university-level study, whether at a university, college or as part of a higher or degree 
apprenticeship, and support them to make an informed decision about the right pathway for 
them. 
 

As part of our work with The Oakwood Academy, DANCOP will be running a number of 
workshops including employability skills, developing confidence and resilience, and exploring 
the different routes into higher education. The aim of these workshops is to increase learners’ 
understanding of what higher education is, and to equip them with the skills to aim high and 
succeed in their chosen career path. 
 

These interactive and engaging sessions will be running throughout the school year and will be 
delivered by DANCOP staff, all of whom have a background in higher education. If you would like 
further information about higher education or would like to find out more about DANCOP’s 
work, please go to our website www.teamdancop.co.uk. You can also contact us by emailing 
info@teamdancop.co.uk, alternatively contact Miss Lake or the Director of House in school. 
 

We look forward to working in partnership with The Oakwood Academy community over the 

coming year to raise aspirations and exceed expectations. 
 

Students in years 9, 10 and 11 are taking part in a 
rolling programme supported by The National 
Collaborative Outreach Programme (NCOP), 
IntoUniversity.  On Wednesday 14th November, a 
group of year 9 students visited the University of 
Nottingham for their first IntoUniversity session.   

This session gave them useful information of post 16 routes including life at university.  
Following on from this, on Thursday 15th November, year 10 students had their first session of 
the year on Post 16 Pathways. 

 

 

After a demanding application process, we are 
delighted to announce that eight of our year 10 
students have been selected to join others 
across a range of local schools to attend a ten 
night visit to Morocco during Easter 2019.   
 

DANCOP, in partnership with World Challenge have provided this opportunity in the hope that it 
will build on the life skills young people need to live a life of courage, kindness and adventure. 
The experience includes a community volunteering project in a Moroccan school as well as a 
trek through the beautiful Atlas Mountains. It is hoped that this unique opportunity will have a 
lifelong impact on these students whilst developing their interpersonal skills.  
 

We wish them all the very best and look forward to hearing all about their adventures on their 

return!  

http://www.teamdancop.co.uk
mailto:info@teamdancop.co.uk


Founded in 1861, London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art 
(LAMDA) is the oldest drama school in the UK and now for the 
first time at The Oakwood Academy, we have students 
rehearsing to take their examinations in front of a LAMDA 
Examiner.   
 
It is a very exciting time for the LAMDA group.  As part of their journey to gain experience for 
their examinations they performed a devised piece at the Expressive Arts Christmas Extravaganza 
on Tuesday 4th December. The evening began with the annual Christmas Lights Switch on in 
partnership with Warren Primary Academy and the Warren Action Group.  Students from both 
Warren and Oakwood sang glorious Christmas carols.     
 
The LAMDA group then performed their piece alongside dance and music performances.    The 
evening was a great success and we even had a surprise visit from Santa. 
 
If you think you would like to gain a LAMDA qualification and you seriously love acting, contact 
Mrs Johnson in school. 

 

The new cohort of year 9 GCSE students are rigorously studying and rehearsing DNA by Dennis 
Kelly, a dark play about teenagers bullying going too far. The students will perform their studio 
piece in front of an invited audience of family. This will be their first live performance as an 
ensemble and will provide them with the experience necessary for the GCSE Drama course. We 
wish them luck.  

 

We are in our eleventh year in partnership with Luke, visiting us at The Oakwood Academy.  Luke 

provides our students with a fabulous workshop focusing on real life scenarios and realistic acting 

skills. The students showed exemplary talent throughout the two hours and some are going onto 

audition to be part of the ‘Inspire Academy’.   It has been another excellent experience for our 

students and may our strong links with Luke continue. 

 

In November, the Drama department held their House Competition.  Students had to write a 
script entitled, ‘The Imagination Box’.  The criteria to enter the competition was: A4 in length, 
must include three characters and at least two drama conventions.  The response to the 
competition was incredible.   

 
Mrs Johnson was pleased to announce the winner, “Kianna Fairhurst from Robus House. 
Thank you to the students that entered, they were all very creative and a joy to read.” 



It was a great turn out of students in October for both football and netball House events. We 
have fantastic talent within the Academy and it was lovely to see them in action.  I would like to 
thank the House Captains who attended and encouraged the players.  To the KS4 students who 
gave up their time and umpired and to Mr Wood, Ms Lloyd and Mrs Reid who helped organise 
and umpire.  I know Miss Lake, Director of House for Animus, was disappointed that she couldn't 
attend but I'm sure that she was pleased with the results below: 
 
Football: Netball: 
4th place (100 points) Robus 4th place (100 points) Certus 
3rd place (200 points) Virtus 3rd place (200 points) Robus 
2nd place (300 points) Certus 2nd place (300 points) Virtus  
1st place (400 points) Animus 1st place (400 points) Animus 
 

 

As the nights begin to draw in and the temperatures drop, there’s nothing like a Corner Hockey 
tournament to turn up the heat! Defending champions, Virtus returned to fight it out for the 
honours along with nearly fifty competitors. From the word go, all the other Houses ganged up 
on our courageous champions, but Virtus fought back to quickly dispense of Animus into 4th 
place. However, the spirit of their attack took its toll and Virtus were knocked into third place. 
Despite a commanding lead, the tide turned against Robus, with a youthful Certus sensing blood 
and stealing victory in the dying stages. 
  

1st Certus 
2nd Robus 
3rd Virtus 
4th Animus 

 

On Wednesday 21st November the year 8 netball teams played The Redhill Academy in a 
friendly tournament.  The girls were brilliant winning nearly every game.  Well done girls. 
 
Team1:  Team 2: 
Chanel Martin Viktoria Tomas 
Sarita Hibbert  Ruby Mitchell 
Queen Okojie  Amanda Sena 
Yeshe Gautier  Kershay Bexon 
Courtney-Leigh Southall  Chloe Dackiw 
Courtney Asante  Renay McCarthy 
Ruby Cross  Marta Opoka 
 Jessie-Leigh Jackson 
 
Oakwood Team 1 (9) V Red Hill Team 1 (1)  Oakwood Team 2 (1) V Red Hill Team 2 (1) 
Oakwood Team 1 (9) V Red Hill Team 2 (0)  Oakwood Team 2 (4) V Red Hill Team 2 (0) 



Our key principles  and active encouragement of independent thinking, self reliance and social 
responsibility extend to all our students past, present and future.  Once an Oakwood student always an 
Oakwood student.  We are extremely proud of all past students and their achievements.  Our Alumni 
family has shown that they are resilient, proud, determined, respectful and reflective learners who 
have adapted to life and the world around them as formidable citizens. 
 
In this newsletter, we hear from our Lead Ambassadors from the Class of 2016 about what they are 
doing now. 

 
Ines Pires De Castro – Lead Ambassador for Animus 
“I am currently doing an apprenticeship with Boots and I am based at the head 
office.  My main role is retail supply and I am responsible for men's hair 
distribution   I have to make sure stock reaches store’s across the whole of the UK 
and Ireland on time and with the correct quantities.  In addition to my full time 
job, I also attend Nottingham Trent University, studying my Chartered 
Management degree.   
 
Year 11s, try to do your best in your GCSEs and aim high because it will help you 
later on even if you don't know what you want to do.  Try not to stress or worry 

because as long as you put the effort in you will have many options. 
 
For those who don't want to go University, there are other pathways available.  Look into 
apprenticeships as many companies value them and it gives you ‘hands on’ experience, whilst gaining a 
qualification too.” 
 
Anna Stokes-Singleton – Lead Ambassador for Certus 
“I am currently studying a Joint Honours Degree at the University of 
Nottingham, Spanish with International Media and Communications.   
 
I wanted to take Spanish but wasn’t sure what type of job I wanted in the 
future which is why I chose a Joint Honours.  I’ll be studying my degree for 4 
years, with one year abroad in a Spanish speaking country, I’m really looking 
forward to that. I’m currently writing an essay on Semiotics, which is the 
study of language and myth, I’m finding it interesting but it is hard work.  I 
have fourteen contact hours during the week and do my work every night to 
keep up to date and I make sure I have an essential break on the weekends. 
 
The University of Nottingham is a great place to study and you are supported.  
I was helped by Student Services when I first started with my accommodation 
payments as I decided to live in.  This has helped me become more 
independent but I do go home now and again as I am only 30 minutes away. 
 
I’ve also joined societies, the Kettle Society and Culture, Film & Media 
Society.  I take part in student union events; we sometimes get discounted tickets to sports and music 
events.  I’ve also just passed my driving test and got my Gold DofE award. 



If I had to give advice to a year 11 student at Oakwood now, it would be to start revision early, that 
really helped me get the results I needed to then go and study the A levels that I wanted to do.  
And, don’t be put off by University fees, you can apply for bursaries to support you when you are at 
Uni and the government do fund the student loan.  So, if you want to, and you work hard you can go 
to University.” 
 

Sam Watts – Lead Ambassador for Robus 
“I am now in my third year of a four-year apprenticeship to become a qualified 
Electrician and its going great!  I am really enjoying the fact that I am learning a 
good trade and being paid at the same time.  Back in year 11, Ms Stokes helped 
me apply for this apprenticeship.  As well as an application, I had to do online tests 
in Maths, English and ICT before I would be considered for any future 
apprenticeships.  I was lucky that I was able to get an apprenticeship locally in 
Arnold. 
 
In my spare time, I also volunteer as an adult instructor at the army cadets; I’ve just passed my 
theory test and waiting for my driving test date.  I would say to year 11s, work hard, do what you 
need to do to succeed but enjoy your spare time too.” 
 

Emily – Lead Ambassador for Virtus 
“I’m currently studying History at Oxford University, Wadham College and loving it 
completely. This term I’m studying Anglo-Saxon Britain, something I’ve never studied 
before, and finding it really interesting. The period is made more complex to study by 
the limited number and type of sources available for the period. This week I wrote an 
essay on the Vikings and their socio-political impact on the British Isles. I also study 
anthropology as part of my Approaches to History paper. This course essentially 
assesses how other fields of study and their approaches to social analysis can aid the 
study of history. One of the best things about studying in Oxford is being taught by the 
people who wrote the books and articles on your reading list. I had a lecture from John 
Blair last week who is a leading expert on Anglo-Saxons.  
 
Outside of academic work I don’t have a huge amount of free time, but I have managed 
to get onto the University seconds swimming team, and am a member of the Oxford 
Union which means I get to go to debates and see great people speak. In previous 
weeks Russell Brand, Tony Abbot, Jo Malone and Paul Smith (who is of particular 
relevance to Nottingham!) among many other incredible political figures have spoken.  
 

I spent a long time sharing my experiences at Big Wood and then Oakwood with my roommate Sofía 

and even conducted a Google maps tour. Oxford University can seem a world away from life in 

Nottingham, it’s a new city and a new life style – nevertheless I’d urge anyone who’s thinking of 

applying to do so and not be put off by any presumptions you have about Oxford. All they’re looking 

for, is intelligence and above all total enthusiasm.” 

We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can share 

this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would like to join 

our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



On Wednesday 7th November, Year 10 Geographers had an early start to 
begin their fieldwork to the Holderness coastline. Students have been 
studying the coastline in lessons as part of their course and know that as 
the fastest eroding coastline in Europe, it does need a large number of 
management techniques. 
 
As part of their paper 3, students have to be able to 
explain fieldwork that they have undertaken. Students 
therefore went to Hornsea to look at the management 
that was taking place, and if it was effective.  Students 

measured beach material, looking to see if it got smaller and rounder the 
further south we went. We also wanted to see if the wooden groyne 
structures were stopping longshore drift. 
 
Students worked hard throughout the day and came away with results to 
analyse and a much better understanding of coastal processes. They had 
also had a bit of time to enjoy the fish and chip shop on the seafront.  Their next fieldwork will be 
a bit closer to home and will look at inequalities within Nottingham in the first part of year 11.  
 

Oakwood GCSE music students travelled to London Apollo Victoria Theatre on Wednesday 7th 

November to watch the musical ‘Wicked’.  As the song, Defying Gravity is an area of study for 

their coursework this was the perfect opportunity for them to see it first-hand. The students 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience watching world class musicians and performers and were 

amazed by the scenery and content. It was a long day travelling down at 9am and returning at 

9.30pm, but definitely worthwhile.  

 

In November, fourteen intrepid young reporters set off for 
Derby Quad to find out more about making the news, spotting 
fake news and how to become a young reporter.  In the first 
session, students found out about the BBC, where it reaches 
around the world and the importance of its credibility.  There 
was also a session giving information about the many roles 
within the BBC: apprenticeships, university qualifications and 
other routes into broadcasting.   
 
The main session, a Real News Workshop, tested powers of observation and trust to determine 
whether a series of headlines, then a full report, were true, a distortion of facts or deliberate fake 
news.  To finish the day, they took part in an animation workshop.  This involved modelling 
characters in plasticine, then using an iPad app to photograph making small movements, to 
create an animated film with soundtrack.  A interesting and creative day. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a 'young reporter' and wish to become involved in the national 
BBC event, please see Mrs Chambers for more details. 



Zip wires, assault courses, climbing walls and 
archery, all a part of a typical day at Walesby 
Scout Camp. A brave band of Year 7 and Year 
8 warriors ventured north of Nottingham, 
through Sherwood Forest and past the 
bejewelled town of glorious Mansfield.   
 

The welcomes were warm and courteous, the food 
stupendous (apart from the strange pizza on the first 
night) and the accommodation will forever be ‘lodged’ in our minds! To 
top it all, we were all scared to death after a late night ghost walk through 
the forests. Fun, laughter and memories to last a lifetime. A big thank you 
to all the staff that took part and to all the students who were a pleasure 
to be with. 
 
 

On the 13th November a number of our ambassadors went to Walesby to hone their student 
leadership skills. We offered this expedition to year 9 and 10 students as they will be 
considering becoming Lead Ambassadors soon and we wanted to give them the opportunity 
to demonstrate their leadership qualities in a more relaxed environment whilst stepping out 
of the comfort of school.  
 
The students took part in a number of activities including rock climbing, assault courses and 
a midnight walk with the emphasis on encouraging the students to develop their 
communication skills, determination, resilience and team work. There were lots of 
opportunities for me to see this in action; when students were all joined together and had 
to complete the assault course safely by waiting for each other and physically supporting 
each other over the obstacles; when students encouraged those who were less confident to 
stretch themselves by attempting the fifty foot wall rather than the twenty-five-foot wall; 
when students had to develop their fine motor skills and patience during archery.  
 
It wasn’t all hard work though; there were lots 

chances for students to win small prizes for being the 

fastest or best at an activity and there was of course 

bingo and a pop quiz in the evening. The trip was 

thoroughly enjoyable and their conduct was 

absolutely exemplary.  

When the time comes to consider these students for 

the coveted role of Lead Ambassador the skills they 

were able to practise at Walesby should stand them in 

good stead. 



 

Visit our website for more information: 
w w w. o a k w o o d a c a d e my. o r g . u k  

This term the PTFA have held two events raising funds for students who 
need additional support.  The first event, our popular quiz night was held 
on Friday 9th November.  An excellent evening with the winning team 
being Mr Luckhurst’s team. If you would like to attend our adult’s only 
quiz the next one is in March.  Full details on our schools website. 
 

On Thursday 29th November we held our second fashion show at school.  Numbers were lower this 
time around probably due to the bad weather but it was still a great night, with models, a free 
raffle and lots of cut price clothes to be bought.  Thank you to Mrs Bird and Mrs Jeffrey’s for their 
continued support of the PTFA. 

Many thanks to staff and 
students; this year The 
Oakwood Academy raised 
£583.94 for Children In Need. 



Te r m  D a t e s  2 0 1 8  -  2 0 1 9  
 
A u t u m n  Te r m  
Monday 24th December – 4th January  Christmas Holiday 
 
S p r i n g  Te r m  
Monday 7th January 2019  Term Starts 
Monday  18th February – Friday 22nd February Half Term Holiday 
Monday 8th April – Monday 22nd April  Easter Holiday 
 
S u m m e r  Te r m  
Tuesday 23rd April 2019  Term Starts 
Monday 6th May   May Day 
Mon 27th May – Friday 31st May  Half Term  
Friday  28th June  INSET Day 
Monday 1st July  INSET Day 
Friday 26th July  Term Ends 

Tuesday 8th January ............................. Year 10 Spanish Mock Speaking Exam 

Monday 14th January ........................... House Event—MFL 

Tuesday 15th January ........................... Year 11 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 16th January ...................... D&T Transition Day 

Thursday 17th January .......................... Year 11 London Gallery visit 

 ............................................................. Year 8 Leicester Space Centre visit 

Tuesday 22nd January ........................... Year 10 Cambridge University visit 

Wednesday 23rd January ...................... Year 11 Poetry Live visit 

Friday 25th January ............................... Maths Transition Day 

Monday 28th January ........................... Year 11 GCSE Science Live visit 

Friday 1st February ............................... Year 8 University visit 

Monday 4th February ........................... House Event—English 

Wednesday 6th February ...................... Spanish Transition Day 

Thursday 7th February .......................... Year 9, 10 & 11 Maths Challenge 

Monday 11th February ......................... KS4 House Event, Corner Hockey 

Tuesday 12th February .......................... Year 10 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 13th February .................... Year 7 Geography Field trip 

Thursday 14th February ........................ Year 10 IntoUniversity trip 

Friday 15th February ............................. Yorkshire Sculpture Park visit 


