
Parents have received a letter from Nottingham City Council, outlining future 
cuts to the budget at The Oakwood Academy. 
 
As a school we pride ourselves on providing a high quality and rich education 
for the students who attend The Oakwood Academy.  I want to reassure 
parents that the Governors, Trust and I will strategically manage our budget in 
order to retain this standard of education. 
 
On reading this magazine, I hope you cannot fail to be impressed by how many 
opportunities that are on offer to students of all ages and abilities.  We would 
ask for your support in encouraging your son/daughter to become fully 
involved in the wider aspects of school life. 
 
Research supports the fact that those students who engage in extra-curricular 

activities, attend regularly, go on to succeed in external exams. 

Mrs Healey 

Thank you to staff and students who raised £690 

for Comic Relief 

Cambridge University 

Visit, January 2017 



During the week of 13th March, students from 
all year groups were invited to take part in a 
number of Science activities planned by Miss 
Wheeler during lunch and after school.  It was a 
fun packed week of science experiments and 
activities.  Below are just some of the activities 
students were involved with. 
 
 

Students made hologram image projectors for mobiles and 
tablet devices using the following resources; acetate, scissors, 
pen, ruler and sticky tape. Students followed instructions so 
that they could then use their projector at home. 
 
 

 
A group of students visited Wollaton Hall to see 
the fossil exhibit.  At the exhibit they had the 
chance to  check the difference in the skulls from 
a variety of animals  and  see the glass art on 
show.  At the end of the session they were asked 
to draw what they thought a Dinosaur looked like, 
specifically a raptor.   Wollaton Hall have a 
Dinosaur exhibition on show throughout the 
Summer. 
 
 

Students were given the challenge to make their own battery 
out of household items. Using zinc washers, coins, cotton 
wool, vinegar, tin foil and wires they got readings of up to 3V 
which they could see from the voltmeter reading. 
 
 
 

 
Wednesday lunch time student took part in a house 
competition where they had to make a mini bot to 
race using a toothbrush head, a vibrating motor, a 
battery and an LED. 
 
The winning house was Virtus 
 
 



Thursday - The Big Bang Fair. A group of year 9 and 10 
students visited the Big Bang Fair at the Birmingham 
NEC.  Students had the opportunity to network with 
STEM companies, take part in activities and challenges.  
It also gave students a chance to explore their post 16 
options with Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths. 
 
 

 
Science Bake Off, students were invited to design 
and bake a cake  with the theme of ‘Science 
Inventions’.  The winner, whose design was based 
on blood cells and microscopes and judged by Mrs 
Healey was  Jack Wisher. 
 
 
 

 
On Friday students took part in a  ‘make your own 3D glasses’ session using coloured film.  
The session was well attended. 
 
Finally, the week culminated with a guest speaker from the University of Nottingham, Dr 
James Bonnyman, Associate Professor.  Dr Bonnyman demonstrated various practical 
activities, including, an hydrogen balloon, putting a fire out with sound, fibre optics, 
sound in a vacuum.  Dr Bonnyman kindly bought in from the University, a Nao Robot - a 
robot that listens to voice commands and did a Feng Shui activity.  It was  an absolutely 
mesmerising sessions and students thoroughly enjoyed it.  It was great to see Science 
outside of the classroom. 

 
CREST Award 
The following students have achieved their 
CREST Award: 
 
BRONZE: Kayley Irons-McClean led a session 
for Science Week on slime.  Students were 
taught how to make slime, Kayley got some 
excellent results and the students enjoyed the 
session. 

 
SILVER: Tiegan Paterson, Jack Powell, Grace Mitchell, Sophie Spouge 
Silver students took part in an experiment with space seeds that Tim Peake bought back 
from space. The experiment was to test how zero gravity had affected them and if they 
would grow any differently. Our results showed little or no difference in their growth. 



Years 3, 4, 5 and 6 have enjoyed the Sports Hall Primary 
Athletics during March at The Oakwood Academy.  
Congratulations, to Robin Hood Primary who won the 
year 3 & 4 competition even with a depleted team.  On 
Tuesday 21st March, over 80 pupils competed in the year 
5 & 6 competition. Warren Primary Academy and 
Southglade Primary school competed with two teams 
each.  It was an exciting competition and we were on 
the edge of our seats throughout all the events. Well 

done to Southglade who took 1st prize on the final race.  
 
On Friday 3rd March, The Oakwood Academy were pleased to welcome year 5 students 
from the Warren Primary Academy for an afternoon of ICT and DT. Students were set the 
challenge of using Computer Aided Design to create a logo for sweet packaging. The 
session taught students keywords and terminology whilst encouraging them to be 
creative. All students worked exceptionally well and produced a range of innovative and 
interesting design ideas for their sweet packaging. It was a fun afternoon and the students 
commented on how much they enjoyed the design aspect of the day. 
 
The Food & Textile department had the pleasure of 
entertaining 60 year 5 students from Southglade at an 
‘Around the World at Oakwood’ experience day. All 
students created their own ‘world’ pizza and took part 
in a textile workshop where they created their own 
bunting, which we hope is now on display in their 
classroom! 
 

Coming soon for our Primary Students  

 

We invite all prospective year 7 parents/carers to a coffee morning/afternoon.   This is an 
opportunity for you to meet key staff who will support your son/daughters transition, 
listen to information regarding their start at the academy and give you the opportunity to 
ask any questions you may have, in an informal setting. 
 
The coffee mornings and afternoons are on the following dates: 
 Monday 24th April - 9.30am to 11.00am 
 Thursday 27th April - 1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 Monday 8th May - 9.30am to 11.00am 
 Thursday 11th May - 1.30pm to 3.00pm 
 
We ask that all parents and carers interested in attending these session confirm their 
attendance with Mrs Wright, telephone (0115) 953 9323 ext 212, email 
s.wright@oakwoodacademy.org.uk.  
 

Transition at The Oakwood Academy 
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CREST Award 

 
Year 6 pupils joining us in September are invited to attend an 
after school club at the academy to earn a CREST discovery 
award. CREST is a project-based awards scheme for the STEM 
subjects (science, technology, engineering and maths). It is 
supported by the British Science association. There are 5 levels 
of CREST Award; Star, Discovery, Bronze, Silver and Gold. The 
Awards can be completed as an individual or team project (assessment is based on 
individual achievement). 
 
Whilst at the club they will learn how to work safely in the science department, recognise 
equipment and its uses and take part in practical experiments in the science labs.  
 
The club will run  for 10 weeks and starts on Wednesday 19th April, 3.15 – 4.15pm.   
 

Children’s Universities 

 
We are inviting your child to join us in the Children’s Universities project.  The Children's 
University aims to promote social mobility by providing high quality, exciting and 
innovative learning activities and experiences outside normal school hours to children aged 
7 to 14 (and 5 and 6 year olds with their families).  At the heart of its work is the ambition 
to raise aspirations, boost achievement and foster a love of learning, so that young people 
can make the most of their abilities and interests, regardless of the background into which 
they were born.  
 
If you would like to secure a place for your child please email Miss Lake, Transition Lead on 
h.lake@oakwoodacademy.org.uk.  
 

And finally… 

 
Events planned for the summer term: 
 

 Introduction to Maths at Secondary School 
 Textiles Puppet Workshop 
 News team with the English Department 
 Year 5 G&T Spanish Day 
 Year 5 G&T Forensic Investigation 
 The Wizard of Oz Production 
 Casualty 1017, 1517 and 2017 
 World Treasure Map 
 How to be happy! 
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This year's Model UN project was a complete success. Students from Nottingham Trent 
University joined some of our best Year 8 Geographers to take part in a six week project 
which looked at how the United Nations works. Our pupils took part in debates and 
negotiations, taking on the roles of different countries.  
 
The project culminated in a day out at NTU for a UN Summit where we were joined by the 
Nottingham Free School. Our pupils toured buildings, took part in NTU's "World Week" 
and then worked as different countries, alongside the Free School, to prevent a new World 
War breaking out. It was incredibly tense at times, and captured the passionate and 
argumentative side of the real UN - a resolution was reached in the end. 
 
Connor, who ran the project from the University had this to say: "We all greatly enjoyed 
meeting your students as well as your staff. As for the volunteers we all thought that your 
students were engaged and really got into the swing of what the UN does on a regular 
basis. The project will definitely be running next year "  
 

Ambition Nottingham Update 

 
The Oakwood Academy currently has students from all year groups enrolled in the 
Ambition Nottingham Programme which is run by the University of Nottingham. This 
involves a selection of our upper band students in each year group who are selected based 
on set criteria. Trips are run each year, and this year's has included our Year 7 students 
visiting the Jubilee Campus for an introduction to university life, our Year 8 students 
visiting the rural Sutton Bonnington Campus to investigate options at university, Year 9 at 
the University Park Campus to design and market a catering outlet, and our Year 10 taking 
part in various Science based master classes, led by academics at the university. Some 
feedback from our Year 7 & 8 students: 
 
"I want to study Computer Science now as I know there is a lot of intelligence and 
knowledge you can gain." 
 
"I really enjoyed the day, I would give it 9.5 out of 10." 

 
 

Year 10 Aspiration Day at Cambridge University 

 
A group of year 10 students travelled to Peterhouse College, Cambridge University on 
Thursday 26th January to take part in a number of aspirational activities. 
 
Students began the day working with other schools talking about A-level choices, the 
different pathways to University and if they really wanted to attend University, is it 
possible? 
 
 

Model UN 



After a tour of Peterhouse College, students were 
invited to attend a lecture with either Bridge 
Kendall, first female Master of Peterhouse and 
former BBC Foreign Correspondent, delivering a 
lecture on Modern Foreign Languages at University; 
and, Dr Laura Hardwick, Fellow of Peterhouse 
delivering a lecture on ‘The Toad school of Biology’.  
Both lectures were extremely inspiring and gave our 
students a feel for University life. 
 
Mr Healey said, “Once again it was lovely to see our students so at home in exceptional 

surroundings.  They represented The Oakwood Academy in an impeccable manner.” 

 
 
 

Reading at Oakwood 

 
Since September, we have started a big drive to support everyone in the Academy to 

improve their reading skills.  We have added to last year’s Drop Everything And Read in 

tutor time, and the excellent intervention run by our Inclusion team, by introducing 

Accelerated Reader for our Year 7 pupils.  This involves students completing a termly 

reading test to check their reading ages.  Based on this STAR test, students are given a 

range of books to read from.  Once they have read the book they then take a quiz which 

determines which book within their level they read next.  Students are allowed to read for 

15 minutes everyday and also get one English lesson a week in the library where they can 

read and do their quizzes.   

 

Each term we award a series of prizes.  Every time a student gets 100% correct in their 

quiz, they get a star with their name on placed on our library Accelerated Reader 

board.  At the end of the term three stars are picked at random and these students are 

awarded gift vouchers.  Each time a student gets 80% or more in their quiz their name is 

placed in a prize draw for a book of their choice.  During our end of term celebration 

assembly, the student who has read the most words is awarded a gift voucher and 

trophy.  We know this is going to have a massive impact on the reading ages and reading 

confidence of our students and we encourage parents to support us by encouraging your 

son or daughter to read at home too. 



Harry Potter Book Night 

On Thursday 2nd February The Oakwood Library celebrated Harry 
Potter Book Night. This year it marked the 20th anniversary of Harry 
Potter and the Philosophers Stone first being published, and to 
celebrate this the Library held a competition.  
The theme of this years event was based around the Hogwarts 
professors. Oakwood staff were asked to wear a badge representing 
one of the Hogwarts staff and the aim of the day was for the 
students to find as many Hogwarts’ professors as possible. Students searched high and low 
around school to find staff and our overall winner was Kyle McPhilbin V10, he successfully found 
all the Hogwarts professors and won a copy of the illustrated version of Harry Potter and the 

Philosophers Stone. Marshall Rose R1 and Jade Green C6 were both 
runners up and won a Harry Potter colouring book.  
Year 7 were also given the opportunity to enter a competition to win 
a chance for their English class to go to the Harry Potter Studio tour 
in London. They had to design their own magical professor that 
could work at Hogwarts, we had some fantastic entries and they 
have been sent off to be judged… fingers crossed! 

Week of Words 2017 6
th

 – 10
th

 February 

During the last week of term, the Library held a Week of Words. The aim of the week was to 
promote the written and spoken word across the school. On Tuesday 7th February, author, Andy 
Briggs, spent the morning at Oakwood where he held assemblies for 
years 7 and 8. He explained to students his love of writing and how he 
had gone from being a teacher and pizza delivery man, to writing scripts 
in Hollywood and being a bestselling author. The assemblies were very 
interactive and really gave Oakwood students a feel of what it would be 
like if there was a world without writing and why it is so important.  

At lunchtime on Tuesday we decided to split 
our Library Helpers into two groups, Team Morgan and Team Olivia 
to take part in Library Wars. Both teams had to pick a selection of 30 
books and try to encourage people to take them out. Each team was 
given a block to work from and they were given a week to advertise 
the event, by creating posters and telling people where they will be 
and when. Both teams created some brilliant posters and picked a 
great selection of books. This resulted in a brilliant turn out and a 

over fifty books being taken out by different students and members of staff. Everyone got 
involved and supported both teams by taking out books and telling other people about the 
event.   
On Wednesday 8th Storyteller, Nicky Rafferty, visited Oakwood Library. Nicky spent the morning 
with year 7 groups telling stories and teaching the students some fantastic story telling tips. The 
students all seemed to really engage with Nicky and took it turns to share their own stories with 
the groups they were working in. During the afternoon students from year 8 and 9 took part in a 
drama-based workshop with Nicky. She started them off with an activity where they had to work 
in teams of four to use their bodies to create someone brushing their teeth or an alarm going 
off. The final task was to recreate some old Chinese stories in a modern setting. All the students 
worked fantastically, seemed to really gain some knowledge in how to successfully tell a story. 
Overall it was a very fun, interactive day. 
 

Library news 



Throughout the week we had two ongoing activities for break time and lunch time. On entry 
students and staff were asked to write down their favourite book, these were then used to create a 
display of ‘Oakwood’s Most Loved Books’ in the Library. The Library also held an anagram and emoji 
quiz where students had to decipher the book title based on the emoji clues. We had a lot of entries 
and eventually Neve Jones (R6) was crowned the winner.  
 
Finally on Friday 10th February the Library hosted a countdown 
competition at lunchtime. Students were allowed to sign up in teams of 
three or four. Every team took part in several Countdown style rounds, 
including word and number rounds. Everyone got involved and the 
competition became very competitive. Well done to everyone who took 
part, you all showed some great Maths and English skills. The scores were 
very close but well done to Joe Reader, Fitzroy Martin, Tiegan Paterson 
and Courtney Pope who were the Countdown winners!  
 

World Studies Faculty News - Noticias de los estudios del 

mundo - 世界研究报 

This term the World Studies Faculty has been working with 
Nottingham Trent University Associate Teachers in Spanish and 
History. Our students have been well supported in groups of all 
abilities. Students have worked superbly and represented us 
very well whilst the associate teachers have been a valuable 
asset to represent their University and promote Higher 
Education opportunities. I would like to thank Abbie, Sarah and 
Ishmael for their work with us and to all students for their 
excellent conduct in sessions / groups. Students have been 
working on units relating to Religion & The Media, Key Christian beliefs, The First World War and 
Civil Rights in the USA. The most significant part of the programme has been to engage with 
students in conversations and discussions about their future and opportunities for studying later in 
life for Higher Education Qualifications. It has been great to hear how ambitious our students are 
and their aims for further study. 
 
Next term (27th April) World Studies will be taking a trip to the Imperial War Museum in London for 
year 9 & 10 students. This will involve a study of the galleries including the WW1 trench and WW2 
Blitz. Students will also have workshops focused on The Holocaust and how the Nazis took control in 
Germany. One of the sessions will be led by a Holocaust Educator and Survivor. This is a very 
important opportunity for year 9 & 10 and I anticipate a lot of interest in the visit. Further visits for 
Geography students to Holderness, year 8 to the Civil War Museum in Newark and to Lincoln will be 
publicised after Easter. I look forward to students participating and engaging in these opportunities.  

 
Also in the Summer term our annual trip to Spain will be led 

by Mrs Blasco. Last year’s trip was excellent and thoroughly 

enjoyed by staff and students as a cultural and language 

experience. This year’s trip looks to be just as exciting and 

engaging and Mrs Blasco will post an article on our return.  



News from the PE Department 

The PE department have had a very busy period recently with many sporting successes on 
the pitch and in the classroom. A few weeks ago we conducted a very successful Mock 
Practical GCSE PE examination which saw the majority of students rewarded for their 
efforts with practical score moving upwards. At Key Stage 3 we have placed in a number of 
tournaments showing our extra curricular activities are healthy and we are harnessing 
young talent within The Oakwood Academy. The future looks bright !!! Below is a overview 
of what the PE department have been involved with over the last few months. . 
 
Year 8 Handball - Gold Medal Trust Games 
Year 7 Boys Basketball - Bronze Medal 

 
Year 9 Girls Netball  - Bronze Medal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Inclusive Sports Hall Athletics county final - Silver 
Medal 
 
 
Key Stage 4 - House Netball and Football competitions, with large numbers of students 
competing for their house. 
 
Sports Leaders have led two indoor athletics events for the Primary Schools.  
 
Year 9 / GCSE PE Trampoline club has been well attended for six weeks with Oakwood 
students working with qualified University of Nottingham Trampoline coaches. 
 
GCSE PE Climbing - 30 students have secured very high grades in climbing over a 12 week 
period. This will form part of their practical evaluation for their overall qualification. There 
were many stand out performers and students were really pushed beyond their comfort 
zones to new levels. 

 
Quad Games Handball winners at the Key Stage 3 Trust 
games. The Oakwood Academy boys team made a full 
sweep beating everybody on the night. It is just reward for 
the hard work in PE lessons, gearing up to the event 



Key Dates for the Next Term 

 

Event Date 

Back to school Tuesday 18th April 

Year 5 MFL G&T event Friday 21st April 

Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh Practice Saturday 22nd April 

Year 8 /9 visit to Imperial War Museum Thursday 27th April 

The Great British Bake Off House event w/c 24th April 

May Day - school closed Monday 1st May 

Year 10 Geography fieldwork visit Tuesday 2nd May 

Spelling Bee House event w/c 8th May 

Natural History Museum Visit Wednesday 10th May 

Year 11 GCSE Exam Period w/c 15th May 

Year 8 Geography visit to Jaguar Friday 19th May 

Enterprise House event w/c 22nd May 

Year 8 Science visit Tuesday 6th June 

Year 7 Geography visit Friday 9th June 

Bronze Duke Of Edinburgh Final Saturday 10th June 

Year 8 Academic Tutorial w/c 12th June 

Year 10 MFL event w/c 12th June 

Annual Sports Awards Thursday 15th June 

Year 10 Art visit Friday 16th June 

Year 5 & 6 PTFA Quiz Friday 16th June 

Year 11 Prom Friday 23rd June 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Practice Saturday 24th June 

Maths House Event w/c 26th June 

Year 10 MFL trip Wednesday 28th June 

Inset Day Friday 30th June 

Year 5 CSI Day Monday 3rd July 

Year 10 Post 16 Day Tuesday 4th July 

Common Transfer Day Wednesday 5th July 

Primary Olympics Thursday 6th July 

Expressive Arts Summer Production Thursday 7th July & Friday 8th July 

Sports Day Friday 7th July 

PTFA Food & Craft Festival Saturday 8th July 

Year 10 Work Experience Week w/c 10th July 

Activities Week w/c 10th July 

Animus House Celebration Evening Monday 17th July 

Certus House Celebration Evening Tuesday 18th July 

Robus House Celebration Evening Wednesday 19th July 

Virtus House Celebration Evening Thursday 20th July 

Silver Duke of Edinburgh Final Friday 21st July—Sunday 23rd July 

Year 11 Alton Towers Trip Monday 24th July 

Last day of term Wednesday 26th July 

Dates and events, subject to change 




