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This is the glossary of key terms and definitions for Chapter 16: The development gap. 

Key term Definition 

Aid 

when a country or non-governmental organization (NGO) donates 

resources to another country to help it develop or improve people’s 

lives 

Birth rate the number of births a year per 1000 of the total population 

Death rate the number of deaths in a year per 1000 of the total population 

Debt crisis 
when a country cannot pay its debts, often leading to calls to other 

countries for assistance 

Debt relief 
cancellation of debts to a country by a global organisation such as the 

World Bank 

Dependency ratio 
the proportion of people below (aged 0-14) and above (over 65) 

normal working age 

Development 
the progress of a country in terms of economic growth, the use of 

technology and human welfare 

Development gap 
difference in standards of living and wellbeing between the world’s 

richest and poorest countries 

Displaced person 
a person who is forced to move from home but stays in his/her 

country of origin 

Economic migrant 
a person who moves voluntarily to seek a better life, such as a better-

paid job or benefits like education and health care 

Ecotourism 
nature tourism usually involving small groups with minimal impact on 

the environment 

Emigration the migration of people out of a country 

 

 

http://www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/acknowledgements


 

 

GCSE Geography AQA Kerboodle  
© Oxford University Press 2016  •  This may be reproduced for class use  
solely within the purchaser’s school or institution 
Acknowledgements: http://www.oxfordsecondary.co.uk/acknowledgements 

 

16 The development gap 
 
 

Page 2 of 4 

 
 

Fairtrade 
producers in LICs given a better price for their goods such as cocoa, 

coffee and cotton 

Free trade when countries do not use tariffs or quotas to restrict trade 

Gross National Income 

(GNI) 

measurement of economic activity calculated by dividing the gross 

(total) national income by the size of the population 

Highly-Indebted Poor 

Country (HIPC) 
the 38 countries with the largest amount of debt 

Human 

Development Index (HDI) 

a method of measuring development where GDP per capita, life 

expectancy and adult literacy are combined to give an overview 

Immigrant a person who moves into a country 

Immigration the migration of people in to a country 

Infant mortality rate the number of babies that die under a year of age, per 1000 live births 

Infrastructure 

the basic equipment and structures (such as roads, utilities, water 

supply and sewage) that are needed for a country or region to 

function properly 

Intermediate technology 
simple, easily learned and maintained technology used in LICs for a 

range of economic activities 

Investment the action or process of putting in money, usually for profit 

Life expectancy the average number of years a person is expected to live. 

Loan a sum of money borrowed to be paid back on agreed terms 
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Malaria 
a life-threatening disease caused by parasites transmitted to people 

by infected mosquitoes 

Microfinance loans 
very small loans which are given to people in the LICs to help them 

start a small business 

Migration 
when people move from one area to another; in many LICS people 

move from rural to urban areas (rural–urban migration) 

Multiplier effect 
a series of consequences where one development makes another 

one possible, such as an increase in money available 

Natural population 

change 
the gap between birth rate and death rate 

Newly-Emerging 

Economies (NEE) 

countries that have begun to experience high rates of economic 

development, usually along with rapid industrialisation 

Non-Governmental 

Organisation (NGO) 

an organisation which is not part of a government, but provides 

important resources  

Population pyramid a graph showing the age and sex of a population 

Population structure 
the number of each sex in each age group, usually displayed in a 

population pyramid diagram 

Primary products 
unprocessed raw materials extracted from the earth or agricultural 

products 

Quality of life 

how good a person’s life measured by such things of housing and 

environment, access to education, healthcare, how secure people feel 

and how happy they are with their lifestyle 

Quota limits on the quantity of goods that can be imported 

Refugee 
a person forced to move from his/her country of origin as a result of 

civil war or a natural disaster such as an earthquake 
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Sustainability 
actions that meet the needs of the present without reducing the ability 

of future generations to meet their needs 

Tariff taxes or customs dues paid on imports 

Tourism 
the commercial organisation of attracting non-resident people to areas 

of interest 

Trade buying and selling of goods and services between countries 

Trading group 
countries which have grouped together to increase trade between 

them by cutting tariffs to discourage trade with non-members 

 

 

Keep this glossary for revision time! 

Using geographical terminology in your exam will 

help you to improve your grade. 
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