
 

 
 
 

 

13th January 2021 
 
Dear Parent 
 
As we commence our second week of live lessons and remote learning for all students I wanted to 
communicate some important messages.  
 
All students in all years will receive live lessons on line. This is to be accessed from home with the 
exception of children of critical workers and those identified as vulnerable, who will be allowed to attend 
school.  
 
Lesson times are outlined below. Each hour of the timetable will consist of a mixture of leader input and 
independent work from the student.  Time will also be built in to allow students to reflect on the learning, 
make any notes they wish and organise themselves ready for the next session.  
 
A register will be taken in each lesson and students are expected to be present and engaged in their 
learning. Further information on tutor time and assemblies will follow in due course.  
 

Lesson Time 

One 08:50 

Two 10:10 

Three 11:10 

Four 
12:30 (Years 8,9,10) 
13:10 (Years 7,11) 

Five 14:10 

 
Further ICT Support for live lessons 
If you require further support for accessing live lessons please contact the ICT support team by email 

or phone at g.hillyard@oakwoodacademy.org.uk or 0115 953 9323. 
 
Students without access to the internet and a compatible device at home for accessing live 
lessons 
We have taken great steps to understand which families are not able to access the internet at home 
and those who have the internet but do not have access to a device that will enable you to access live 
lessons. However, if this continues to be a problem do contact the academy for support in accessing 
remote learning. 
 
Free school meals and vouchers 
Students in all years who are in receipt of free school meals will receive vouchers from school for the 
duration of their time away from the school site. The system will mirror what was in place during the 
summer term.  
 
Testing consent 
As you may have seen in the news, schools are being asked to provide provision for COVID-19 testing 
from January 2021. We are in the process of providing a testing provision for all staff and students that 
are currently working in the school building. This has given us the opportunity to fully train staff and 

mailto:g.hillyard@oakwoodacademy.org.uk


 

 

build a robust testing process in school. I will be in touch with plans on how this will be rolled out to all 
students, when we have more concrete plans from the government on the full return of students to 
schools. 
 
Government announcement regarding summer exams for Years 11  
The government’s announcement regarding exams will no doubt have caused some concern for 
students. Over the coming weeks it's important for us to get some key messages out to Year 11 students 
and give them the opportunity to speak to a familiar face if they have any concerns. This will be done 
through teachers, tutors and assertive mentors. It is vital that all students remain engaged and are in a 
position to continue to demonstrate their capabilities in terms of earning the grades they deserve.  
 
We do not yet know what will replace the GCSE exam series. As soon as communication is received 
from OFQUAL on how schools will assess students, we will contact you with this information, however 
for now here are some frequently asked questions with our responses. 
 
How will my final grade be calculated? 
The Government have not yet outlined exactly how schools should award grades however we expect 
that between now and the end of the school year your teachers will need to gather a range of evidence 
to allow them to calculate and award you your final grade.  
 
The evidence is likely to be made up of the various assessments you have done so far, assessments 
you will do in the coming months and also any practical work / coursework that you will have completed 
by the end of the year. 
 
What should I do now? 
It is extremely important that you attend all of your online lessons, actively engage in them and complete 
all of the work you are set. 
 
Will I get the grade I deserve? 
Your teachers will award a fair grade based on the work and assessments you complete.   
 
Grades are likely to be checked by external organisations before they are awarded to students so it is 
important that you try your best so teachers can award you the grade you deserve. 
 
What if I have a problem whilst learning from home? 
All of the staff at Oakwood want to support you as much as we can so it is important that you let us 
know if you are concerned about anything or if you are having problems with online learning. 
 
You will continue to speak to your Assertive Mentor at least every two weeks.  Please let your Assertive 
Mentor know if you have any concerns.  They will be able to answer any questions you may have. 
 
Key message: keep going, work hard, stay healthy and remember to ask for help if you need it. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support this academic year, but especially your 
kind and motivational messages to all staff this week. We remain resolute in our commitment to 
providing your children with the best experience and education possible. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Mr A Gilbert 
Headteacher 

 

Twitter: @TOA_Notts 


