
 It seems like only yesterday that we were welcoming in our 
new year 7’s to the Academy and we find ourselves already at 
October half term. The Year 7 students have settled in 
extremely well and on top of working hard in lessons they are 
also making the most of all the extra-curricular activities 
available to them. We have been busy with Year 6 transition 
activities with over 300 primary school students visiting 
Oakwood in order to have a taste of what life is like at 
Secondary School. A huge thank you to all the staff who have 
given up their time to make these events possible. 

As you will see from this month’s newsletter, there has been 
plenty going on in all years both in and out of the classroom. 
None more so than with year 11, who are currently revising 
for the Mock exams that will commence just after the break. 
They have been attending extra sessions after school, ‘how 
best to revise’ sessions in school, assertive mentoring 
meetings and a parents evening designed specifically around 
supporting students with their study. It was great that so 
many parents could attend as the strong home-school 
relationship is essential in ensuring the best possible 
outcomes for our young people. 

We will shortly be asking for student and parent opinion on 
Curriculum matters here at Oakwood, so please look out for 
this short survey after half term, it would be great to hear as 
many people’s views as possible in ensuring the Academy 
continues to improve further in the future. However, in the 
meantime, I would like to wish everyone a relaxing and 
enjoyable break. 

M Hardy 

Headteacher 
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The Oakwood Academy EPA host 
Year 6 Transition Day, see page 3 
for more details and photos 



On the 17th and 18th September, Year 7 

students took part in our annual Year 7 Skills 

Day.  The day focussed on students being 

introduced to our key learning skills, called the 

4Cs (creativity, collaboration, critical thinking 

and communication), which we believe are 

the bedrock of successful learning and 

progress.  Students were set the task of using 

the 4Cs to design their own superhero and 

present their plans back to the rest of the year 

group.  They had to work collaboratively to 

distribute roles and produce specific materials 

for their group creation.  They had to think critically by selecting the skills, history and powers 

that their superheroes have.  They had to be creative, designing their superhero and putting 

together a newspaper front page demonstrating a scenario where their superhero used their 

powers in a positive way.  And finally, they had to communicate why their superhero deserved a 

place in the Oakwood Avengers.  Students worked really well throughout the day and, as in 

previous years, they created some really excellent superheroes!  Well done to everyone involved.  

 

90 intrepid Year 6s arrived over two 
sessions to begin their quest. As Young 
Apprentices they were tasked to design a 
new brand of chewy sweet bar – with a 
Halloween theme – to launch on the 
market. 

Students worked in groups to come up 
with a brand name and identity, design the 
wrappers, create a promotional poster and 
script a radio advert with a jingle to 
advertise their chewy sweet to the nation. 
These were performed at the end of each 
session; year 6s voting on the best overall 
promotional campaign for their session. 

Some excellent ideas and designs were 
produced with superb scripts and 
promotional material. 

Students responses to their quest included: ‘I 
enjoyed joining in together and sharing ideas’ and 
‘My favourite part was the script writing, as I love 
English’. 

We look forward to these successful Young 
Apprentices joining us next year. 



On Thursday 19th September, The Oakwood Academy was proud to have hosted a Year 6 
Expressive Performing Arts Transition Day. We welcomed Year 6 pupils from our feeder schools 
this week to join the Expressive Arts faculty in our transition event.  They made clowns flowers in 
Art, and created skilful dance routines in Dance.  In Drama the pupils explored ensemble theatre 
and enjoyed a drumming workshop in Music, all to the soundtrack  of the Greatest Showman. At 
the end of the day they left tired but full of smiles.  



For the last four years Mapperley and Arnold Rotary Club have sponsored a group of our students 
to attend The Outward Bound Centre at Aberdovey, Wales. This year, seven lucky students from 
Year 10 were given the opportunity to go on a journey of self-discovery and so leaving the 
familiar behind them, they headed to the wild hills, lakes and lochs for a week. 

Here they took on adventures, overcame challenges and gained a real appreciation of the nature 
of leadership, teamwork and resilience. 

Our students were part of a group of twenty young students with half of them visiting from the 
Rotary Club’s ‘twinned’ club in Midden Betuwe, Holland. They experienced a wide range of 
activities from gorge walking, jetty jumping, abseiling and sleeping in a cabin overnight with no 
electricity or running water. 

Often these experiences can be life changing and on their return the students commented on 
how amazing their week had been. Not only had they pushed themselves physically and mentally 
but they had become friends with the Dutch students, enabling an insight into a different 
language, culture and the general way of life experienced on both sides of the North Sea! 

They have now been invited to apply for a 3 week residential course during the summer where 
they will complete The Skills for Life Award. 

Thank you to Mapperley and Arnold Rotary Club for giving our students this once in a lifetime 
opportunity. 

“I enjoyed trying new things and going outside of my comfort zone.” 

“It taught me strength and co-ordination.” 

“To meet people from a different country who were much better at speaking English than we 
were Dutch was incredible.” 

“The whole trip was AMAZING!” 



 

 

 

Olivia King 
English 
De Montford University 
 

Imogen Smith 
Veterinary Science 
University of Liverpool 
 

Jade Chaplin   
Theology and Philosophy  
York St John's 
 

Morgan Chaplin 
Business Management 
Nottingham Trent University 
 

Jack Musson 
Forensic Science 
University of Lincoln 

The Redhill Academy has an excellent reputation locally, for high quality provision in a growing 
sixth form and the academic success which it delivers for students. In the summer, students 
achieved exceptional results at A Level, with their average point score, once again, above the 
national average. As an aspirational sixth form, we take pride in the number of students who 
progress to university, with 85% of last year’s cohort securing places in September 2019 including 
the University of Oxford. 

Harry Potton 
Journalism  
University of Derby 
 

Alicia Sousa 
Policing and investigations 
University of Derby 
 

Rikki Stacey  
Spanish and German 
University of Surrey 
 

Connor Walsh 
Chemistry 
Nottingham Trent University 
 

Osob Yusef 
Psychology 
Birmingham City University 

At The Oakwood Academy, students are 
fortunate to be able to access 

a reserved place so please note that  
the deadline for applications for 

September 2020 is November 15th 2019 
via The Redhill Academy website.  

Success at The  Redhill Academy Sixth Form 

The next chapter - Oakwood Academy 

students following on from their success 

at The Redhill Academy Sixth Form.  



We are creating a database of the educational journeys and careers paths of former Oakwood 

students.  We would like to find out what you have left school to go on to do, so that we can 

share this with our current Students, Staff and Parents.  If you are a former student and would 

like to join our Alumni, please visit: www.oakwoodacademy.org.uk/alumni. 



On Wednesday 11th October a selection of pupils represented 
the academy in the KS4 Winter Trust Games at Hall Park, the 
pupils took part in a variety of sports: Badminton, Table Tennis, 
Netball and 5-a-side Football.  Here are the results:  

 

Boys Football :  4th with 11 points 
Girls Netball :  3rd with 11 points 
Mixed Badminton : 8th with 10 points 
Boys and Girls Table Tennis : 4th

 

 

Well done to all participants, we are very proud of you and 
your performances representing the school. 

 

 

4th Place (100 points) Virtus 

3rd Place (200 points) Animus 

2nd Place (300 points) Certus 

1st Place (400 points) Robus 
 
Congratulations to all students 
who took part, we are all 
incredibly proud of your 
performance and attitude.  
Well done! 

 

On the 10th of September, we had an excellent turn out of leaders, helpers and Year 7 pupils 
for dodgeball and the atmosphere was brilliant.  Robus House were represented by Mollie, 
Kayla, Bailey, James, Larry and Maisey and won first place but all students performed and 
behaved impeccably and to a very high standard. Here are the results: 



Week 2 

Monday 4th November ................................ Year 7 Residential to Hagg Farm 

 ..................................................................... HOH Event this week (ABL) 

Tuesday 5th November ................................ Year 7 Residential to Hagg Farm 

 ..................................................................... Year 8 Online Safety Day 

Wednesday 6th November .......................... Year 7 Residential to Hagg Farm 

Thursday 7th November .............................. Year 5 Humanities Transition Event 
Week 1 

Monday 11th November .............................. Year 11 Assertive Mentoring Week 

Tuesday 12th November .............................. Year 11 Spanish Speaking Exams 

Wednesday 13th November ........................ Year 11 Spanish Speaking Exams 

 ..................................................................... Year 12 Celebration Evening 

Thursday 14th November ............................ Year 11 Mock Exam (Art) 

 ..................................................................... Football Trip to Wembley 

Friday 15th November ................................. Year 11 Mock Exam (Art) 
Week 2 

Monday 18th November .............................. ICT House Event this week 

 ..................................................................... Year 11 Mock Exams 

 ..................................................................... Year 10 IntoUniversity Session (am) 

 ..................................................................... Year 9 IntoUniversity Session (pm) 
Week 1 

Monday 25th November .............................. Year 11 Mock Exams 

Thursday 28th November ............................ Lamda Performance 
Week 2 

Monday 2nd December ................................ Library Christmas Events this week 

 ..................................................................... Christmas Extravaganza 

Tuesday 3rd December ................................ School closes at 2pm 

Wednesday 4th December .......................... Year 10 Upper Band Drop Down Day 

Thursday 5th December ............................... Year 7/8/9 Visit to Harry Potter 

Friday 6th December .................................... Debate Club Visit to Parliament 
Week 1 

Monday 9th December ................................ Year 7 Reading Tests 

 ..................................................................... Year 8 Exams 

 ..................................................................... DoH Event this week (DWO) 

Tuesday 10th December .............................. Year 5 Science Transition Event 

Wednesday 11th December ........................ Christmas Dinner 

Friday 13th December .................................. Year 11 Mocks Results Day 

 ..................................................................... Little Shop of Horrors Performance 
Week 2 

Tuesday 17th December .............................. Theatre Performance (pm) 

Friday 20th December .................................. Oakwood’s Got Talent 

 ..................................................................... End of Term 


