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This is the glossary of key terms and definitions for Chapter 4: Climate change.  

Key Term Definition 

Adaptation 

actions taken to adjust to natural events such as climate change, to 

reduce damage, limit the impacts, take advantage of opportunities, 

or cope with the consequences 

Alternative energy 
sources of energy that are not produced from the burning of fossil 

fuels, such as hydro-electricity, nuclear power and solar power 

Atmosphere 
a highly complex mass of gases, liquids and solids that envelopes 

the Earth 

Axial tilt the angle of Earth’s axis 

Carbon capture and 

storage (CCS) 

technology that captures CO2 produced from the burning of fossil 

fuels, which is compressed, transported and then injected 

underground into suitable geological reservoirs 

Carbon sinks the removal of CO2 from the atmosphere 

Climate change 
a long-term change in the earth's climate, especially a change due to 

an increase in the average atmospheric temperature 

Eccentricity the path of the Earth as it orbits the Sun 

Enhanced greenhouse 

effect 

the increased effectiveness of the greenhouse effect, believed to be 

the cause of recent global warming 

Fossil fuel 
a natural fuel such as coal or gas, formed in the geological past from 

the remains of living organisms 

Global warming the increase of global temperatures 

Greenhouse effect 
the blanketing effect of the atmosphere in retaining heat given off 

from the Earth’s surface 
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Greenhouse gases 
atmospheric gases such as carbon dioxide and methane that can 

absorb heat 

Ice cores 
columns of ice that are extracted from ice sheets and used to 

reconstruct temperature patterns from the past 400,000 years 

Milankovitch cycles 

three distinct cycles of Earth’s orbit around the Sun (Eccentricity, 

Precession, Axial tilt) which scientists believe affect the timings and 

seasons of Earth’s climate 

Mitigation 

action taken to reduce the long-term risk from natural hazards, such 

as earthquake-proof buildings or international agreements to reduce 

greenhouse gas emissions 

Precession the natural ‘wobble’ of Earth’s axis as it orbits around the Sun 

Quaternary period the geological time period that covers the last 2.6 million years 

Renewable energy 
a resource that cannot be exhausted, i.e. wind, solar and tidal 

energy 

Solar flare large explosions on the surface of the Sun 

Sunspots a dark patch that occasionally appears on the surface of the Sun 

Volcanic eruption 
when volcanoes blast ash, gases and liquids onto the Earth’s 

surface and atmosphere 

 

 

 

Keep this glossary for revision time! 

Using geographical terminology in your exam will 

help you to improve your grade. 
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